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FHWA-Indiana Environmental Document 

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION / ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FORM 
GENERAL PROJECT INFORMATION 

After completing this form, I conclude that this project qualifies for the following type of Categorical Exclusion (FHWA must 
review/approve if Level 4 CE):  

Note:  For documents prepared by or for Environmental Services Division, it is not necessary for the ESM of the district in which the project is 
located to release for public involvement or sign for approval. 

Approval 

ESM Signature Date ES Signature Date 

FHWA Signature Date 

Release for Public Involvement

ESM Initials Date ES Initials Date 

Certification of Public Involvement 

Office of Public Involvement Date 

Note: Do not approve until after Section 106 public involvement and all other environmental requirements have been satisfied. 

INDOT ES/District Env. 
Reviewer Signature: Date: 

Name and Organization of CE/EA Preparer: Elizabet Biggio, Butler, Fairman and Seufert, Inc. 

Road No./County: County Line Road/Lake, Porter 

Designation Number: 1382598 

Project Description/Termini: 

Pavement reconstruction and widening for addition of a two-way left-
turn lane (TWLTL), sidewalk replacement and extension, and drainage 
improvements from approximately 400 feet south of Cleveland Avenue 
(W. County Road 700 North) to 250 feet south of US 36 (Ridge Road) 

X 
Categorical Exclusion, Level 2 – The proposed action meets the criteria for Categorical Exclusion Manual 
Level 2 - table 1, CE Level Thresholds.  Required Signatories: ESM (Environmental Scoping Manager) 

Categorical Exclusion, Level 3 – The proposed action meets the criteria for Categorical Exclusion Manual 
Level 3 - table 1, CE Level Thresholds.  Required Signatories: ESM, ES (Environmental Services Division) 

Categorical Exclusion, Level 4 – The proposed action meets the criteria for Categorical Exclusion Manual 
Level 4 - table 1, CE Level Thresholds. Required Signatories: ESM, ES, FHWA 

Environmental Assessment (EA) – EAs require a separate FONSI.  Additional research and documentation 
is necessary to determine the effects on the environment. Required Signatories: ES, FHWA 

N/A 6/15/2020
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Part I - PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
 

Every Federal action requires some level of public involvement, providing for early and continuous opportunities throughout the 
project development process. The level of public involvement should be commensurate with the proposed action. 
 

  Yes  No 

Does the project have a historic bridge processed under the Historic Bridges PA*?   X 

If No, then:     

    Opportunity for a Public Hearing Required?  X   

 
*A public hearing is required for all historic bridges processed under the Historic Bridges Programmatic Agreement between INDOT, 
FHWA, SHPO, and the ACHP. 
 

Discuss what public involvement activities (legal notices, letters to affected property owners and residents (i.e. notice of entry), 
meetings, special purpose meetings, newspaper articles, etc.) have occurred for this project. 
 

Remarks:  
Notice of Entry letters were mailed to potentially affected property owners near the project area on November 
20, 2014, and again on September 14, 2017, notifying them about the project and that individuals responsible 
for land surveying and field activities may be seen in the area. A sample copy of the Notice of Entry letters is 
included in Appendix G, pages G1-G2. 
 
To meet the public involvement requirements of Section 106, a legal notice of FHWA’s finding of “No Adverse 
Effect,” was advertised in The Times of Northwest Indiana on February 21, 2020 offering the public an 
opportunity to submit comments pursuant to 36 CFR 800.2(d), 800.3(e), and 800.6(a)(4) The public comment 
period closed 30 days later on March 22, 2020. The text of the public notice and the affidavit of publication 
appear in Appendix D, page D46. 
 
The project will meet the minimum requirements described in the current Indiana Department of 
Transportation (INDOT) Public Involvement Manual which requires the project sponsor to offer the public an 
opportunity to submit comment and/or request a public hearing.  Therefore, a legal notice will appear in a local 
publication contingent upon the release of this document for public involvement. This document will be revised 
after the public involvement requirements are fulfilled. 
 

  
 

Public Controversy on Environmental Grounds Yes  No 

Will the project involve substantial controversy concerning community and/or natural resource impacts?   X 
 

Remarks:  
At this time, there is no substantial public controversy concerning impacts to the community or to natural 
resources. 
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Part II - General Project Identification, Description, and Design Information 
 

Sponsor of the Project: City of Hobart INDOT District: LaPorte 

 
Local Name of the Facility: County Line Road 

 

Funding Source (mark all that apply): Federal X State  Local X Other*  

 

*If other is selected, please indentify the funding source:  

 

PURPOSE AND NEED: 

Describe the transportation problem that the project will address. The solution to the traffic problem should NOT be discussed 
in this section.  (Refer to the CE Manual, Section IV.B.2. Purpose and Need)     
 

 
Need 
The need for the project arises from poor pavement and drainage conditions along County Line Road between US 6 (Ridge 
Road) and Cleveland Avenue (W. CR 700 North). The existing pavement had an average Pavement Surface Evaluation 
Rating (PASER) of 2 (out of 10) as of 2013 and after resurfacing is estimated to have a current rating of approximately 4 
(out of 10). County Line Road exhibits transverse cracking and rutting, as well as longitudinal cracking showing through a 
preventative maintenance overlay treatment applied in 2014. Per the INDOT Design Manual Chapter 46-5.0, Two Way Left 
Turn Lanes (TWLTLs) should be considered when there are a total of 50 drives per mile, a high-density commercial 
development, or an area with substantial mid-block left turns. On a two-lane roadway, TWLTL are advantageous for design 
year average annual daily traffic (AADT) between 5,000 and 12,500 vehicles per day (VPD). County Line Road is a Minor 
Arterial with an AADT of 9,087 VPD (2016) and a projected future AADT of 9,885 VPD (2040). There are 48 intersecting 
drives within the approximately 1.03-mile-long project area, including eight roadways, six of which serve residential 
subdivisions. According to the City of Hobart’s 2015 “Corridor Assessment: County Line Road (US 30 to US 6) Stormwater 
Assessment” (SA), the current drainage system is hindered by undersized, clogged ditches and corrugated metal pipes 
which cause standing water and backyard flooding in adjacent residential properties (Appendix I, I3-I18).   

 
Purpose 

The purpose of the project is to improve the pavement conditions on County Line Road between US 6 (Ridge Road) and 
Cleveland Avenue (W. CR 700 North) to a PASER rating of at least 8 (out of 10) and to reduce flooding and areas of 
standing water along the corridor. 
 

 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION (PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE): 

 
County: Lake, Porter  Municipality: City of Hobart 

 
Limits of Proposed Work: Approximately 400 feet south Cleveland Avenue (W. County Road 700 North) and 

approximately 250 feet south of US 36 (Ridge Road, W. 37th Avenue) 

 
Total Work Length:   1.03 Mile(s) Total Work Area: 8.85 Acre(s) 

    
 Yes1   No  

Is an Interchange Modification Study / Interchange Justification Study (IMS/IJS) required?   X 

If yes, when did the FHWA grant a conditional approval for this project?  Date:  

 1If an IMS or IJS is required; a copy of the approved CE/EA document must be submitted to the FHWA with a request for final 
approval of the IMS/IJS. 

 
In the remarks box below, describe existing conditions, provide in detail the scope of work for the project, including the 
preferred alternative.  Include a discussion of logical termini. Discuss any major issues for the project and how the project will 
improve safety or roadway deficiencies if these are issues. 



Indiana Department of Transportation 
 

County Lake/Porter              Route County Line Road            Des. No. 1382598 

 

This is page 4 of 28     Project name: County Line Road___ Date: June 10, 2020 
  Form Version: June 2013 

Attachment 2 

Location 
The project is located on the border between Lake and Porter Counties, approximately 1.75 miles east of downtown 
Hobart. The project is in Sections 27, 28, 33, and 34, Township 36 North, Range 7 West on the USGS Portage, Indiana 
Quadrangle. The project area runs along the border between Hobart Township, Lake County and Portage Township, 
Porter County (Appendix B, B1-B3). 
 
Existing Conditions 
County Line Road is a two-lane, undivided north-south Minor Arterial. There is one variable 11 to 12-foot wide travel lane 
in each direction. There are variable 1 to 2-foot wide shoulders throughout the project area, changing between paved and 
gravel. There is a 3.5-foot wide concrete sidewalk on the west side of County Line Road between approximately 160 feet 
north of Coral Drive and Cleveland Avenue (W. County Road 700 North), separated from the road by a 13-foot wide grass 
buffer strip. There is a 130-foot long stretch of 6-foot wide concrete sidewalk on the east side of County Line Road that 
ties into the north side of Ingram Avenue. 
 
The Oak Savannah Trail (west of County Line Road)/Prairie Duneland Trail (east of County Line Road) crosses County 
Line Road approximately 0.25 mile south of US 6 (Ridge Road). This is a multi-use paved recreational trail. On each side 
of the crossing the pavement loops around a small grass circle. There is informational signage in the center grass on the 
east side. There is also a wooden fence and a gate to stop motorized vehicles on the east side. The crossing is controlled 
by stop signs for trail users. County Line Road is marked as a bike route between the trail and Cleveland Avenue (W. 
County Road 700 North), but there is no signage altering motorists to the crossing.  
 
The County Line Road intersection with Cleveland Avenue (W. County Road 700 North) is a four-way stop. The 
intersection of County Line Road and US 6 (Ridge Road) is signaled and there is an approximately 120-foot long 
dedicated left turn lane for northbound County Line Road motorists turning west onto US 6 (Ridge Road). There is an 
approximately 200-foot long right turn lane for southbound County Line Road motorists for access to the Inland Manor 
Baptist Church approximately 1,000 feet south of US 6 (Ridge Road). 
 
Existing stormwater in the area is handled by a combination of roadside swales, adjacent roadway gutter systems, and 
surface drains which carry stormwater two Unnamed Tributaries (UNTs) to Deep River. Two metal pipe culverts carry 
County Line Road over the UNTs to Deep River. The culvert located approximately 1,470 feet south of US 6 (Ridge 
Road), is an approximately 43-foot long, 60-inch diameter corrugated metal pipe (CMP). The approximately 45.88-foot 
long culvert located approximately 2,000 feet south of US 6 (Ridge Road), is a 30-inch by 60-inch diameter CMP. 
 
There are six local streets intersecting Country Line Road within the project area, which are, from north to south: Camelot 
Estates, Camelot Manor, Arbor Lane, Exeter Avenue, Ingram Avenue, and Coral Drive. These streets provide access to 
adjacent residential subdivisions. Each intersection is controlled by a stop sign for the local subdivision street. There is a 
10-foot wide right turn lane/passing blister for southbound County Line Road Motorists between Coral Drive and Arbor 
Lane. 
 
The existing typical and maximum ROW along County Line Road between Cleveland Avenue (W. County Road 700 N.) 
and the Oak Savannah Trail is approximately 40 feet (20 feet on each side of the centerline). The existing typical and 
maximum ROW on County Line Road between the Oak Savannah Trail and US 6 (Ridge Road) is approximately 65 feet, 
45 feet west of the centerline and 20 feet east of the centerline. 
 
Preferred Alternative 
The City of Hobart proposes improvements to County Line Road between approximately 250 feet south of US 36 (Ridge 
Road, W. 37th Avenue) and approximately 400 feet south of Cleveland Avenue (W. County Road 700 North). The total 
project length is approximately 1.03 mile. The logical termini are US 6 (Ridge Road) and Cleveland Avenue (W. County 
Road 700 North). 

The proposed project consists of pavement reconstruction and widening, sidewalk replacement and extension, and 
drainage improvements. The typical section between US 6 (Ridge Road) and Coral Drive will consist of an 11-foot wide 
travel lane in each direction with a 14-foot wide two-way-left turn lane (TWLTL) to help manage the volume of traffic 
(Appendix B, B13). The typical section between Coral Drive and Cleveland Avenue (W. County Road 700 North) will 
consist of an 11-foot travel lane in each direction with an 11-foot northbound turn lane switching to a southbound left turn 
lane at the intersection of County Line Road and Cleveland Avenue (W. County Road 700 North). A 2-foot, 7-inch 
concrete curb and gutter will be installed on each side of the road. Minor improvements to vertical alignment along County 
Line Road (generally 1-foot or less) will occur throughout the project area. All private drive and local street connections to 
County Line Road will be reconstructed to tie into the improved roadway. New street lighting will be installed along the 
west side of County Line Road throughout the entire project corridor.  
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The existing sidewalk on the west side of County Line Road between Cleveland Avenue (W. County Road 700 North) and 
approximately 160 feet north of Coral Drive will be replaced and new concrete sidewalk will be constructed along the west 
side of County Line Road to the northern project terminus. Replacement sidewalks will be 6 feet wide between Cleveland 
Avenue (W. County Road 700 North) and approximately 108 feet north of Coral Drive in order to reduce impacts on the 
east side of County Line Road. The remainder of the sidewalk north of approximately 108 feet north of Coral Drive will be 
8-10 feet wide. The sidewalk and curb ramps will be Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)-compliant. Improvements will 
be made to the Oak Savannah/Prairie Duneland Trail crossing of County Line Road, approximately 0.23 mile south of US 
6 (Ridge Road), including a mid-crossing refuge, new signage and pavement markings, and a crossing signal (such as a 
Rectangular Rapid Flash Beacon). The crossing will be ADA-compliant. 
 
The two existing CMPs carrying County Line Road over UNTs to Deep River will be replaced with longer structures on 
similar alignments. Approximately 1,000 feet of 36-inch storm water drainage pipe and outlet will be installed along the 
north side of Arbor Lane west of County Line Road. This section of new stormwater drainage pipe will connect to a 350 
foot-long section of 36-inch diameter pipe that will extend north from the north side of Arbor Lane and will outlet into UNT1 
to Deep River (Appendix B, B39-B40). A storm sewer system with a maximum 36-inch diameter trunk line will be added 
underneath County Line Road throughout the project area. Inlets and manholes will be installed throughout the project 
area. 
 
Approximately 3.39 acres of permanent right-of-way (ROW) and 1.21 acre of temporary ROW acquisition is anticipated. 
Permanent ROW will consist largely of residential mowed grass areas, with some concrete sidewalk, adjacent to the 
current roadway. It is possible some anticipated permanent ROW may be also become dedicated utility easement. 
Temporary ROW will be required for grading and the reconstruction of private driveways. Closure of County Line Road for 
up to 90-120 days with the institution of a detour may be necessary for construction.  
 
This alternative will function as a discrete project, without further construction, and therefore has independent utility. This 
alternative will meet the project’s purpose and need by improving the pavement conditions to a PASER rating of at least 8 
out of 10, providing TWLTLs, and improving drainage on County Line Road by adding stormwater capacity, thus reducing 
flooding, and is therefore the preferred alternative. 

 
 
 

OTHER ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: 

Describe all discarded alternatives, including the Do-Nothing Alternative and an explanation of why each discarded alternative 
was not selected.  

 
Do-Nothing Alternative 
The Do-Nothing Alternative proposes no construction take place. There would be no cost and no environmental impacts 
associated with this alternative. However, the condition of the pavement and drainage conditions on County Line Road 
would not be addressed. Therefore, this alternative does not meet the project’s purpose and need and was dismissed from 
further consideration. 
 
Roundabout Alternative at Cleveland Avenue (W. County Road 700 North) 
This alternative would include construction of a roundabout at the intersection of County Line Road and Cleveland Avenue 
(W. County Road 700 North), offset slightly to the east of the existing intersection, in order to address traffic congestion at 
the intersection. Traffic congestion was an initial primary purpose of the project that was later removed from the purpose 
and need. A tunnel would also be constructed underneath the roundabout for southbound motorists on County Line Road to 
the parking lot in the southeast quadrant of the intersection. This alternative would meet the project’s current purpose and 
need. However, this alternative would result in an “Adverse Effect” to a historic property, approximately 12.5 acres of 
permanent ROW acquisition, and had the potential to cause one residential relocation. Given the additional environmental 
impacts, this alternative was dismissed from further consideration. 
 
Roundabout Alternative at Coral Drive 
This alternative would include construction of a roundabout at the intersection of County Line Road and Coral Drive, offset 
slightly to the east of the existing intersection, to address traffic congestion. Traffic congestion was initially a primary 
purpose of the project that was subsequently removed from the purpose and need.  County Line Road would be slightly 
realigned to the east in the vicinity of the intersection to accommodate the roundabout. This alternative would meet the 
project’s purpose and need. However, this alternative would require approximately 8.18 acres of permanent ROW 
acquisition and cause one residential relocation. This alternative would have limited benefits for improved LOS within the 
project area and, given the additional environmental impacts, this alternative was dismissed from further consideration. 
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The Do Nothing Alternative is not feasible, prudent or practicable because (Mark all that apply):  

It would not correct existing capacity deficiencies;  

It would not correct existing safety hazards;  

It would not correct the existing roadway geometric deficiencies;  

It would not correct existing deteriorated conditions and maintenance problems; or X 

It would result in serious impacts to the motoring public and general welfare of the economy.  

Other (Describe)  

 
 

ROADWAY CHARACTER: County Line Road 

 
Functional Classification: Minor Arterial 

Current  AADT: 9,087 VPD  (2016) Design Year ADT: 9885 VPD   (2040) 

Design Hour Volume (DHV): 988 Truck Percentage (%) 5 

Designed Speed (mph): 30 Legal Speed (mph): 30 

                                                 
                                             Existing                                   Proposed 
 

Number of Lanes: 2 @ 10-11 ft. 
2 @ 11 ft. 

1 @ 11-14 ft. 

Type of Lanes: Through 
Through 

Two-way Left Turn Lane 

Pavement Width: 20-26 ft. 33-36 ft.  

Shoulder Width: 2 @ 1-2 ft. 0 ft.  

Median Width: N/A ft. N/A ft.  

Sidewalk Width: 
1 @ 3.5 
1@ 6 ft. 
(partial) 

ft. 
1 @ 6-10 

(west) 
ft. 

 

 

Setting:  Urban X Suburban  Rural 

Topography: X Level  Rolling  Hilly 

       

 

 

DESIGN CRITERIA FOR BRIDGES: N/A 

 
Structure/NBI Number(s): N/A Sufficiency Rating: N/A 

  
                                              Existing                                   Proposed 
 

Bridge Type: N/A N/A 

Number of Spans: N/A N/A 

Weight Restrictions: N/A ton N/A ton  

Height Restrictions: N/A ft. N/A ft.  

Curb to Curb Width: N/A ft. N/A ft.  

Outside to Outside Width: N/A ft. N/A ft.  

Shoulder Width: N/A ft. N/A ft.  

Length of Channel Work:   N/A ft.  

 
Describe bridges and structures; provide specific location information for small structures. 

Remarks: 
 
 

 
The culvert located at station 100+48 Line A, approximately 1,470 feet south of US 6, is a 43-foot long 60-inch 
CMP carrying UNT 1 of Deep River. This culvert will be replaced with an approximately 87-foot long 6-foot by 
5-foot reinforced concrete box culvert (Appendix B, B40). 
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 Yes  No  N/A 

Will the structure be rehabilitated or replaced as part of the project? X     

If the proposed action has multiple bridges or small structures, this section should be filled out for each structure. 

 
 

Structure/NBI Number(s): N/A Sufficiency Rating: N/A 

  
                                              Existing                                   Proposed 
 

Bridge Type: N/A N/A 

Number of Spans: N/A N/A 

Weight Restrictions: N/A ton N/A ton  

Height Restrictions: N/A ft. N/A ft.  

Curb to Curb Width: N/A ft. N/A ft.  

Outside to Outside 
Width: 

N/A ft. N/A ft. 
 

Shoulder Width: N/A ft. N/A ft.  

Length of Channel 
Work: 

  N/A ft.  

 
Describe bridges and structures; provide specific location information for small structures. 

Remarks: 
 
 

 
The culvert located at station 95+11, approximately 2,000 feet south of US 6, is a 45.88-foot long 30-inch by 
60-inch CMP carrying UNT 2 of the Deep River under County Line Road. This culvert will be replaced with 
an approximately 81-foot long 6-foot by 5-foot reinforced concrete box culvert (Appendix B, B39). 
 

  
 Yes  No  N/A 

Will the structure be rehabilitated or replaced as part of the project? X     

If the proposed action has multiple bridges or small structures, this section should be filled out for each structure. 
 
 

MAINTENANCE OF TRAFFIC (MOT) DURING CONSTRUCTION: 

 
 Yes  No 

Is a temporary bridge proposed?     X 

Is a temporary roadway proposed?     X 

Will the project involve the use of a detour or require a ramp closure? (describe in remarks) X   

     Provisions will be made for access by local traffic and so posted.   X   

     Provisions will be made for through-traffic dependent businesses. X   

     Provisions will be made to accommodate any local special events or festivals.   X 

Will the proposed MOT substantially change the environmental consequences of the action?   X 

Is there substantial controversy associated with the proposed method for MOT?   X 

 
 

Remarks:  
The MOT for this project will require the temporary closure of County Line Road south of Coral Drive. 
The closure will last a maximum of 120 days. A local detour will be provided. The remainder of the 
project will be constructed under traffic. 
 
The closure restrictions will pose a temporary inconvenience to traveling motorists (including school 
buses and emergency services); however, no significant delays are anticipated, and all inconveniences 
will cease upon project completion. Delays may occur during construction but will cease with project 
completion. 
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ESTIMATED PROJECT COST AND SCHEDULE: 

 

Engineering: $ 1,001,000 (2019)    Right-of-Way: $ 250,000  (2020) Construction: $  8,596,260 (2022) 

 
Anticipated Start Date of Construction: Spring 2022 

 

 
Date project incorporated into STIP July 2, 2019  

 
 Yes  No  

 Is the project in an MPO Area? X    

 
 If yes, 
 

Name of MPO Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC)   

    
Location of Project in TIP Page 63   

    
Date of incorporation by reference into the STIP  July 2, 2019 

  
 

 

RIGHT OF WAY: 

 

 Amount (acres) 

Land Use Impacts Permanent Temporary 

Residential 2.05 0.08 

Commercial 0.47 0.46 

Agricultural 0.66 0.00 

Forest 0.21 0.22 

Wetlands 0.00 0.00 

Other: Religious 0.00 0.17 

Other: Public 0.00 0.28 

TOTAL 3.39 1.21 

 
Describe both Permanent and Temporary right-of-way and describe their current use. Typical and Maximum right-of-way 
widths (existing and proposed) should also be discussed. Any advance acquisition or reacquisition, either known or 
suspected, and their impacts on the environmental analysis should be discussed. 
 

Remarks:  
The existing typical and maximum ROW along County Line Road between Cleveland Avenue (W. County 
Road 700 N.) and the Oak Savannah Trail is approximately 40 feet (20 feet on each side of the centerline). 
The existing typical and maximum ROW on County Line Road between the Oak Savannah Trail and US 6 
(Ridge Road) is approximately 65 feet, 45 feet west of the centerline and 20 feet east of the centerline.  
 
The proposed typical ROW along County Line Road between Cleveland Avenue (W. County Road 700 N.) 
and the Oak Savannah Trail is approximately 55 feet, 25 feet east and 30 feet west of the centerline. The 
proposed maximum ROW along County Line Road between Cleveland Avenue (W. County Road 700 N.) and 
the Oak Savannah Trail is approximately 60 feet, 30 feet east and 30 feet west of the centerline. The typical 
and maximum ROW on County Line Road between the Oak Savannah Trail and US 6 (Ridge Road) is not 
proposed to change. 
 
This project requires approximately 3.39 acres of permanent ROW acquisition. The current land uses in the 
proposed ROW are maintained residential lawn, commercial (parking lot), recreational (trail) and 
transportation (concrete sidewalk). Approximately 1.21 acre of temporary ROW acquisition is anticipated for 
yard grading and to reconstruct private drives and the Oak Savannah/Prairie Duneland Trail Crossing. 
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The project will also require approximately 2.79 acres utility and drainage easements. The easements will 
consist of a total of approximately 0.43 acre of commercial property, 1.52 acres of residential property, 0.15 
acre of public land, and 0.69 acre of wooded property. 
 
If the scope of work or permanent or temporary ROW amounts change, the INDOT Environmental Services 
Division (ESD) and the INDOT District Environmental Section will be contacted immediately. 
 

  

 
Part III – Identification and Evaluation of Impacts of the Proposed Action 
  

SECTION A – ECOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

 
 Presence       Impacts  
   Yes  No  

Streams, Rivers, Watercourses & Jurisdictional Ditches  X  X    

Federal Wild and Scenic Rivers        

State Natural, Scenic or Recreational Rivers        

Nationwide Rivers Inventory (NRI) listed       

Outstanding Rivers List for Indiana       

Navigable Waterways       

 

 Remarks:  
Based on a desktop review, a site visit on June 1, 2017 by BF&S, the aerial map of the project area (Appendix 
B, B3), and the water resources map in the Red Flag Investigation (RFI) report (Appendix E, E9), there are six 
streams, rivers, watercourses, and jurisdictional ditches located within the 0.5 mile search radius. There are 
two streams located within the project area.  
 
According to the database administered by the Bureau of Land Management, National Park Service (NPS), 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and U.S. Forest Service (http://www.rivers.gov/), there are no 
streams in this area of Lake County or Porter County that are on the list of Wild, Scenic or Recreational 
Rivers.  In addition, according to the database administered by the NPS 
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/rivers/nationwide-rivers-inventory.htm, there are no streams in this area of Lake 
County or Porter County that are on the Nationwide Rivers Inventory which are free-flowing rivers that 
possess one or more “outstandingly remarkable” natural or cultural values judged to be of more than local or 
regional significance. 
 
The project area crosses two UNTs to Deep River. The UNT 1 is located approximately 0.28 mile south of US 
6 (Ridge Road). UNT 1 has an ordinary high-water mark (OHWM) width of 4 feet and an OHWM depth of 1 
foot. UNT 1 has a silt substrate, and slow flow velocity. The 43-foot long, 60-inch diameter CMP culvert 
carrying County Line Road over UNT 1 will be replaced with an 87-foot long 7-foot by 5-foot reinforced 
concrete box culvert. A new 36-inch diameter storm drainage pipe will outlet into this UNT approximately 
1,000 feet west of County Line Road and approximately 350 feet north of Arbor Lane. 
 
UNT 2 to Deep River is located approximately 0.38 mile south of US 6 (Ridge Road). UNT 2 has an ordinary 
OHWM width of 4 feet and an OHWM depth of 1 foot. UNT 2 has a silt substrate, and slow flow velocity. The 
culvert carrying County Line Road over UNT 2 is a 45.88-foot long, 30-inch by 60-inch diameter CMP which 
will be replaced with an 81-foot long 6-foot by 5-foot reinforced concrete box culvert. 
 
A total of approximately 168 feet of stream are expected to be impacted due to the replacement of the culverts 
and the storm drainage improvements. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) makes all final 
determinations regarding jurisdiction. 
 
Early coordination letters were sent on February 4, 2020 to the USACE, NIRPC, the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS), and the Indiana Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) (Appendix C, C1-C3). 
The USACE acknowledged receipt of early coordination but did not make any comments (Appendix C, C30). 
 

http://www.rivers.gov/
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/rivers/nationwide-rivers-inventory.htm
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The Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) responded on March 3, 2020 and advised 
that the project area drains to Deep River, which is listed as impaired for biotic communities and E. coli. 
NIRPC recommended measures to aid in restoring the quality of the watershed (Appendix C, C32). The 
USFWS respond on March 23, 2020 and did not provide any comments specific to streams (Appendix C C35-
C36). 
 
The IDNR responded to early coordination on March 4, 2020 and recommended measures to reduce impacts 
to streams due to crossing structures and provided standard recommendations for limiting impacts to erosion 
and runoff. 

 
All applicable IDNR and NIRPC recommendations are included in the Environmental Commitments section of 
this CE document. 

 
  
   Presence  Impacts  
Other Surface Waters     Yes  No  

Reservoirs       

Lakes X    X  

Farm Ponds       

Detention Basins       

Storm Water Management Facilities       

Other:         

 

Remarks:  
Based on a desktop review, a site visit on June 1, 2017 by BF&S, the aerial map of the project area (Appendix 
B, B3), and the water resource map in the RFI report (Appendix E, E9) there are four (4) lakes within the 0.5 
mile search radius. There are no other surface waters present within the project area; therefore, no impacts 
are expected. 
 
Storm water is currently managed by roadside swales. This project will increase the capacity for storm water 
drainage by installing a new drainage trunk line underneath County Line Road. 
 
Early coordination letters were sent to the City of Hobart Stormwater District / MS4 Coordinator and the Porter 
County Stormwater Department on February 4, 2020. The Hobart Sanitary/Storm Water District Coordinator 
responded by email on February 10, 2020, expressing “significant hydrology concerns” and recommending 
further ecological investigations (Appendix C, C27). BF&S responded on February 11, 2020 detailing the 
investigations which have been conducted on the project area (Appendix C, C26). The IDNR responded to 
early coordination on March 4, 2020 and stated the project is in the Lake Michigan Costal Program boundary; 
however, since this project requires a USACE 404 permit, it is exempt from Federal Consistency Review. 
(Appendix C, C32-C34). The USFWS respond on March 23, 2020 and did not provided any comments 
specific to other surface waters (Appendix C C35-C36). 
 
NIRPC responded to early coordination on March 3, 2020, and recommended utilizing/retrofitting the existing 
basins bordering Arbor Lane. NIRPC also included recommendations to incorporate post-construction storm 
water best management practices (Appendix C, C31). The existing basins are privately owned and do not 
have the capacity to handle drainage for this project. 
 
All applicable NIRPC recommendations are included in the Environmental Commitments section of this CE 
document. 
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    Presence       Impacts 

 

                                                                                                                                                     Yes             No  

Wetlands  X  X    

         
Total wetland area:  1.0 acre(s) Total wetland area impacted:  0.08 acre(s) 

(If a determination has not been made for non-isolated/isolated wetlands, fill in the total wetland area impacted above.) 

 
Wetland No. Classification Total Size 

(Acres) 
Impacted 

Acres 
Comments 

1 

Palustrine, 
forested, 

broadleaved 
deciduous, 
temporarily 

flooded 

1.0 0.08 N/A 

 
 

 Documentation      ES Approval Dates 
Wetlands (Mark all that apply)   

Wetland Determination X  LPA project 

Wetland Delineation  X  LPA project 

USACE Isolated Waters Determination    

Mitigation Plan    

 
 

Improvements that will not result in any wetland impacts are not practicable because such avoidance 
would result in (Mark all that apply and explain): 

 

 

Substantial adverse impacts to adjacent homes, business or other improved properties;  

Substantially increased project costs;  

Unique engineering, traffic, maintenance, or safety problems; X 

Substantial adverse social, economic, or environmental impacts, or   

The project not meeting the identified needs. X 
 

Measures to avoid, minimize, and mitigate wetland impacts need to be discussed in the remarks box. 

Remarks:  
Based on a review of the National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) online mapper 
(https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/data/Mapper.html), a site visit on June 1, 2017 by BF&S, the USGS 
topographic map (Appendix B, B3), and the RFI report (Appendix E, E1-E7), 16 wetlands are located within 
the 0.5 mile search radius. There is one (1) wetland within the project area. 
 
A wetland determination was conducted on September 30, 2015 by BF&S. During the investigation it was 
determined that a riparian wetland area was present along UNT 1 that flows along the south side of the Prairie 
Duneland Trail corridor. This wetland is approximately 1.0 acre and is bisected by County Line Road. The 
wetland is comprised primarily of cattail (Typha sp.) and reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea). Both 
species are considered hydrophytic. This wetland is low quality due to the lack of species diversity. This 
wetland is likely jurisdictional due to its adjacency to UNT 1. In order to facilitate the widening of County Line 
Road, the new road slope must encroach on this area.  As a result, complete avoidance of the wetland area is 
impractical. The proposed road slope design has been lessened to the extent feasible in order to minimize 
impacts to the wetland area.  As a result, the proposed permanent impacts to the wetland area is 0.08 acre.  
Since the impact area is below 0.1 acre, no wetland mitigation is anticipated. All wetland findings and 
proposed impacts will be coordinated with the USACE and IDEM prior to initiating project construction. Due to 
the time elapsed since the wetland investigation was completed, a new Waters of the U.S. Determination 
study will be conducted and coordinated with the appropriate agencies. The USACE makes all final 
determinations regarding jurisdiction. 
 
Early Coordination 
Early coordination letters were sent to the USACE, USFWS, and the IDNR on February 4, 2020 (Appendix C, 
C1-C3). The USACE acknowledged receipt of early coordination but did not make any comments (Appendix 

https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/data/Mapper.html
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C, C30). The USFWS responded on March 23, 2020 and stated wetlands may be impacted along UNT 2. The 
USFWS recommended avoidance and provided recommendations for mitigation (Appendix C, C35-C36). 
 
The IDNR responded to early coordination on March 4, 2020 and recommended wetlands be avoided by all 
excavation and fill activities (Appendix C, C32-33). 
 
The Hobart Sanitary/Storm Water District Coordinator responded by email on February 10, 2020 and 
expressed concern about the presence of wetlands near the stream crossings and recommended further 
studies. BF&S responded on February 11, 2020 detailing the investigations which have been conducted on 
the project area (Appendix C, C26-C27). 
 
All applicable IDNR, USFWS, and Hobart Sanitary/Storm Water District recommendations are included in the 
Environmental Commitments section of this CE document. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 Use the remarks box to identify each type of habitat and the acres impacted (i.e. forested, grassland, farmland, lawn, etc). 

Remarks:  
Based on a desktop review, site visits on December 11, 2014 and January 20, 2015 by BF&S, and the aerial 
map of the project area (Appendix B, B3), there are three (3) types of terrestrial habitats present within the 
project area: forested, agricultural, and residential/commercial. The forested habitat includes sugar maple 
(Acer saccharum), silver maple (Acer saccharinim), common hackberry (Celtis occidentalis), red maple (Acer 

rubrum), mayapple (Podophyllum peltatum), and Japanese honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica). Approximately, 

0.21 acre of forested habitat will be permanently impacted by the project due to the widening of the road and 
construction of the stormwater outlet to UNT 2 of Deep River. Approximately 0.22 acre of forested habitat will 
be temporarily impacted by project construction. Approximately 0.69 acre of wooded habitat will be temporarily 
impacted by utility easements. Approximately 85 trees will be removed as a result of this project. 
 
The residential/commercial habitat type consists of mowed lawns with few trees, and ornamental plantings. 
Approximately 2.52 acres of residential/commercial type habitat will be permanently impacted due to the 
widening of the road. Approximately 0.07 acre will be temporarily impacted by construction. The agricultural 
habitat type consists of row crops, typically corn or soybeans. Approximately 0.66 acre of agricultural habitat 
will be permanently impacted by the widening of the road.   
 
Avoidance alternatives are not practicable while still meeting the purpose of the project which is to increase 
stormwater drainage in order to eliminate flooding and standing water along the corridor, which requires 
reshaping of stormwater drainage ditches along the project area. Mitigation of the loss of forested area is 
anticipated (see below). 
 
Early Coordination 
Early Coordination information was sent to the USFWS and IDNR by BF&S on February 4, 2020 (Appendix C, 
C1-C3). The IDNR responded on March 4, 2020 and recommended the revegetation of all bare and disturbed 
areas with mixed grasses and appropriately designed erosion and sediment control measures (Appendix C, 
C32-34). The IDNR also recommended that mitigation be provided for unavoidable tree impacts. The USFWS 
responded on March 23, 2020, and requested mitigation for the woodland acreage that would be lost to the 
project (Appendix C C35-C36). 
 
All applicable IDNR and USFWS recommendations are included in the Environmental Commitments section of 
this document. 
 

If there are high incidences of animal movements observed in the project area, or if bridges and other areas appear to be the sole corridor for 
animal movement, consideration of utilizing wildlife crossings should be taken. 

 
 
 
  

 

 

 

    

 Presence  Impacts 
   Yes  No 

Terrestrial Habitat  X  X   

Unique or High Quality Habitat      
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Karst   Yes  No 

     Is the proposed project located within or adjacent to the potential Karst Area of Indiana?   X 

     Are karst features located within or adjacent to the footprint of the proposed project?   X 

 

                    If yes, will the project impact any of these karst features?    

 
Use the remarks box to identify any karst features within the project area.  (Karst investigation must comply with the Karst 
MOU, dated October 13, 1993 

Remarks:  
Based on a desktop review, the project is located outside the designated karst region of Indiana as outlined in 
the October 13, 1993 Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). According to the topo map of the project area 
(Appendix B, B2), and the RFI report (Appendix E, E1-E7), there are no karst features identified within or 
adjacent to the project area. In the early coordination response, the Indiana Geological Survey (IGS) did not 
indicate that karst features exist in the project area (Appendix C, C4-C6).   
 
The Environmental Assessment Report from the IGS did indicate that there is high liquefaction potential, and 
a floodway within the project area. The IGS report also indicated that the area includes a high potential 
bedrock resource and a low potential sand and gravel resource. See Appendix C, C4-C6) for the IGS report. 
These features will not be affected because maximum depth of excavation will be 10 feet. The response from 
IGS has been communicated with the designer on March 10, 2020. No impacts are expected. 

 
 
 

Presence 
 

Impacts 

Threatened or Endangered Species  Yes  No 

     Within the known range of any federal species X  X   

     Any critical habitat identified within project area      

     Federal species found in project area (based upon informal consultation)        

     State species found in project area (based upon consultation with IDNR)      

 
       Yes  No 

     Is Section 7 formal consultation required for this action?    X 
 

Remarks:  
Based on a desktop review and the RFI report (Appendix E, E1-E7), completed by BF&S on February 11, 
2019, the IDNR Lake County and Porter County Endangered, Threatened and Rare (ETR) Species Lists have 
been checked and are included in Appendix, E, E12-E33. The highlighted species on the list reflect the federal 
and state identified ETR species located within the counties. According to the IDNR Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (DFW) early coordination response letter dated March 4, 2020 (Appendix C, C32-C34), the Natural 
Heritage Program’s Database has been checked and, to date, no plant or animal species listed as state or 
federally threatened, endangered, or rare have been reported to occur in the project vicinity.  
 
Project information was submitted through the USFWS’s Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) 
portal, and an official species list was generated (Appendix C, C37-C42). The project is within range of the 
federally endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and the federally threatened northern long-eared bat 
(NLEB) (Myotis septentrionalis). No additional species were found within or adjacent to the project area other 
than the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat. 
 
Based on the distance of the storm drainage outlet from existing pavement, this project does not qualify for the 
Range-wide Programmatic Informal Consultation for the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat (NLEB). The 
USFWS agreed with this assessment on November 30, 2018 and requested regular early coordination be sent 
to USFWS. The USFWS responded to early coordination on March 23, 2020, stating there is potential 
summer nursery habitat along UNT 2 which may be affected by the storm sewer, and restricting tree clearing 
to October 1 through April 1, as well as mitigation for woodland loss, will be necessary. USFWS concluded 
that, with these restrictions, the project is not likely to adversely affect endangered and threatened species 
(Appendix C, C35-C36). 
 
The RFI report was approved on February 11, 2019 (Appendix E, E1-E7). Project information was submitted 
through the USFW’s IPaC portal, and an official species list was generated (Appendix C, C38-C42). 
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Early coordination letters were sent on February 4, 2020 (Appendix C, C1-C3). The IDNR responded on 
March 4, 2020 and did not provide any comments concerning threatened and endangered species (Appendix 
C, C32-C34). 
 
This precludes the need for further consultation on this project as required under Section 7 of the Endangered 
Species Act, as amended. If new information on endangered species at the site becomes available, or if 
project plans are changed, USFWS will be contacted for consultation. 
 

 
 

SECTION B – OTHER RESOURCES 

 
 Presence              Impacts  
Drinking Water Resources     Yes  No  

     Wellhead Protection Area       

     Public Water System(s) X  X    

     Residential Well(s)       

     Source Water Protection Area(s) X    X  

     Sole Source Aquifer (SSA)      

         
      If a SSA is present, answer the following:   
               Yes    No 

             Is the Project in the St. Joseph Aquifer System?    

             Is the FHWA/EPA SSA MOU Applicable?    

             Initial Groundwater Assessment Required?    

             Detailed Groundwater Assessment Required?    

 

 
Remarks: 

 
Sole Source Aquifer 
The project is located in Lake County and Porter County, which are not located within the area of the St. 
Joseph Sole Source Aquifer, the only legally designated sole source aquifer in the state of Indiana. Therefore, 
the FHWA/EPA Sole Source Aquifer Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is not applicable to this project.  
Therefore, a detailed groundwater assessment is not needed and no impacts are expected. 
 
Wellhead Protection Area and Source Water 
IDEM’s Wellhead Proximity Determinator website (https://www.in.gov/idem/cleanwater/pages/wellhead/) was 
accessed on March 19, 2020 by BF&S. This project is not located within a Wellhead Protection Area and is 
located in a Source Water Area. IDEM’s Groundwater Section was directly coordinated with on April 1, 2020 
to determine if any project specific restrictions or mitigation measures need to be considered. IDEM 
responded on April 23, 2020, stating the project area is within the Indiana American Water- Northwest Source 
Water Area (Appendix C, 43). Drinking water in the area is provided by Indiana American Water. Between 
Cleveland Avenue (W. County Road 700 North) and US 6 (Ridge Road), there is an 8-inch cast iron water 
main which will be retired-in-place and replaced with a 12-inch PVC water main. South of Cleveland Avenue 
(W. County Road 700 North), the existing 12-inch PVC water main will be avoided (Appendix I, I6). The 
project will adhere to INDOT best management practices (BMPs) with regards to erosion and sediment control 
during construction. Therefore, no negative impacts are expected.  
 
Water Wells 
The IDNR’s Enhanced Water Well Web Viewer website 
(https://indnr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=4b4f37e1dde744ce865e1be4d157ac93) 
was accessed on March 19, 2020 by BF&S. No wells are located near this project. Therefore, no impacts are 
expected.   
 
Urban Area Boundary 
Based on a desktop review of the INDOT MS4 website (https://entapps.indot.in.gov/MS4/) by BF&S on 
February 11, 2019 and the RFI report; this project is located in an Urban Area Boundary (UAB) location. An 
early coordination letter was sent on February 4, 2020, to the City of Hobart MS4 Coordinator and the Porter 

https://www.in.gov/idem/cleanwater/pages/wellhead/
https://indnr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=4b4f37e1dde744ce865e1be4d157ac93
https://entapps.indot.in.gov/MS4/


Indiana Department of Transportation 
 

County Lake/Porter              Route County Line Road            Des. No. 1382598 

 

This is page 15 of 28     Project name: County Line Road___ Date: June 10, 2020 
  Form Version: June 2013 

Attachment 2 

County MS4 Coordinator. The Porter County MS4 coordinator did not respond within the 30-day time frame. 
The City of Hobart Sanitary/Storm Water District Coordinator responded on February 10, 2020 and did not 
make any comments specific to the stormwater system. Stormwater in the project area is currently handled by 
an undersized storm sewer. This project will increase the capacity of the stormwater drainage to an adequate 
level. 
 
Public Water System 
Based on a desktop review, a site visit on June 1, 2017 by BF&S, utility coordination, and the aerial map of 
the project area (Appendix B, B3), this project is located where there is a public water system. The public 
water system will not be negatively affected because it will be upgraded as part of the project. An early 
coordination letter was sent on August 11, 2017, to Indiana American Water (Appendix I, I4-I5). Indiana 
American Water responded on January 2, 2020 (Appendix I, I6). Between Cleveland Avenue (CR 700 North) 
and US 6 (Ridge Road), there is an 8-inch cast iron water main which will be retired-in-place and replaced 
with a 12-inch PVC water main. South of Cleveland Avenue (CR 700 North), the existing 12-inch PVC water 
main will be avoided. 
 

 
      Presence 

 
   Impacts 

 

Flood Plains       Yes     No  

     Longitudinal Encroachment       

     Transverse Encroachment      

     Project located within a regulated floodplain      

Homes located in floodplain within 1000’ up/downstream from project         

 
Discuss impacts according to classification system described in the “Procedural Manual for Preparing Environmental Studies”. 

Remarks:  
The IDNR Indiana Floodway Information Portal website (http://dnrmaps.dnr.in.gov/appsphp/fdms/) was 
accessed on March 11, 2020 by BF&S. This project is not located in a regulatory floodplain as determined 
from approved IDNR floodplain maps (Appendix F, F5). Therefore, it does not fall within the guidelines for the 
implementation of 23 CFR 650, 23 CFR 771, and 44 CFR. No impacts are expected. 
 

  
   Presence  Impacts  

Farmland   Yes  No  

     Agricultural Lands  X  X    

     Prime Farmland (per NRCS) X  X    

      
Total Points (from Section VII of CPA-106/AD-1006* 117  

*If 160 or greater, see CE Manual for guidance. 
 

See CE Manual for guidance to determine which NRCS form is appropriate for your project. 

Remarks:  
Based on a desktop review, a site visit on June 1, 2017 by BF&S, and the aerial map of the project area 
(Appendix B, B3), the project will convert 0.68 acre of farmland as defined by the Farmland Protection Policy 
Act. An early coordination letter was sent on February 4, 2020, to Natural Resources Conservation Services 
(NRCS). Coordination with NRCS resulted in a score of 117 on the AD 1006 Form (Appendix C, C28-C29). 
NRCS’s threshold score for significant impacts to farmland that result in the consideration of alternatives is 
160. Since this project score is less than the threshold, no significant loss of prime, unique, statewide, or local 
important farmland will result from this project. No alternatives other than those previously discussed in this 
document will be investigated without reevaluating impacts to prime farmland. 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 

http://dnrmaps.dnr.in.gov/appsphp/fdms/
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SECTION C – CULTURAL RESOURCES 

 
     Category       Type INDOT Approval Dates    N/A 

Minor Projects PA Clearance      X 

 
 
 
Results of Research  

Eligible and/or Listed 
 Resource Present 

 
 

  
 

     
 

           

  

     

 Archaeology        

 NRHP Buildings/Site(s) X       

 NRHP District(s)        

 NRHP Bridge(s)        

  
Project Effect 
 

No Historic Properties Affected   No Adverse Effect X  Adverse Effect  

 
                                                                Documentation 
                                                                        Prepared 
Documentation (mark all that apply)  

       
 ES/FHWA  

Approval Date(s) 
SHPO 

 Approval Date(s) 

Historic Properties Short Report      

Historic Property Report X  August 27, 2017  September 25, 2017 

Archaeological Records Check/ Review      

Archaeological Phase Ia Survey Report X  November 9, 2018  October 17, 2019 

Archaeological Phase Ic Survey Report      

Archaeological Phase II Investigation Report      

Archaeological Phase III Data Recovery      

APE, Eligibility and Effect Determination  X  February 18, 2020  March 13, 2020 

800.11 Documentation X  February 18, 2020  March 13, 2020 

      
    MOA Signature Dates (List all signatories)  

Memorandum of Agreement (MOA)    

   

Describe all efforts to document cultural resources, including a detailed summary of the Section 106 process, using the 
categories outlined in the remarks box The completion of the Section 106 process requires that a Legal Notice be published in 
local newspapers. Please indicate the publication date, name of paper(s) and the comment period deadline. Likewise include 
any further Section 106 work which must be completed at a later date, such as mitigation or deep trenching.   
 

Remarks:  
Area of Potential Effect (APE): 
The Area of Potential Effects (APE) includes the existing and proposed ROW, immediately adjacent 
properties, and those areas where a visual differentiation may occur between an existing structure and the 
project area. Visibility around the alignment is largely limited by development and dense trees, and the 
APE is therefore generally composed of adjacent properties (Appendix D, D1-D9). 
 
Coordination with Consulting Parties: 
The Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) is considered an automatic consulting party. In 
addition, the following individuals and organizations were sent an early coordination letter with instructions on 
how to access the Historic Property Report (HPR) in INSCOPE and invited to be Section 106 consulting 
parties on August 29, 2017 (Appendix D, D15-D18): 
 

Consulting Party Response 

Indiana Landmarks Northwest Field Office No 

Lake County Historian No 

Porter County Historian No 

Lake County Parks and Recreation No 
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Hobart Historical Society No 

Hobart Historic Preservation Commission No 

Historic Preservation of Porter County, Inc. No 

Porter County Museum No 

Indiana Lincoln Highway Association, Inc. No 

Kankakee Valley Historical Society No 

Northwest Indiana Genealogical Society No 

Lake County Commissioners No 

Porter County Board of Commissioners No 

Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission No 

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians No 

Miami Tribe of Oklahoma Yes 

Forest County Potawatomi Community No 

Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma No 

 
The Miami Tribe of Oklahoma responded by email on September 12, 2017, stating they have no objections to 
the project, and they wish to be contacted immediately in the event of the discovery of any archaeological 
evidence (Appendix D, D24).  
 
The response from SHPO is described later in this section. No other responses to the August 29, 2017 mailing 
were received. 
 
Historic Properties 
A site visit was conducted by an Indiana Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology (DHPA)-qualified 
professional with BF&S on June 1, 2017. Information from the site visit and research regarding historic 
resources was compiled into an HPR (BF&S, August 15, 2017; Appendix D, D10-D12). Historic properties 
may consist of historic buildings, structures, districts, objects, or archaeological resources. The HPR identified 
one property, the Kraft Farm (IHSSI #127-520-10031), eligible for the National Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP). The INDOT-Cultural Resources Office (CRO) approved the report on August 29, 2017 (Appendix D, 
D19).  
 
The HPR and an early coordination letter were sent to the SHPO and consulting parties on August 29, 2017 
(Appendix D, D15-D17). The SHPO responded in a letter dated September 25, 2017, stating, in part, “… we 
agree that the Kraft Farm (or farmstead) along the east side of County Line Road and north of West County 
Road 700 North in Porter County, is eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places under 
Criterion C and is the only historic, above-ground property within the APE,” (Appendix D, D25-D26). The 
SHPO requested further information about ROW acquisition from the Kraft Farm. 
 
After the August 30, 2017 early coordination letter, significant revisions were made to the project scope. The 
APE was expanded to accommodate work on a drainage structure. A letter explaining the new scope, 
including the adjustment of the southern terminus and the addition of a stormwater drainage pipe, was 
approved by INDOT-CRO on November 22, 2019 and sent to consulting parties on the same day (Appendix 
D, D30-38). The letter did not recommend any additional properties eligible for the NRHP. The SHPO 
concurred with the revised APE, and that there were no additional historic resources in the revised APE, on 
December 26, 2019 (Appendix D, D39-D40). 
 
Archaeology: 
A Phase Ia Archaeological Field Reconnaissance was conducted by 106 Consulting, LLC on August 25, 2017 
and October 18, 2018. In the resulting Archaeological Short Report (ASR; November 6, 2018), the 
archaeologist reported no archaeological resources were found in the project area and recommended the 
project be allowed to proceed as planned (Appendix D, D13-D14).  
 
The ASR was approved by the INDOT-Cultural Resources Office (INDOT-CRO) on November 9, 2018 and 
forwarded to the SHPO and other consulting parties on September 12, 2019 (Appendix D, D27). The SHPO 
responded in a letter dated October 17, 2019, concurring with the opinion of the archaeologist the no further 
archaeological work was required (Appendix D, D28-D29). 
 
If any archaeological artifacts or human remains are uncovered during construction, federal law and 
regulations (16 USC 470, et seq.; 36 CFR 800.11, et al.) and State Law (IC 14-21-1) require that work must 
stop immediately and that the discovery must be reported to the Division of Historic Preservation and 
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Archaeology in the Indiana Department of Natural Resources within two (2) business days. 
 
Documentation, Findings: 
INDOT, on behalf of FHWA, approved an 800.11(e) finding of “No Adverse Effect,” on February 18, 2020 
(Appendix D, D41). The INDOT-approved finding was forwarded to the SHPO and consulting parties on the 
February 18 and 19, 2020 (Appendix D, D42-D43). The SHPO concurred with the finding in a letter dated 
March 13, 2020 (Appendix D, D44-D45). 
 
Public Involvement: 
A public notice regarding the “No Adverse Effect” finding was published in The Times of Northwest Indiana on 
February 21, 20220 (Appendix D, D46). No public comments were received by the established 30-day 
deadline date of March 22, 2020. Therefore, the Section 106 process has been completed and the FHWA’s 
Section 106 responsibilities have been fulfilled. 

 
  

 

SECTION D – SECTION 4(f) RESOURCES/ SECTION 6(f) RESOURCES 

 
Section 4(f) Involvement (mark all that apply)     
  Presence            Use  
Parks & Other Recreational Land   Yes  No  

 Publicly owned park       

 Publicly owned recreation area       

 Other (school, state/national forest, bikeway, etc.) X    X  

        
  Evaluations 

Prepared 
     

             FHWA  

    Programmatic Section 4(f)*    Approval date 

    “De minimis” Impact*    

    Individual Section 4(f)     

 
        Presence            Use  
Wildlife & Waterfowl Refuges   Yes  No  

 National Wildlife Refuge       

 National Natural Landmark       

 State Wildlife Area        

 State Nature Preserve       

   
Evaluations 

Prepared 

     

                FHWA  

       Programmatic Section 4(f)*    Approval date 

       “De minimis” Impact*    

       Individual Section 4(f)     

   
    Presence           Use 
Historic Properties        Yes     No 

 Sites eligible and/or listed on the NRHP  X    X 

       
  Evaluations 

Prepared 
    

                  FHWA  

       Programmatic Section 4(f)*      Approval date 

       “De minimis” Impact*    

       Individual Section 4(f)     
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*FHWA approval of the environmental document also serves as approval of any Section 4f Programmatic and/or De minimis 
evaluation(s) discussed below. 
 
Discuss Programmatic Section 4(f) and “de minimis” Section 4(f) impacts in the remarks box below.  Individual Section 4(f) 
documentation must be separate Draft and Final documents. For further discussions on Programmatic, “de minimis” and 
Individual Section 4(f) evaluations please refer to the “Procedural Manual for the Preparation of Environmental Studies”.  
Discuss proposed alternatives that satisfy the requirements of Section 4(f). 

Remarks  
Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation Act of 1966 prohibits the use of certain public and 
historic lands for federally funded transportation facilities unless there is no feasible and prudent alternative. 
The law applies to significant publicly owned parks, recreation areas, wildlife/waterfowl refuges, and NRHP 
eligible or listed historic properties. Lands subject to this law are considered Section 4(f) resources. 
 
Land from a Section 4(f) resource may be used directly by permanent or temporary occupancy or indirectly 
through constructive use. Direct use converts the land to a transportation facility through permanent easement 
or purchase. Constructive use occurs if the proximity of the project to the Section 4(f) resource substantially 
impairs the activities, features, or attributes of the land that make it eligible for protection. 
 
Based on a desktop review, a site visit by BF&S on June 1, 2017, the aerial map of the project area (Appendix 
B, B3), and the RFI report (Appendix E, E1-E7), there are four 4(f) resources located within 0.5 mile of the 
project area. There are two 4(f) properties located adjacent to the project area. 
 
One property (the Kraft Farm at County Line Road and W. County Road 700 North) is recommended eligible 
for the NRHP and, therefore, is subject to evaluation through Section 4(f) of the Transportation Act of 1966. 
No permanent adverse impacts to any physical elements of the property are anticipated and the property’s 
use and attributes will not be affected. (Appendix D, D1-D6). Therefore, there will be no use of this Section 4(f) 
property. 
 
In addition, one recreational facility crosses the project area, the Prairie Duneland/Oak Savannah Trail 
(Appendix E, E1-E7). This trail is publicly owned and open to the public. The Oak Savannah Trail (west of 
County Line Road) is managed by the Lake County Parks and Recreation Department and the Prairie 
Duneland Trail (east of County Line Road) is managed by the Portage Department of Parks and Recreation 
Department, which are the officials with jurisdiction (OWJs). This project will involve improvements to the trail 
crossing of County Line Road, including a mid-crossing refuge, ADA-compliant curb ramps, new signage and 
pavement markings, and a crossing signal. Approximately 0.15 acre of temporary ROW acquisition and a 
0.07-acre drainage and utility easement are anticipated from the Oak Savannah Trail. Approximately 0.13 
acre of temporary ROW acquisition and a 0.08-acre drainage and utility easement are anticipated from the 
Prairie Duneland Trail (Appendix J, J3). 
 
Pursuant to 23 CFR 774.13(d), temporary occupancy results when a Section 4(f) property, in whole or in part, 
is required for project construction related activities. Temporary occupancies are so minimal as to not 
constitute a use within the meaning of Section 4(f). The temporary ROW acquisition and work within the 
temporary ROW will meet the conditions of a temporary occupancy as listed in 23 CFR 774.13(d): 
 

1. Duration of work must be temporary, i.e., less than the time needed for construction of the 
project, and there should be no change in ownership of the land; 

2. Scope of the work must be minor, i.e., both the nature and the magnitude of the changes to 
the Section 4(f) property are minimal; 

3. There are no anticipated permanent adverse physical impacts, nor will there be interference 
with the protected activities, features, or other attributes of the property, on either a temporary 
or permanent basis 

4. The land being used must be fully restored, i.e., the property must be returned to a condition 
which is at least as good as that which existed prior to the project 

5. There must be documented agreement of the official(s) with jurisdiction over the Section 4(f) 
resource regarding the above conditions 

 
The project will reconstruct the trailheads and crossing of County Line Road on the same alignment. Changes 
will consist of safety improvements: a mid-crossing refuge, new signage and pavement markings, and a 
crossing signal. The project will replace the trail crossing of County Line Road and tie into the existing trail but 
will not convert any section of the Oak Savannah/Prairie Duneland Trail to transportation use. The temporary 
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Section 6(f) Involvement 

 
Presence 

  
         Use 

 

   Yes  No  

Section 6(f) Property X    X  

 
Discuss proposed alternatives that satisfy the requirements of Section 6(f).  Discuss any Section 6(f) involvement. 
 

Remarks:  
The U.S. Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965 established the Land and Water Conservation Fund 
(LWCF), which was created to preserve, develop, and assure accessibility to outdoor recreation resources.  
Section 6(f) of this Act prohibits conversion of lands purchased with LWCF monies to a non-recreation use.   
 
A review of 6(f) properties on the INDOT-ES Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) County Property List 
for Indiana (https://www.in.gov/indot/2523.htm) showed a total of 58 properties in Lake County (Appendix I, I1-
I2), and a total of 30 properties in Porter County (Appendix I, I3). One property within Porter County is located 
within or adjacent to the project area, the Prairie Duneland Trail.  
 
Approximately 0.13 acre of temporary ROW will be acquired from this property to reconstruct the trailhead and 
crossing of County Line Road. No part of the trail will be converted to non-recreational use. An approximately 
0.08-acre drainage and utility easement is also anticipated for replacement of a gas main. No permanent 
above-ground changes will take place due to the easement. The construction area will be restored to at least 
its original condition after the project is completed within 12 months of the original ground disturbance. Early 
coordination was on February 4, 2020 (Appendix C, C1-C3). The NPS did not respond to early coordination. 
Project information was sent to the IDNR Division of Outdoor Recreation on May 8, 2020. The INDR 
responded on May 8, 2020, stating that if the outdoor recreation utility of the Prairie Duneland trail is 
maintained and there is no permanent taking of trail land after construction then there is no negative impact on 
the Section 6(f) boundary (Appendix I, I19). Therefore, there will be no conversion of 6(f) resources as a result 
of this project. 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

occupancy of the Oak Savannah/Prairie Duneland Trail will last less than the duration of construction and no 
permanent ROW will be acquired from the trail. The project will not cause permanent adverse physical 
impacts to the Oak Savannah/Prairie Duneland trail. Activities on the trail will be maintained during 
construction through use of a detour or temporary path. Trail use will return to its present condition after work 
is complete. The trail detour will last no more than 90 days (out of a construction period of approximately 12 
months). The existing gas main will be relocated from underneath County Line Road to the utility easement on 
the east side of the trail. The existing communications and electric lines will be replaced within the easement 
on the west side. The land will be restored to its previous appearance. 
 
Letters requesting concurrence from the OWJs were sent to the Lake County Parks and Recreation 
Department and the Portage Department of Parks and Recreation Department on April 16, 2020. The Portage 
Department of Parks and Recreation responded on April 17, 2020, concurring with the contemporary 
occupancy conditions for the Prairie Duneland Trail (Appendix J, J1-J2). The Lake County Parks and 
Recreation Department responded on April 16, 2020, concurring with the contemporary occupancy conditions 
for the Oak Savannah Trail (Appendix J, J3-J4). 
 
Based on early coordination, the Section 106 process, a review of aerial and USGS maps, the RFI, and a site 
investigation by BF&S on June 1, 2017, no other potential Section 4(f) resources were identified. No further 
Section 4(f) evaluation is necessary. 

 

https://www.in.gov/indot/2523.htm
https://www.in.gov/idem/airquality/2425.htm
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SECTION E – Air Quality 

 
 Air Quality 

 
Conformity Status of the Project  Yes  No 

Is the project in an air quality non-attainment or maintenance area? X   

If YES, then:     

      Is the project in the most current MPO TIP?  X   

      Is the project exempt from conformity?  X   

      If the project is NOT exempt from conformity, then:     

            Is the project in the Transportation Plan (TP)?    

            Is a hot spot analysis required (CO/PM)?     

 
Level of MSAT Analysis required?    

 

 

Level  1a X Level 1b  Level 2  Level 3  Level 4  Level 5  

 
 

 

Remarks:  
STIP/TIP 
This project is included in the Fiscal Year (FY) 2020-2024 NIRPC Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) 
and the FY 2020-2024 INDOT Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) (Appendix H, H1-
H2).   
 
Attainment Status 
This project is located in Lake and Porter Counties, which are currently nonattainment areas for the 8-hour 
ozone standard according to IDEM (https://www.in.gov/idem/airquality/2425.htm). This project has been 
identified as being exempt from air quality analysis in accordance with 40 CFR Part 93.126 and this project 
is not a project of air quality concern (40 CFR Part 93.123). Therefore, the project will have no significant 
impact on air quality. 
 
MSAT 
This project is of a type qualifying as a categorical exclusion (Group 1) under 23 CFR 771.117(c), or exempt 
under the Clean Air Act conformity rule under 40 CFR 93.126, and as such, a Mobile Source Air Toxics 
analysis is not required. 
 

  
 

SECTION F - NOISE 

 

Noise Yes  No 

Is a noise analysis required in accordance with FHWA regulations and INDOT’s traffic noise policy?   X 

 
 
 
 

 

Remarks:  
This project is a Type III project.  In accordance with 23 CFR 772 and the current Indiana Department of 
Transportation Traffic Noise Analysis Procedure, this action does not require a formal noise analysis. 
 

 
 
 

 No Yes/ Date 

ES Review of Noise Analysis   
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SECTION G – COMMUNITY IMPACTS 

 

Regional, Community & Neighborhood Factors Yes  No 

Will the proposed action comply with the local/regional development patterns for the area? X   

Will the proposed action result in substantial impacts to community cohesion?   X 

Will the proposed action result in substantial impacts to local tax base or property values?   X 

Will construction activities impact community events (festivals, fairs, etc.)?   X 

Does the community have an approved transition plan? X   

      If No, are steps being made to advance the community’s transition plan?     

Does the project comply with the transition plan? (explain in the remarks box) X   

    

Remarks:  
This project is not of regional transportation significance and will not have a significant impact on community 
cohesion. The street and sidewalk improvements will have a positive impact on the local community by 
addressing the condition of existing transportation facilities and providing more accessible pedestrian facilities. 
 
Funding for the project will come from established accounts. Therefore, no raise in local taxes will be 
necessary, and there will be no loss of acreage from the tax base. A detour for through traffic will be 
established. Closure of County Line Road is not anticipated to exceed 90-120 days (out of approximately 12 
months of construction). Delays may occur during construction but would cease with project completion. 
Motorists may experience the inconvenience of construction equipment use along County Line Road, as well 
as the periodic stoppage of vehicles. These may include reduced speed through the project area related to the 
use of construction equipment and material delivery vehicles, as well as periodic stopped traffic. Impacts from 
construction will be temporary in nature and will cease with project completion.  
 
Early coordination was sent by BF&S on February 4, 2020 (Appendix C, C1-C3). The Lake County Surveyor 
responded on February 4, 2020, stating any impacted monuments must be replaced (Appendix C, C18-C24). 
NIRPC responded on March 2, 2020 and did not provide any comments concerning community impacts 
(Appendix C, C31). The United States Department of Housing and Urban Development did not respond to 
early coordination. 
 
The City of Hobart, County Line Orchard, and Porter County websites were checked by BF&S on March 25, 
2020. No events in the Spring of 2022 which would be affected by the project were found. 
 
The City of Hobart updated its ADA Transition Plan in 2012 
(http://www.cityofhobart.org/DocumentCenter/View/980). This project will install ADA-compliant pedestrian 
facilities and replace non-compliant facilities and will therefore conform with the City’s ADA transition plan. 
 
Based on the above investigations, no permanent impacts to the community are anticipated. 
 

 
Indirect and Cumulative Impacts Yes  No  

Will the proposed action result in substantial indirect or cumulative impacts?   X  
 

Remarks:  
Indirect impacts are effects which are caused by the action and are later in time or farther removed in 
distance, but are still reasonably foreseeable. Indirect effects may include growth inducing effects and other 
effects related to induced changes in the pattern of land use, population density, or growth rate. Cumulative 
impacts affect the environment which result from the incremental impact of the action when added to other 
past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions regardless of what agency or person undertakes 
such actions. 
 
The INDOT LaPorte District responded to early coordination on February 6, 2020 and did not identify any 
other active projects in the vicinity (Appendix C, C25). 
 
The project will not change the general land use of the area. The viewshed will change slightly, as the 
pavement on County Line Road will be wider; however, the resulting pavement width will allow vehicles to turn 
without stopping traffic. As a result, this project is not anticipated to have any negative indirect or cumulative 
impacts to the area. 

http://www.cityofhobart.org/DocumentCenter/View/980
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Public Facilities & Services Yes  No 

Will the proposed action result in substantial impacts on health and educational facilities, public and 
private utilities, emergency services, religious institutions, airports, public transportation or pedestrian 
and bicycle facilities?  Discuss how the maintenance of traffic will affect public facilities and services. 

  X 

  

 

Remarks:  
Based on a desktop review, a site visit on June 1, 2017 by BF&S, the aerial map of the project area (Appendix 
B, B3) and the RFI report (Appendix E, E1-E7), there are three religious facilities, two recreational facilities, 
one railroad segment, two trail segments, and one managed land located within the 0.5 mile of the project. 
One religious facility, the Inland Manor Baptist Church, is adjacent to the project area. Two trail segments 
associated with the Oak Savannah Trail are within the project area.  
 
The proposed project consists of pavement reconstruction and widening, sidewalk replacement and 
extension, and drainage improvements. This project may require a temporary closure of County Line Road 
south of Coral Drive for approximately 90-120 days. Coordination with the Lake County Parks and Recreation 
Department and the Portage Parks and Recreation Department has occurred and both parties concurred the 
project would not have a negative effect on the Oak Savannah/Prairie Duneland Trail (Appendix J, J1-J2). The 
trail will remain open during construction. Also see Section 4(f). 
 
Access to all adjacent properties and facilities providing community activities will be maintained during 
construction by use of the provided detour and/or other city streets. Therefore, no impacts are expected. 
 
It is the responsibility of the project sponsor to notify school corporations and emergency services at least two 
weeks prior to any construction that would block or limit access. 
 

 
Environmental Justice (EJ) (Presidential EO 12898) 

 
Yes 

  
No 

During the development of the project were EJ issues identified?   X 

Does the project require an EJ analysis? X   

If YES, then:    

         Are any EJ populations located within the project area?     X 

         Will the project result in adversely high or disproportionate impacts to EJ populations?     X 
 

Remarks:  
Under FHWA Order 6640.23A, FHWA and the project sponsor, as a recipient of funding from FHWA, are 
responsible to ensure that their programs, policies, and activities do not have a disproportionately high and 
adverse effect on minority or low-income populations. Per the current INDOT Categorical Exclusion Manual, 
an Environmental Justice (EJ) Analysis is required for any project that has two or more relocations or 0.5 acre 
of additional permanent ROW. The project will require approximately 3.46 acres of permanent ROW 
acquisition. Therefore, an EJ Analysis is required.  
 
Potential EJ impacts are detected by locating minority and low-income populations relative to a reference 
population to determine if populations of EJ concern exists and whether there could be disproportionately 
high and adverse impacts to them. The reference population may be a county, city or town and is called the 
community of comparison (COC). In this project, the COCs are Hobart Township, Lake County, and Portage 
Township, Porter County. The community that overlaps the project area is called the affected community 
(AC). In this project, the AC’s are Census Tracts 419 in Lake County and 505.9 in Porter County. An AC has 
a population of concern for EJ if the population is more than 50% minority or low-income or if the low-income 
or minority population is 125% of the COC. Data from the U.S. Census Bureau 2018 American Community 
Survey (ACS) 5-year Estimates was obtained from the US Census Bureau Website 
https://factfinder.census.gov/ on March 9, 2020 by BF&S. The data collected for minority and low-income 
populations within the AC are summarized in the below table. 
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Table: Minority and Low-Income Data (U.S. Census Bureau 2018 ACS 5-year Estimates) 

 
COC 1-Hobart 

Township, Lake 
County, Indiana 

AC 1- Census 
Tract 419, Lake 
County, Indiana 

COC 2- Portage 
Township, 

Porter County, 
Indiana 

AC 2-Census 
Tract 505.9, 

Porter County, 
Indiana 

Percent Minority 28.5% 21.6% 27.6% 29.3% 

125% of COC 35.7% AC < 125% COC 34.5% AC < 125% COC 

EJ Population of 
Concern 

 No  No 

 

Percent Low-Income 18.6% 10.4% 27.6% 14.0% 

125% of COC 23.3% AC < 125% COC 34.5% AC < 125% COC 

EJ Population of 
Concern 

 No  No 

 
AC-1, Census Tract 419, has a percent minority of 28.5% which is below 50% and is below the 125% COC 1 
threshold. AC-2, Census Tract 505.9, has a percent minority of 27.6% which is below 50% and is below the 
125% COC 2 threshold. Therefore, the ACs do not contain minority populations of EJ concern. 
 
AC-1, Census Tract 419 has a percent low-income of 18.6% which is below 50% and is below the 125% COC 
1 threshold. AC-2, Census Tract 505.9 has a percent low-income of 14.0% which is below 50% and is below 
the 125% COC 2 threshold. Therefore, the ACs do not contain low-income populations of EJ concern. 
 
The census data sheets, map, and calculations can be found in Appendix I. No further 
environmental justice analysis is warranted.   
 

  
 

Relocation of People, Businesses or Farms Yes  No 

Will the proposed action result in the relocation of people, businesses or farms?   X 

Is a Business Information Survey (BIS) required?   X 

Is a Conceptual Stage Relocation Study (CSRS) required?   X 

Has utility relocation coordination been initiated for this project? X   

    
Number of 
relocations: Residences: 0 Businesses: 0 Farms: 0    Other: 0 

 
If a BIS or CSRS is required, discuss the results in the remarks box. 

Remarks:  
No relocations of people, businesses or farms will take place as a result of this project. 
 
Electric, gas, communication, and water utility relocation is expected. An Initial Notice of Proposed 
Improvement was sent to local utilities on August 11, 2017 (Appendix I, I4-I5). Any conflicts with existing 
utilities will continue to be identified during the design phase. The environmental document would be updated 
to include any utility conflicts resulting from an increase in project scope or the need for additional permanent 
or temporary ROW. Coordination with utilities will continue throughout the project. 
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SECTION H – HAZARDOUS MATERIALS & REGULATED SUBSTANCES 

 
 Documentation  
Hazardous Materials & Regulated Substances (Mark all that apply)   

Red Flag Investigation  X  

Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (Phase I ESA)   

Phase II Environmental Site Assessment (Phase II ESA)   

Design/Specifications for Remediation required?   

 
    No Yes/ Date 

ES Review of Investigations  February 11, 2019 

 
Include a summary of findings for each investigation. 

Remarks:  

Based on a review of GIS and available public records, an RFI was completed on February 11, 2019 by BF&S 
(Appendix E, E1-E7). One underground storage tank (UST) site is located within the 0.5 mile of the project 
area, and no hazardous materials sites were located within the project area; however, no hazardous material 
sites were identified in or within 0.5 mile of the project area that will impact the project. The nearest UST is 
adjacent to the project area. The facility is in compliance with equipment, operating, and maintenance 
requirements set forth in Indiana’s UST Rule 329 IAC 9 per the most recent IDEM field inspection. No impacts 
are expected. Further investigation for hazardous material concerns is not required at this time. 
 

 
 

 
 

 SECTION I – PERMITS CHECKLIST 

 
Permits (mark all that apply) 
 

Likely Required       

Army Corps of Engineers (404/Section10 Permit)    

 Individual Permit (IP)   

 Nationwide Permit (NWP)   

 Regional General Permit (RGP) X  

 Pre-Construction Notification (PCN)   

 Other   

 Wetland Mitigation required   

 Stream Mitigation required   

IDEM     

 Section 401 WQC X  

 Isolated Wetlands determination   

 Rule 5 X  

 Other   

 Wetland Mitigation required   

 Stream Mitigation required   

IDNR 

 Construction in a Floodway   

 Navigable Waterway Permit   

 Lake Preservation Permit   

 Other   

 Mitigation Required   

US Coast Guard Section 9 Bridge Permit   

Others (Please discuss in the remarks box below)   
 

Remarks:  
Since more than 1.0 acre of land will be disturbed, it is anticipated an IDEM Rule 5 permit will be required. If 
permits are found to be necessary, the conditions of the permit will be requirements of the project and will 
supersede these recommendations.  
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The IDNR responded to early coordination and stated that this project will require the formal approval of the  
IDNR for construction in a floodway pursuant to the Flood Control Act (IC 14-28-1), unless it qualifies for a 
bridge exemption or qualifies for a general license under the Administrative Rule 312 IAC 10-5 that applies to 
outfall structures. Both UNT 1 and UNT 2 have drainage areas of less than 1 square mile; therefore, the 
project qualifies for the general license and a CIF will not be required. 
  
It is likely that a USACE 404 permit and an IDEM 401 Water Quality Certification will be required as a part of 
this project. 
 
The project area is in an MS4 area regulated by the City of Hobart; local ordinances from the Municipal Code, 
Title XV, Chapter 152 may apply. The project is in an MS4 area regulated by the Porter County; local 
ordinances from the County Code, Title 14, Chapter 14.04 may apply. 
 
Applicable recommendations provide by IDEM and IDNR are included in the Environmental Commitments 
section of this document. If permits are found to be necessary, the conditions of the permit will be 
requirements of the project and will supersede these recommendations.   
 
It is the responsibility of the project sponsor to identify and obtain all required permits. 
 

 
 

 

SECTION J- ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITMENTS 

 
The following information should be provided below: List all commitments, name of agency/organization requesting the 
commitment(s), and indicating which are firm and which are for further consideration.  The commitments should be numbered. 
 

Remarks:  
Firm: 
 

1.  If the scope of work or permanent or temporary right-of-way amounts change, the INDOT 
Environmental Services Division (ESD) and the INDOT District Environmental Section will be 
contacted immediately. (INDOT ES and INDOT LaPorte District) 

2. It is the responsibility of the project sponsor to notify school corporations and emergency services at 
least two weeks prior to any construction that would block or limit access. (INDOT ESD) 

3. It is the responsibility of the project sponsor to notify school the Inland Manor Baptist Church at least 
two weeks prior to any construction that would block or limit access. (INDOT ESD) 

4. The temporary occupancy of the Oak Savannah/Prairie Duneland Trail will last less than the duration 
of construction and no permanent ROW will be acquired from the trail. (INDOT ESD) 

5. The Oak Savannah/Prairie Duneland Trail will be returned to a condition which is at least as good as 
that which existed prior to the project. Land disturbed by the relocation of the gas main will be 
restored. (INDOT ESD) 

6. It will be necessary to restrict tree clearing to the time of year when the Indiana bat and the northern 
long-eared bat would not be present, which is between 1 October and 1 April. (USFWS, IDNR) 

7. We request mitigation for the woodland acreage that would be lost due to the project. Impacts to non-
wetland forest of one (1) acre or more should be mitigated at a minimum 2:1 ratio. If less than one 
acre of non-wetland forest is removed in a rural setting, replacement should be at a 1:1 ration based 
on area. Impacts to non-wetland forest under one (1) acre in an urban setting should be mitigated by 
planting five trees, at least 2 inches in diameter-at-breast height (dbh), for each tree which is 
removed that is 10 inches dbh or greater. (USFWS, IDNR) 

8. Any monumentation that is directly or indirectly impacted with the proposed project, must be 
replaced/ restored to its original condition or better, and is subject to conditions set forth by the Lake 
County Surveyor’s Office or its agents. Indiana Code 36-2-12-1 et. seq. and other applicable statutes 
and/or ordinances. (Office of Lake County Surveyor) 

9. Any Section Corner disturbed or removed must be re-established by an Indiana Registered Land 
Surveyor and/or Professional Engineer. All witness references must be tied to the newly established 
Section Corner, and ALL documentation immediately forwarded to the Lake County Surveyor’s Office 
for its records. (Office of Lake County Surveyor) 

 

http://darksky.org/lighting/lighting%20basics/
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10. Any Benchmark in danger of disturbance must be replaced with a Brass Monument and must have 

an elevation established by an Indiana Registered Land Surveyor and/or Professional Engineer. The 
elevation must be tied to an existing USC&GS benchmark, and ALL documentation immediately 
forwarded to the Lake County Surveyor’s Office for its records. (Office of Lake County Surveyor)  
 

For Further Consideration: 
11. For the purposes of maintaining fish and wildlife passage through a crossing structure, the IDNR 

Environmental Unit recommends bridges rather than culverts and bottomless culverts rather than box 
or pipe culverts. (IDNR) 

12. If box or pipe culverts are used, the bottoms should be buried a minimum of 6 inches (or 20% of the 
culvert height/diameter, whichever is greater up to a maximum of 2 feet) below the stream bed 
elevation to allow a  natural streambed to form within or under the crossing structure. Crossings 
should: span the entire channel width (a minimum of 1.2 times the OHWM width); maintain the 
natural stream substrate within the structure; have a minimum openness ratio (height x width / 
length) of 0.25; and have stream depth, channel width, and water velocities during low-flow 
conditions that are approximate to those in the natural stream channel. Banklines should be restored 
within box and pipe structures to allow for wildlife passage above the OHWM. (IDNR) 

13. The new, replacement, or rehabbed structure, and any bank stabilization under the structure, should 
not create conditions that are less favorable for wildlife passage under the structure, as compared to 
current conditions. When determining an appropriate bridge or culvert size, consider whether or not 
wildlife/vehicle collisions are a concern at the crossing site. If feasible, a larger bridge or culvert 
opening can allow for the movement of wildlife under the roadway in order to minimize wildlife/vehicle 
collisions. (IDNR) 

14. The International Dark-Sky Association (IDA) states that, to minimize the negative effects of artificial 
lighting on wildlife, “lighting should only be on when needed, only light the area that needs it, be no 
brighter than necessary, minimize the blue light emissions, [and] be fully shielded (pointing 
downward)”. The IDNR Division of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) strongly encourages visiting the IDA’s 
website to learn more about selecting lighting fixtures that minimize the harmful effects of lighting on 
humans and wildlife: http://darksky.org/lighting/lighting basics/. (IDNR) 

15. It is recommended the project design incorporate post-construction storm water best management 
practices that increase storage and reduce peak flow rates, sediment and oxygen demanding 
substance loading associated with the new/improved roadway drainage infrastructure. Possible 
BMPs identified in the TMDL and watershed management plan could be retrofitted into the ROW 
include grassed swales and native and water quality devices. (NIRPC) 

16. Consider utilizing/retrofitting the existing basins bordering Arbor Lane. There appears to be some 
capacity for infiltration. Incorporation of native plantings (herbaceous, shrubs, trees) to enhance 
pollinator habitat is also strongly encouraged as part of the design. (NIRPC) 

17. Wetlands along the tributary may include fens, which are a special type of wetland considered rare in 
Indiana; Duck Creek and other streams tributary to Deep River in the Hobart area are known to 
include fens. If fens are present, they should be avoided to the maximum extent possible. If the 
wetlands are impacted by invasive plants species, enhancement through removal/control of 
invasives may be a mitigation possibility. (USFWS) 
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SECTION K- EARLY COORDINATION 

 
Please list the date coordination was sent and all agencies that were contacted as a part of the development of this 
Environmental Study. Also, include the date of their response or indicate that no response was received. INDOT and FHWA 
are automatically considered early coordination participants and should only be listed if a response is received. 
 

Remarks:  
Early Coordination was sent on February 4, 2020 (Appendix C, C1-C3). A list of the resource agencies 
contacted during Early Coordination is provided below, along with their response date (if applicable). 
 

AGENCY RESPONSE DATE 

INDOT Office of Communications February 4, 2020 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service March 23, 2020 
Indiana Department of Environmental Management Automatic Response 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service February 12, 2020 
INDOT Office of Aviation February 4, 2020 
Indiana Geological Survey February 4, 2020 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development No Response 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources Division of 

Fish and Wildlife 
March 4, 2020 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers February 14, 2020 
National Park Service No Response 
Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission March 3, 2020 
Hobart MS4 Coordinator February 10, 2020 
Lake County Board of Commissioners No Response 
Lake County Surveyor February 4, 2020 
Lake County Highway Superintendent No Response 
Porter County Board of Commissioners No Response 
Porter County MS4 Coordinator No Response 
Porter County Highway Department No Response 
Porter County Surveyor No Response 
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   A1 

 

Categorical Exclusion Level Thresholds 

 PCE Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 41 

Section 106 

Falls within 
guidelines of 

Minor Projects PA 

“No Historic 

Properties 
Affected”  

“No Adverse 

Effect”  
- “Adverse 

Effect” Or  
Historic Bridge 
involvement2 

Stream Impacts 

No construction in 
waterways or water 

bodies 

< 300 linear 
feet of stream 

impacts 

≥ 300 linear 

feet of stream 
impacts 

- Individual 404 
Permit 

Wetland Impacts 
No adverse impacts 

to wetlands 
< 0.1 acre - < 1 acre ≥ 1 acre  

Right-of-way3 

Property 
acquisition for 

preservation only 
or none 

< 0.5 acre ≥ 0.5 acre - - 

Relocations None - - < 5 ≥ 5 

Threatened/Endangered 

Species (Species Specific 

Programmatic for Indiana 

bat & northern long eared 

bat) 

“No Effect”, “Not 
likely to Adversely 
Affect" (Without 
AMMs4 or with 

AMMs required for 
all projects5)  

“Not likely to 
Adversely 

Affect" (With 
any other 
AMMs) 

-  “Likely to 

Adversely 
Affect” 

Project does 
not fall under 

Species 
Specific 

Programmatic  

Threatened/Endangered 

Species (Any other species) 

Falls within 
guidelines of 
USFWS 2013 
Interim Policy 

“No Effect”, 

“"Not likely to 
Adversely 

Affect" 

- - “Likely to 

Adversely 
Affect” 

Environmental Justice  

No 
disproportionately 
high and adverse 

impacts 

- - - Potential6  

Sole Source Aquifer  

Detailed 
Assessment Not 

Required 

- - - Detailed 
Assessment  

Floodplain  
No Substantial 

Impacts 
- - - Substantial 

Impacts 
Coastal Zone Consistency Consistent - - - Not Consistent 
National Wild and Scenic 

River 

Not Present - - - Present 

New Alignment None - - - Any 
Section 4(f) Impacts None - - - Any 
Section 6(f) Impacts None - - - Any 
Added Through Lane None - - - Any 
Permanent Traffic Alteration None - - - Any 
Coast Guard Permit None - - - Any 
Noise Analysis Required No - - - Yes 

Air Quality Analysis Required No - - - Yes7 
Approval Level 

 

• District Env. Supervisor 

• Env. Services Division 

• FHWA 

Concurrence by 
INDOT District 

Environmental or 
Environmental 

Services 

 
 

Yes 
 

 
 

Yes  
 

 
 

Yes 
Yes 

 
 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

       1Coordinate with INDOT Environmental Services.  INDOT will then coordinate with the appropriate FHWA Environmental Specialist. 
       2Any involvement with a bridge processed under the Historic Bridge Programmatic Agreement. 
       3Permanent and/or temporary right-of-way. 
       4AMMs = Avoidance and Mitigation Measures. 
       5AMMs determined by the IPAC decision key to be needed that are listed in the USFWS User’s Guide for the Range-wide Programmatic Consultation                           

for Indiana bat and Northern long-eared bat as “required for all projects”.  
       6Potential for causing a disproportionately high and adverse impact. 
       7Hot Spot Analysis and/or MSAT Quantitative Emission Analysis. 
    *Substantial public or agency controversy may require a higher-level NEPA document.       
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January 20 and June 1, 2017 Des. No. 1382598

County Line Road Reconstruction

Photo 1: Looking north along County Line Road at the intersection with US 6

Photo 2: Looking west along US 6 from County Line Road
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County Line Road Reconstruction

Des. No. 1382598January 20 and June 1, 2017

Photo 3: Looking south along County Line Road towards the project area

Photo 4: Looking west at the Prairie Duneland Trail crossing of County Line Road
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January 20 and June 1, 2017 Des. No. 1382598

County Line Road Reconstruction

Photo 5: Looking south along County Line Road from the Calumet Park Funeral Chapel

Photo 6: Looking south along County Line Road from Ingram Avenue
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County Line Road Reconstruction

Des. No. 1382598January 20 and June 1, 2017

Photo 7: Looking southwest at Ranch houses on County Line Road

Photo 8: Looking south along County Line Road at the intersection with Cleveland Av-
enue/County Road 700 N.
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January 20 and June 1, 2017 Des. No. 1382598

County Line Road Reconstruction

Photo 9: Looking west along Cleveland Avenue towards the intersection with County 
Line Road

Photo 10: Looking north along County Line Road towards the intersection with Cleve-
land Avenue/County Road 600 N.
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County Line Road Reconstruction

Des. No. 1382598January 20 and June 1, 2017

Photo 11:  Looking south along County Line Road from County Line Orchard
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** REPRESENTS GENERAL NOTES REQUIRED

UTILITIES GENERAL NOTES
All earth shoulders, median areas, and cut and fill slopes shall be plain or mulch seeded except
where sodding is specified.
The final cross sections of the grading contract will be the original cross sections of the paving contract. However, partial or complete
cross sections shall be taken if necessary to determine the actual excavation quantities.

Existing asphalt pavement located outside the construction limits, between Sta. OO+00 and Sta. 00+00
shall be removed as directed.

The quantity of Peat "Excavation" as shown on the plans has been estimated on the basis of theoretical
cross-sections by using treatment of existing fills, treatment by removal, or treatment by displacement
where each treatment applies.

The paper relocation will be cross sectioned by the Engineer before construction.

REVISIONS
SHEET NO. DATE REVISED

INDEX
SHEET NO. DESIGNATION

1 TITLE SHEET
2 INFORMATION SHEET

#-# TYPICAL CROSS SECTION
6-9 PLAT NO. 1

10-21 MAINTENANCE OF TRAFFIC
##-32 PLAN & PROFILES

33 ROUNDABOUT SPOT ELEVATION DETAIL
##-## LIGHTING PLANS
##-## PAVEMENT MARKINGS & SIGNAGE PLANS

##-## CROSS SECTIONS

COMMUNICATIONS: Comcast
  16 W. 84th St.
  Merrillville, IN 46405
  (224)229-6850
  Attn: Larry Smith
  larry_smith3@cable.comcast.com

  Frontier Communications
  2401 Chicago St.
  Valparaiso, IN 46383
  (219)531-9237
  Attn: Alison Buchanan
  alison.buchanan@ftr.com

WATER: Indiana American Water
555 E. County Line Rd.
Greenwood, IN 46143
(317)885-2444
Attn: Mike Seals
michael.seals@amwwater.com

STORM/SEWER: City of Hobart
414 Main St.
Hobart, IN 46342
(219)947-3407
Attn: Philip Gralik
pgralik@cityofhobart.org
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Contractor shall verify the existing flowline elevation to set appropriate sump depth.

ELECTRIC: NIPSCO
801 E. 86th St.
Merrillville, IN 46410
(219)647-5036
Attn: Jerrid Yankauskas
jyankauskas@nisource.com

ELECTRIC/GAS: NIPSCO
801 E. 86th St.
Merrillville, IN 46410
(219)647-4912
Attn: Michelle Voss
mvoss@nisource.com
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APPENDIX C: EARLY COORDINATION 
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February 4, 2020 

Re: Des. No.: 1382598, County Line Road Reconstruction, 2.7 miles south of 
I-80 and 4.55 miles east of the I-65/37th Ave Interchange, Lake County and

Porter County, Indiana.

Dear Interested Agency: 

The City of Hobart along with the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) intends to proceed with a project 
involving County Line Road in Lake and Porter Counties, Indiana. This letter is part of the early coordination phase of 
the environmental review process. We are requesting comments from your area of expertise regarding any possible 
environmental effects associated with this project. Please use the above designation numbers and description in 
your reply. We will incorporate your comments into a study of the project’s environmental impacts. 

This project is located on County Line Road, approximately 2.7 miles south of I-80 and 4.55 miles east of the I-65/37 th 
Avenue Interchange in Hobart Township, Lake County and Portage Township, Porter County, Indiana.  Specifically, 
the project is located in Sections 27, 28, 33, and 34, Township 36 North, Range 7 West on the USGS Portage, Indiana 
Quadrangle.  The proposed project termini are the intersections of County Line Road and Cleveland Avenue (County 
Road (CR) 700 North) and that of County Line Road and United States (US) Highway 6 (Ridge Road).  

The existing typical section of County Line Road is a two lane Minor Arterial Roadway with a posted speed limit of 30 
miles per hour, consisting of a 10 to 11-foot-wide travel lane bordered by a 2-foot-wide stone/earthen shoulder 
provided in either direction. There are expanded roadway sections in certain locations along County Line Road in order 
to accommodate turning radii or to provide for a turn lane. An existing sidewalk is located on the west side of County 
Line Road between Cleveland Avenue (CR 700 N) and approximately 175 feet north of Coral Drive.  Additionally, the 
Oak Savannah/Prairie Duneland Trail intersects the project area with a trail crossing located approximately 0.23 miles 
south of United States (US) Highway 6 (Ridge Road). A signed Bike Route is in place from the trail to Cleveland 
Avenue (CR 700 N.). The approximate existing right-of-way varies between 20 feet to 45 feet either side of centerline 
throughout the project area. 

The need for this project is due to the existing pavement and drainage conditions along County Line Road between US 6 
(Ridge Road) and Cleveland Avenue (CR 700 North).  As of 2013, the existing pavement was given an average 
Pavement Surface Evaluation and Rating (PASER) of 2 (out of 10) and exhibits both transverse and longitudinal 
cracking, despite a preventative maintenance overlay treatment applied in 2014.  According to the 2015 Stormwater 
Assessment, undersized, clogged ditches and corrugated metal pipes cause standing water and backyard flooding, 
contributing to the current drainage deficiencies.   

The purpose of this project is to improve the conditions on County Line Road. Street lighting, drainage improvements, 
curb and gutter improvements, and pavement reconstruction and widening are among the proposed improvements. 
An Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)-compliant sidewalk and curb ramps will be added, or replaced where it 
already exists, on the west side of County Line Road.  Enhancements to the trail crossing of the Oak Savannah/Prairie 
Duneland Trail, such as a mid-crossing refuge, new signage and pavement markings, and consideration for a flashing 
warning light or Rectangular Rapid Flash Beacon (RRFB), will also be installed.  In addition to the previously stated 
improvements, the project also proposes to replace two culverts under County Line Road and to install a storm water 
drainage pipe and outlet along the north side of Arbor Lane, extending approximately 1,000 feet west of County Line 
Road.  A new storm sewer system with a 30-36 inch trunkline will be added underneath County Line Road, including 
inlets and manholes where appropriate.   
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The project requires the acquisition of approximately 6.161 acres of permanent right-of-way and approximately 0.756 
acres of temporary right-of-way. Proposed right-of-way widths along County Line Road would be 25 to 40 feet from 
centerline. The total project length is approximately 1.21 miles, consisting of approximately 1.03 miles of road work and 
an additional 0.19 mile of storm water drainage pipe work. The preferred maintenance of traffic would be to construct 
under traffic, employing signage and flagging with lane closures and restrictions. A road closure will occur for a portion of 
the project area along County Line Road, between Coral Drive and Cleveland Avenue, utilizing a detour of Cleveland 
Avenue (CR 700 N), North Union Street, and US Highway 6 (Ridge Road).  The detour will last for approximately twelve 
to sixteen weeks.  

Land use in the vicinity of the project is a combination of residential, agricultural, and commercial. The range-wide 
programmatic consultation for the Indiana Bat and Northern Long-eared Bat will be completed according to “Using the 
USFWS’s Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) System for Listed Bat Consultation for INDOT Projects”.  

Butler, Fairman, & Seufert will perform waters and wetlands determinations and a biological assessment to identify any 
ecological resources that may be present. Furthermore, Butler, Fairman, & Seufert will investigate the areas of 
additional right-of-way for archaeological and historic resources for Section 106 compliance. The results of this 
investigation will be forwarded to the State Historic Preservation Officer for review and concurrence.  

Please review the information contained in this early coordination packet and provide a written evaluation of potential 
impacts upon resources under your jurisdiction. Should we not receive your response within thirty (30) calendar 
days from the date of this letter, it will be assumed that your agency feels that there will be no adverse effects incurred 
as a result of the proposed project. However, should you find that an extension to the response time is necessary, a 
reasonable amount may be granted upon request.  If you have any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to 
contact Elizabet Biggio, Architectural Historian at EBiggio@bfsengr.com, or (317) 713-4615, or 8450 Westfield Blvd, 
Suite 300, Indianapolis, IN 46240. Thank you in advance for your input. Alternatively, you may contact Philip Gralik, 
City of Hobart Engineer, at (219) 942-8271 or pgralik@cityofhobart.org.  

On behalf of INDOT, 
Butler, Fairman, & Seufert, 

 Brittney Layton 
 Environmental Scientist 

Enclosures: 
State Map Site Photographs 
USGS Portage Quadrangle NWI Map 
Aerial Map Soils Map 
FIRM Map Soils Map Legend  
Photo Key  ETR List Lake County, Porter County 
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CC: 

Joyce Newland  
Planning & Environmental Specialist 
Federal Highway Administration 
Room 254, Federal Office Building 
575 North Pennsylvania Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 

Ashley Sharkey 
Environmental Section Manager 
INDOT LaPorte District 
315 E Boyd Boulevard 
La Porte, IN 46350 

Christie Stanifer, Environmental Coordinator 
Division of Water, Environmental Unit 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources 
402 West Washington Street, W-264 
Indianapolis, IN  46204-2641 

Bert Frost, Midwest Regional Director 
National Park Service, Department of Interior 
601 Riverfront Drive 
Omaha, NE  68102 

Rickie Clark, Hearings Manager  
INDOT Office of Communications 
100 North Senate Avenue, Room 642 
Indianapolis, IN  46204 

Jerry Raynor, State Conservationist 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
6013 Lakeside Boulevard 
Indianapolis, IN 46278 

Ms. Robin McWilliams 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Bloomington Field Office 
620 South Walker Street 
Bloomington, IN  47403-2121 

Julian Courtade, Chief Airport Inspector 
INDOT Office of Aviation 
Indiana Government Center, N-955 
100 North Senate Avenue 
Indianapolis, IN  46204-2891  

Paul Leffler 
Chicago District, Army Corps of Engineers 
231 S. LaSalle Street Suite 1500 
Chicago, IL 60604 

Paul Lehmann, Acting Regional Environmental Officer 
Field Environmental Officer 
Department of Housing and Urban Development 
Chicago Regional Office  
Metcalf Federal Building 
77 West Jackson Boulevard, Room 2401 
Chicago, IL 60604 

Porter County Board of Commissioners 
155 Indiana Avenue 
Suite 205 
Valparaiso, IN 46383 

Rich Sexton, Highway Supervisor 
Porter County Highway Department 
1955 S State Road 2 
Valparaiso, IN 46385 

Kevin Breitzke, Porter County Surveyor 
155 Indiana Avenue 
Suite 303 
Valparaiso, IN 46383 

Bill Emerson, Jr., Lake County Surveyor 
2293 N. Main Street 
Building “A”, 3rd Floor 
Crown Point, IN 46307 

Jan S. Smoljan 
Lake County Highway Superintendent 
1100 East Monitor Street 
Crown Point, IN 46307 

Lake County Board of Commissioners 
Kyle W. Allen, Sr., 1st District 
Jerry Tippy, 2nd District 
Michael C. Repay, 3rd District 
2293 N. Main Street 
Building “A”, 3rd Floor 
Crown Point, IN 46307 

Indiana Geological Survey 
{https://igs.indiana.edu/eAssessment/} 

Indiana Department of Environmental Management 
Proposed Roadway Construction Projects Letter 
{http://www.in.gov/idem/5284.htm} 

IDEM Wellhead Proximity Determinator 
Electronic Review of Location 
{http://www.in.gov/idem/cleanwater/pages/wellhead

Ty Warner, Executive Director
Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission
6100 Southport Road
Portage, IN 46368
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Organization and Project Information

Project ID: 5707
Des. ID: 1382598
Project Title: County Line Road Reconstruction
Name of Organization: Butler, Fairman, & Suefert
Requested by: Brittney Layton

Environmental Assessment Report

Geological Hazards:
High liquefaction potential
1% Annual Chance Flood Hazard

1.

Mineral Resources:
Bedrock Resource: High Potential 
Sand and Gravel Resource: Low Potential 

2.

Active or abandoned mineral resources extraction sites:
None documented in the area

3.

*All map layers from Indiana Map (maps.indiana.edu)

DISCLAIMER: 
This document was compiled by Indiana University, Indiana Geological Survey, using data believed to be accurate; however, a degree of error is
inherent in all data. This product is distributed "AS-IS" without warranties of any kind, either expressed or implied, including but not limited to
warranties of suitability to a particular purpose or use. No attempt has been made in either the design or production of these data and document to
define the limits or jurisdiction of any federal, state, or local government. The data used to assemble this document are intended for use only at the
published scale of the source data or smaller (see the metadata links below) and are for reference purposes only. They are not to be construed as a
legal document or survey instrument. A detailed on-the-ground survey and historical analysis of a single site may differ from these data and this
document.

This information was furnished by Indiana Geological Survey
Address: 420 N. Walnut St., Bloomington, IN 47404
Email: IGSEnvir@indiana.edu

  Phone: 812 855-7428 Date: February 04, 2020

Privacy NoticeCopyright © 2015 The Trustees of Indiana University, Copyright Complaints C4

https://maps.indiana.edu/
https://www.iu.edu/comments/privacy.shtml
https://www.iu.edu/
https://www.iu.edu/copyright/index.shtml
https://www.iu.edu/
https://www.iu.edu/copyright/complaints.shtml
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https://www.iu.edu/comments/privacy.shtml
https://www.iu.edu/
https://www.iu.edu/copyright/index.shtml
https://www.iu.edu/
https://www.iu.edu/copyright/complaints.shtml


Metadata: 
https://maps.indiana.edu/metadata/Geology/Seismic_Earthquake_Liquefaction_Potential.html

https://maps.indiana.edu/metadata/Geology/Industrial_Minerals_Sand_Gravel_Resources.html

https://maps.indiana.edu/metadata/Hydrology/Floodplains_FIRM.html

https://maps.indiana.edu/metadata/Geology/Bedrock_Geology.html

Privacy Notice
 
Copyright © 2015 The Trustees of Indiana University,

 
Copyright Complaints
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From: Courtade, Julian
To: Brittney Layton
Subject: RE: Early Coordination Des. No. 1382598, County Line Road, Lake and Porter Counties, IN
Date: Tuesday, February 4, 2020 12:13:29 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png
image006.png

Brittney –
 
I reviewed the Early Coordination Letter and found no issues with surrounding airspace or airports.
This is due to the project meeting the required glideslope requirements to the nearest public-use
facility. Please let me know if you have any questions!
 
Thanks,
 
Julian L. Courtade
Chief Airport Inspector
INDOT, Office of Aviation
IGCN Room N955
100 North Senate Avenue
Indianapolis, IN 46204
Office: (317) 232-1477
Email: jcourtade@indot.in.gov

 
 
 
 

From: Brittney Layton [mailto:BLayton@bfsengr.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 4, 2020 7:58 AM
Cc: Elizabet Biggio <EBiggio@bfsengr.com>
Subject: Early Coordination Des. No. 1382598, County Line Road, Lake and Porter Counties, IN
 
**** This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or

click links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ****

Good morning,

 

Butler, Fairman, & Seufert is conducting Early Coordination as part of the requirements for the

environmental process for the proposed construction project located on County Line Road in Lake County

and Porter County, Indiana.

 

We respectfully request your review of the attached Early Coordination Packet within 30 days.  Feel free
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From: Clark, Rickie
To: Brittney Layton
Cc: Elizabet Biggio; Spiess, Jessica J; Shrader, Lisa
Subject: RE: Early Coordination Des. No. 1382598, County Line Road, Lake and Porter Counties, IN
Date: Tuesday, February 4, 2020 2:34:57 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png
image006.png
image007.png
image008.png
PublicInvolvementTrainingIntroductionDECTues12112019 Edited lmr.pdf
PublicInvolvementTraining-Offering a Public Hearing DEC 2019.pdf
PublicInvolvementTraining-Holding a Public Hearing DEC 2019.pdf
PublicInvolvementTraining-Criteria to determine which projects require pTues12102019.._.pdf

 
DECENTRALIZATION OF PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT FOR FEDERAL-AID
PROJECTS

Public involvement process changing for INDOT projects
Public involvement activities for LPA projects will continue to be performed by
consultant teams
Certification of public involvement process (INDOT and LPA) to transition to
Consultant Services  

 
Historically, formal public involvement required per federal law/regulation has been a centralized process
coordinated by INDOT’s Office of Public Involvement (OPI).  However, after careful consideration and per
executive decision, public involvement (PI) required for federal-aid projects, is transitioning to a decentralized
process led by INDOT Project Management (PM) under the leadership of our Capital Program Management
Division (CMPD).  The decision to decentralize PI is in line with what many departments of transportation
have done and are doing to achieve optimal efficiency in project development and delivery.  
 
The timeline for full implementation of PI decentralization began January 1, 2020 and continues through June
30, 2020. This six month period allows sufficient time to evaluate implementation.  During this evaluation
period, INDOT’s Office of Public Involvement will provide guidance, support and in some cases still perform
public involvement activities as needed.  An example of “as needed” would be projects released for public
involvement just before or shortly after the start of the transition period (Jan. 1st) or projects developed in-
house with minimal consultant team support that may require public involvement.  Projects falling within
either scenario would be an example of projects where the Office of Public Involvement would perform
related activities.
 
One way to look at this for consultant teams who perhaps have done work for Local Public Agencies (LPA),
the consultant team performs any required public involvement activities.  Under the new INDOT PI
decentralized process, consultant teams would perform (as directed by INDOT PM) required PI activities for
INDOT projects as well. 
 
In moving forward with PI decentralization, the certification of PI requirements will transition to INDOT
Consultant Service Managers (CSM).    
 
INDOT OFFICE OF PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT - Prior to the executive decision to decentralize
PI, INDOT developed a draft Public Involvement Procedures (PIP) document to update its PI process.  This
document will be updated to reflect the transition to a decentralized PI process.  An updated INDOT Public
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www.in.gov/dot/ 
An Equal Opportunity Employer  


INTRODUCTION TO INDOT PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
 


Two types of public involvement  
 Formal (required per law/regulation) 


 Non-formal (not required per law/regulation) 


 


Projects receiving federal funding are subject to public involvement requirements 
 The typical funding breakdown for federal-aid projects is 80/20 (federal/state) 


 


100% state funded projects are not subject to public involvement requirements 
 Non-formal / proactive public involvement is encouraged   


 


Public involvement is required as part of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 


phase of project development: 
 


 Cannot begin until an environmental document is released for public involvement by Environmental 


Services Division 


 Public involvement activities must be completed and requirements satisfied prior to the approval of an 


environmental document 


 Environmental document will not be approved if public involvement requirements have not be satisfied 


 


There are three classifications of environmental documents   
 


 Categorical Exclusion (CE) – low environmental impact 


o Hold public hearing or offer the opportunity to request a hearing  


 Environmental Assessment (EA) – significant environmental impact 


o Mandatory public hearing 


 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) – very high environmental impact 


o Mandatory public hearing  


 


Consult Public Involvement Criteria to determine if public involvement activities 


will be required 
 


 Apply criteria to proposed project to determine if action is required  


 


Activities required prior to start of formal public involvement phase and after an 


environmental document has been released by Environmental Services 
 Check Electronic Records Management System (ERMS) to access preliminary design plans (hearings 


plans), environmental documents, other materials 







 Environmental document can be accessed via ProjectWise or request document be sent directly by 


Environmental Services  


 Project Management and project consultants may acquire environmental documents and design plans by 


coordinating with INDOT Environmental Services and Consultant Services  


INDIANA CODE PERTAINING TO PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 


IC 8-23-2-17 Public Hearing is an Assembly  


Sec. 17. (a) As used in this section, “public hearing” means an assembly or a meeting by the department for the 


purpose of: 


(1) Providing information early in the process of making decisions affecting proposed highway or bridge 


construction or improvement projects on a county arterial highway system or the state highway system so 


that the public can have an impact on the decision outcome, including a meeting in which the public is 


provided information, opportunity for review and comment, and an accounting for the rationale for a 


proposed project; or 


(2) Complying with 23 U.S.C. 128 and 49 U.S.C. 1602 (d) requirements in considering economic, social, 


environmental, and other effects of highway projects and proposals.  


(b) Whenever the department holds a public hearing, the department shall allow any person an opportunity to be heard 


in the presence of other who are present to testify and in accordance with subsection (c).    


 


(c) The department through the commissioner or the commissioner’s designee, may limit testimony at a public 


hearing to a reasonable time stated at the opening of the public hearing. As added by P.> 52-1995, SEC. 3. 


 


In order to ensure compliance with IC 8-23-2-17 the updated PI procedures seeks to provide clarity related to 


meeting formats:   
 


Open Houses (informal sessions where participants visit stations, talk with project team members, informal 


conversational format) 


 Do not require formal presentation 


 Must include a public comment station where written comments can be accepted 


 


Public Meetings (held at any time and at INDOT’s sole discretion)  


 Should include a formal presentation 


 Must include a comment station where written comments can be accepted 


 Structure format to incorporate formal presentation with clearly stated presentation time 


 


Public Hearings (held at project decision-making point, required as part of an approval process) 


 Must include a formal presentation  


 Must include a public comment/testimony session where verbal comments may be accepted 


 Must include a comment station where written and verbal comments can be accepted 


 Held at project decision-making point 


 


Project Stakeholders Meetings  







 Are generally small group meetings where participants are invited to attend 


 Indiana Open Door Law – the public has the right to observe meetings and cannot be turned away 


 Meeting does not have to be publicized via traditional media but requires posting a notice at the meeting 


venue at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting  








 


 


  


STEPS FOR “OFFERING” A PUBLIC HEARING: 
 


STEP 1: Environmental document must be released for public involvement by INDOT Environmental  


               Services; formal (required) public involvement cannot begin until document is released. 


o INDOT Environmental Services sends notification (via email) to indicate document release 


o Capital Program Management Division (CPMD) / Project Management will need to be added to 


“Environmental Document Release for Public Involvement” notification list 


o In most cases, Environmental Services will know whether or not a project will require public 


involvement and include a statement in the notification to alert the PM that action is required 


 Environmental Services typically has already reviewed public involvement criteria prior 


to releasing the document    


 


STEP 2: Apply public involvement criteria to project to determine IF action is required 


o If project doesn’t meet minimum criteria then no action is necessary – a summary note is 


included in Environmental document indicating project did not meet minimum criteria 


o If project does meet minimum criteria the proceed to step three 


o View public involvement criteria on page (see template example) 


 


STEP 3: Determine what public involvement action will be taken 


o Projects with low level of impact may either hold a public hearing OR offer the public hearing 


opportunity as part of the public involvement requirement 


 Categorical Exclusion (CE) projects   


o Projects with high level of impact require a mandatory public hearing as part of public 


involvement requirement  


 Environmental Assessment (EA) 


 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 


 


STEP 4: Gather project documents 


o Check Electronic Management System (ERMS) to access preliminary design plans (hearings 


plans) for public involvement.   


o Access ProjectWise or request access privileges from Environmental Services or request 


conditionally released (draft) environmental document from document preparer 


 


STEP 5:  Start public involvement folder/file to document public involvement for the project 


o Include environmental document (released for public involvement) 


o Preliminary design plans 


o Copy of SPMS project schedule   


 


STEP 6: Develop/draft a notice offering the public hearings opportunity (known as a Notice of Planned  


               Improvement) 


o The notice should include the following items: 


 Project DES# 







 Description of proposed project 


 Summary of potential impacts (historic, cultural resources, air, noise, other) 


 Description of r/w needed 


 Maintenance of Traffic 


 Proposed cost, description of funding  


 Deadline in which public comments and/or hearings requests can be submitted 


 Contact information (phone, address, email) 


 INDOT/FHWA joint approval of Public Involvement Procedures disclaimer statement 


o Purpose of notice is the inform the public of planned improvement project coming to area, offer 


the public the opportunity to provide comments regarding the improvement and/or to request a 


public hearing be held 


o A minimum of 15 days (calendar days) must be afforded to the public.  The public then has the 


opportunity to either request a public hearing be held or to submit any comments/concerns they 


have regarding the proposed project 


o Example of Planned Improvement Notice on page (see template example) 


 


STEP 7: The environmental document (draft) and preliminary design plans (or drawings) must be made 


                available for public viewing. 


o Viewing locations typically consists of one local location (public library or municipal office) 


near the project area, the district office and an on-line web location (INDOT website) 


 


STEP 8: Place public notice in local newspaper (Notice of Planned Improvement) 


o Public notice must be published two times 


o Notices must be published at least 7 days apart  


o Publish in most widely circulated paper within/near project area 


o Allow 15 days (calendar days) in which to receive comment; include the comment deadline date 


in the notice 


o Example of newspaper publishing request form on page (see template example)  


o If project poses impact to an Environmental Justice (EJ) population (low-income and/or 


minority), then a minority  paper should be sought to publish notice in addition to the most 


widely circulated paper (if possible and when applicable) 


  


 


STEP 9: Send project documents to local viewing location(s) 


o Contact potential viewing location (by phone or email) to request permission for their location to 


be used as a public viewing location 


o Prepare email/letter to viewing location(s) to thank them for being a viewing location and to list 


the documents you are sending to them for public viewing 


o Include draft environmental document  


o Preliminary design plans or preliminary design drawings 


o Include copies of Planned Improvement Notice 


 Documents must be available at viewing location(s) by the time the 1st public notice 


publishes in the local paper 


 Example of viewing location letter/email is located on page (see template example) 


 


STEP 10: Prepare project stakeholder, local official, resident mailing list.  While not legally required, it 


                 is STRONGLY encouraged that the public notice used for the newspaper also be mailed to  


                 project stakeholders to ensure (as best we can) that impacted stakeholders are made aware of  


                 the project and hearing’s opportunity.   


 







o In addition to mailing notices, email notification to stakeholders (local officials, key 


stakeholders) is also encouraged.  FOR STATE LEGISLATORS – send notification to Central 


Office Legislative Team and they will notify State Legislators.  


 


STEP 11: Request a proof of publishing from the paper.  Contact the newspaper(s) used for public  


                 notice to request written confirmation.     


 


STEP 12: During the comment period, any comments received must be reviewed and responded to in 


                 the manner in which they were received.  For example, if you receive a phone call inquiring  


                 about the project, then return the call and then document the conversation (summary notes,  


                 note to file, etc).  If you receive written comments, then prepare a written response, document  


                 the correspondence.   


o The project consultant team should assist in preparing responses OR be directed to contact 


stakeholders and respond to inquiries directly (via phone or email or letter); document all 


stakeholder correspondence 


 


STEP 13: Meeting with stakeholders – it may be that during the comment period, the project team is 


                 requested to meet with a stakeholder in order to address a concern or issue.  The PM and  


                 consultant team coordinate scheduling the meeting, document meeting.   


 


STEP 14: If a public hearing is requested, discuss request with project team in determining if a project  


                 hearing will be held. While there is no set number of hearing requests needed to ensure a   


                 public hearing will be held, there are several things to consider in determining if a hearing  


                 will be held: 


o Consider the number of individuals who received the public notice (mail or email) then compare 


that number with the number of public hearing requests received 


o Consider if the requestor of a public hearing is a local and/or public official or state legislator 


 


STEP 15: Determine if hearing will be held or if the requestor(s) concerns will be addressed in some  


                 other manner (i.e. by letter, email, stakeholders meeting, other) 


o NOTE: if a public/local official or legislator request a hearing – a hearing is held 


o For citizens requesting a hearing, decision to hold a hearing or not is made on a case by case 


basis 


o If no hearing is to be held, then contact the requestor and attempt to address concerns/issues via 


other means (phone call, meeting, letter or email) 


 


STEP 16: If a hearing is to be held then proceed to the steps for a Public Hearing 


 


STEP 17: At the end of the 15 day public comment period, prepare public involvement package.  This  


                 package should consist of the following items: 


o Copy of the public notice 


o The publisher’s affidavit – proof the notice published (twice) in the paper 


 See (example template) to view example of a publisher’s affidavit  


o Mailing list and email notification lists used to contact project stakeholders and notify them of 


project proposal and public hearings opportunity 


o Copies of comments received (letters, emails, summary of phone calls) – all should be 


documented and included 


o Include responses to comments and how the comment was addressed 


 Very important to document how the comment was addressed (meeting, phone call, 


letter, email) 


 







STEP 18:  Certification of Public Involvement (review all public involvement materials, ensure newspaper 


publishing and project documents were available at viewing locations, ensure public was notified of proposed 


project, receive public comments and ensure comments were responded to) 


 


o Is required for any federal-aid project meeting any one of the public involvement criteria items 


o On the front page of the environmental document there is a signature line for “Certification of 


Public Involvement” 


o It is anticipated that the Consultant Services Manager will certify the project’s public 


involvement process 


o Sign the front page environmental document and attach it with the public involvement package  


o Submit signed front page of environmental document along with public involvement package to 


the Environmental Services Team Member who initially released the document (the proposed 


project) for public involvement 


 


STEP 19:  Project consultant team coordinates with Environmental Services to finalize (formally  


                  approve) the environmental document and complete the environmental phase of project  


                  development  


 


STEP 20: Project manager updates public involvement phase in SPMS (or in notes section)   


 
 


Summary of activities:  


 


 Environmental document must be released by Environmental Services 


 Access preliminary design plans/drawings via ERMS, get draft environmental document (released for public 


involvement from Environmental Services or request access to ProjectWise  


 Start public involvement file/folder  


 Draft then place public notice in local newspaper(s)  


 Placing project documents at public repositories  


 Select public viewing locations, send preliminary plans, environmental document, public notice to viewing 


locations  


 Notify impacted property owners/key stakeholders/local officials  


 Review comments submitted during comment period  


 Forward comments to project team and consultant  


 Consultant prepares responses, contacts property owners, meets with stakeholders (if necessary) to ensure 


concerns are addressed   


 Consultant Services Manager certifies public involvement requirements are satisfied  


 Include documentation of public involvement activities in environmental document. 


 


NOTE: An offering may result in INDOT deciding to hold a public hearing based on responses to the offering.  If the 


decision is to hold a public hearing, then proceed to the Public Hearing checklist.   


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 







 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 








 


 


  


STEPS FOR “HOLDING” A PUBLIC HEARING: 
 


STEP 1: Environmental document must be released for public involvement by INDOT Environmental  


               Services; formal (required) public involvement cannot begin until document is released. 


o INDOT Environmental Services sends notification (via email) to indicate document release 


o Capital Program Management Division (CMPD) / Project Management will need to be added to 


“Environmental Document Release for Public Involvement” notification list 


o In most cases, Environmental Services will know whether or not a project will require public 


involvement and include a statement in the notification to alert the PM that action is required 


 Environmental Services typically has already reviewed public involvement criteria prior 


to releasing the document    


 


STEP 2: Apply public involvement criteria to project to determine IF action is required 


o If project doesn’t meet minimum criteria then no action is necessary – a summary note is 


included in Environmental document indicating project did not meet minimum criteria 


o If project does meet minimum criteria the proceed to step three 


o View public involvement criteria (in introduction to public involvement packet) 


 


STEP 3: Determine what public involvement action will be taken 


o Projects with low level of impact may either hold a public hearing OR offer the public hearing 


opportunity as part of the public involvement requirement 


 Categorical Exclusion (CE) projects   


o Projects with high level of impact require a mandatory public hearing as part of public 


involvement requirement  


 Environmental Assessment (EA) 


 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 


 


STEP 4: Gather project documents 


o Check Electronic Management System (ERMS) to access preliminary design plans (hearings 


plans) for public involvement.   


o Access ProjectWise or request access privileges from Environmental Services or request 


conditionally released (draft) environmental document from document preparer 


 


STEP 5:  Start public involvement folder/file to document public involvement for the project 


o Include environmental document (released for public involvement) 


o Preliminary design plans 


o Copy of SPMS project schedule   


 


STEP 6: Develop/draft a notice of public hearing (known as Notice of Public Hearing) 


o The notice should include the following items: 


 Project DES# 


 The time, date, location of public hearing 







 Description of proposed project 


 Summary of potential impacts (historic, cultural resources, air, noise, other) 


 Description of r/w needed 


 Maintenance of Traffic 


 Proposed cost, description of funding  


 Deadline in which public comments can be submitted 


 Contact information (phone, address, email) 


 INDOT/FHWA joint approval of Public Involvement Procedures disclaimer statement 


o Purpose of notice is to inform the public that a hearing has been scheduled and invite the 


community to attend.  In addition, offer the public the opportunity to provide comments 


regarding the proposed improvement. 


 


STEP 7: The environmental document (draft) and preliminary design plans (or drawings) must be made 


                available for public viewing. 


o Viewing locations typically consists of one local location (public library or municipal office) 


near the project area, the district office and an on-line web location (INDOT website) 


o Begin researching a potential public viewing location in/near the project area 


 


STEP 8: Begin search for public hearing venue 


o Perform search for suitable location for public hearing 


o Schools are typically excellent locations  


 We generally are not charged rental fees during the normal school year 


 We are charged during summer months 


 We can pay hearing related fees/charges but ONLY after we have first been invoiced.  


We do not pay venue related fees/charges up front 


o Hearings can be held in other venues when available.  The goal is select venues that are in/near 


the project area and that are accessible to everyone 


o Every venue must be ADA compliant (working elevators, sidewalk ramps, restroom facilities) 


o Most venues will ask you to complete/sign a facility usage form 


o Most venues will ask for proof of liability insurance  


 View example of insurance liability paragraph (see template examples packet) 


o See public hearing venue request template on page (see template examples packet) 


 


STEP 9: Place public notice in local newspaper (Notice of Public Hearing) 


o Public notice must be published two times 


o Notices must be published at least 7 days apart  


o Publish in most widely circulated paper within/near project area 


o A minimum of 15 days (calendar days) notice must be given in advance of the public hearing.  


The hearing date must be at least 15 days from the date the 1st public notice is published in the 


newspaper  


o Example of newspaper publishing request form on page (see template examples packet)  


o If project poses impact to an Environmental Justice (EJ) population (low-income and/or 


minority), then a minority  paper should be sought to publish notice in addition to the most 


widely circulated paper (if possible and when applicable) 


o Example of Public Hearing Notice on page (see template examples packet) 


 


 


STEP 10: Send project documents to local viewing location(s) 


o Contact potential viewing location (by phone or email) to request permission for their location to 


be used as a public viewing location 


o Prepare email/letter to viewing location(s) to thank them for being a viewing location and to list 


the documents you are sending to them for public viewing 







o Include draft environmental document  


o Preliminary design plans or preliminary design drawings 


o Include copies of Public Hearing Notice 


 Documents must be available at viewing location(s) by the time the 1st public notice 


publishes in the local paper 


 Example of viewing location letter/email is located on page (see template example 


packet) 


 


STEP 11: Prepare project stakeholder, local official, resident mailing list.  While not legally required, it 


                 is STRONGLY encouraged that the public notice used for the newspaper also be mailed to  


                 project stakeholders to ensure (as best we can) that impacted stakeholders are made aware of  


                 the project and hearing’s opportunity.   


 


o In addition to mailing notices, email notification to stakeholders (local officials, key 


stakeholders) is also encouraged.  FOR STATE LEGISLATORS – send notification to Central 


Office Legislative Team and they will notify State Legislators.  


 


STEP 12: Post announcement of public hearing on INDOT website (or coordinate with 


                 Communications staff (Central Office or District) 


o Use additional outreach tools including GovDelivery and LTAP directory to raise awareness 


 Announcements should be sent several times prior to hearing date 


o Coordinate media contact with respective district Media Relations Director 


 


STEP 13: Request a proof of publishing from the paper.  Contact the newspaper(s) used for public  


                 notice to request written confirmation.     


 


STEP 14: As a result of the public notice(s), mailings and electronic announcements, you may 


                 receive comments prior to the public hearing.  Comments received are reviewed and 


                 acknowledged (see template example packet). 


o When comments are received prior to the public hearing, an acknowledgment letter/email should 


also encourage the project stakeholder to attend the public hearing 


o Specific and/or any detailed response to a public comment submitted prior to the public hearing 


can be given, however it is better to hold off until after the public hearing and subsequent public 


comment period 


o Following the comments period, the consultant team following consultation with INDOT will 


prepare formal written responses to comments which will be part of the NEPA document and 


related approval process 


 


STEP 15: Meeting with stakeholders – it may be that prior to the public hearing, the 


                 project team is requested to meet with a stakeholder in order to address a concern or issue.  


                 The PM and consultant team coordinate scheduling the meeting, document meeting.   


 


STEP 16: Schedule a Pre-hearing meeting/conference call 


o Purpose of call is to coordinate public hearing logistics, presentation, message 


 Project management, consultant team, media relations, customer service, 


communications, environmental services should be invited to participate 


 Real Estate and other business units when applicable  


 


STEP 17: Coordinate creation of a project webpage 


o Work with E-Communications Team to create webpage 


o Provide E-Communications Team with content for page including: 


 Notice of public hearing 







 Public hearing presentation 


 Welcome Letter and Packet (contains project information and details) 


 Maps and displays 


 Environmental document 


 Any other information you believe would be helpful to the public    


 


STEP 18: Hold public hearing 


o Arrive at the venue approximately 1.5 hours prior to the public hearing start time  


 This allows time to place signage, arrange tables, set out project information, set displays, 


check A/V equipment, allows project team to be in position should guests arrive earlier 


than the published start time 


o A formal presentation is to be given as part of the public hearing 


 A power-point is the expectation 


o A/V - two microphones (1 for the moderator, the other for the public) is preferred 


o The general format for a public hearing is: 


 An informal open house session prior to presentation 


 Formal presentation – a power-point is the expectation 


 A public testimony/comment session immediately following the presentation 


 Public statements/comments presented during this session must be recorded and 


then transcribed as they will be part of the hearings transcript 


 Only the public’s comments presented during the public testimony/comment 


session are required to be recorded 


 A court reporter may be used to for this purpose 


 Comments from the INDOT and/or consultant presenter do not have to be 


recorded or transcribed 


 Informal open house for duration of the evening 


o Public hearing format 


 Formal presentation 


 A public comment session (for verbal testimony) and a public comment station 


 Informal open house can take both prior to and following the presentation and comment 


session  


 


STEP 19: Transcribe public comments received during public comment session (see template example packet) 


o A court reporter may be used if preferred 


 


STEP 20: Following the public hearing, a two week public comment period is afforded to the public.   


                 At the end of this comment period, prepare the public involvement package.  This  


                 package should consist of the following items: 


o Copy of the public notice 


o The publisher’s affidavit – proof the notice published (twice) in the paper 


 See template example packet to view example of a publisher’s affidavit  


o Mailing list and email notification lists used to contact project stakeholders and notify them of 


project proposal and public hearings opportunity 


o Copies of comments received (letters, emails, summary of phone calls) – all should be 


documented and included 


o Include the transcribed verbal comments (or court reporters transcription) 


o Because a public hearing was held, any responses to public comments are to be included in the 


NEPA document  


 Consultant team will coordinate with Environmental Services regarding the format in 


which responses will be incorporate into the NEPA document 


 







 


STEP 21:  Certification of Public Involvement  


o Is required for any federal-aid project meeting any one of the public involvement criteria items 


o On the front page of the environmental document there is a signature line for “Certification of 


Public Involvement” 


o It is anticipated the Consultant Services Manager will certify the public involvement process 


o Sign the front page environmental document and attach it with the public involvement package  


o Submit signed front page of environmental document along with public involvement package to 


the Environmental Services Team Member who initially released the document (the proposed 


project) for public involvement 


 


STEP 22:  Project consultant team coordinates with Environmental Services to finalize (formally  


                  approve) the environmental document and complete the environmental phase of project  


                  development  


 


STEP 23: Project manager updates public involvement phase in SPMS (or in notes section) 


 


STEP 24: Once the NEPA document is approved by Environmental Services, additional public 


                 must be performed in order to communicate the project decision 


o Publish a notice of Project Advancement in local paper (1 time) 


o (See example template packet) 


o Post notice and updated (approved) NEPA document onto project webpage 


o This step is required for project where a public hearing was held during NEPA    


 
 


Summary of activities:  


 


 Environmental document must be released by Environmental Services 


 Access preliminary design plans/drawings via ERMS, get draft environmental document (released for public 


involvement from Environmental Services or request access to ProjectWise  


 Start public involvement file/folder  


 Draft then place public notice in local newspaper(s)  


 Placing project documents at public repositories  


 Select public viewing locations, send preliminary plans, environmental document, public notice to viewing 


locations  


 Notify impacted property owners/key stakeholders/local officials 


 Electronic outreach/communication including posting to website and GovDelivery  


 Hold public hearing 


 Prepare public hearing transcript including transcribing verbal statements/comment presented by public during 


testimony period of public hearing  


 Review comments submitted during comment period  


 Forward comments to project team and consultant  


 Consultant prepares responses for inclusion into NEPA document, meets with stakeholders (if necessary) to 


ensure concerns are addressed   


 Consultant Services Manager certifies public involvement requirements are satisfied  


 Submit public involvement package to consultant team; coordinate with Environmental Services once public 


involvement certification is given as NEPA document approval is the next step in project delivery process 


 Once NEPA document is approved by Environmental Services, additional public involvement must take place to 


communicate the project decision 


 


 


 


 







 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 








 


 


  


PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT CRITERIA 
 


Question: Why is public involvement required for projects receiving federal funding? 


 


Answer: To meet the spirit and intent of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), formal 


public involvement is required when any one of the criteria items below is met.  


 


For Categorical Exclusion (CE) Projects (environmental documents for projects where environmental impact 


is anticipated to be low) (not involving a historic bridge), INDOT offers the opportunity to request a public 


hearing OR holds a public hearing, prior to the completion of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 


when the project meets one (or more) of the conditions listed below: 
 


 The proposal requires significant amounts [interpreted by INDOT to be one-half acre or more] of 
permanent right-of-way (ROW). (Note: Any proposal resulting in the increase in right-of-way due to 


the factors listed below may be exempt from this requirement). Consultation with Office of Public 


Involvement and Environmental Services should occur to make determination.  


a. The proposal does not involve NEW right-of-way impacts but rather reacquiring past 


prescriptions (i.e. existing or apparent existing ROW) 


b. The proposal involves the acquisition of donated ROW from property owner 


c. Acquiring right-of-way presently within INDOT apparent ROW to establish legal documented 


ownership 


d. Additional right-of-way needed for mitigation purposes, for projects where original ROW 


impacts as described in the environmental document were less than 0.5 acre 


 The proposal substantially changes the layout or functions of connecting roadways or the facility 


being improved; 


 The proposal permanently alters an existing traffic pattern; 


 The proposal involves noise analysis wherein a noise impact is identified and abatement is 


determined to be feasible;  


 The proposal may have a substantial adverse impact on abutting property; 


 The proposal may have a significant social, economic, environmental or other effect; 


 The proposal involves impact(s) to an environmental justice (EJ) population determined to be 


potentially disproportionate; 


 The proposal is determined by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and/or INDOT to 


warrant a public hearing or offering, in the public’s interest; 


 The proposal involves the permanent closure of an U.S. highway, interstate, state highways, bridge 


or other facility; temporary closures may warrant action following INDOT/FHWA consultation;  







 The proposal is for a plan for the location of a federal-aid highway project involving the bypassing 


of, or going through, any city, town, or village either incorporated or unincorporated or the proposal 


is for an Interstate System project.   


NOTE: Additional criteria items may result in an increase in projects requiring public involvement (those 


receiving federal funds as part of the overall project funding mechanism). EA and EIS (mid- to high-level 


environmental documents) require a mandatory public hearing.   


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 







Involvement Procedures document is anticipated to be completed and approved by Spring 2020.
 
Throughout the PI transition (evaluation period through June 30, 2020) the Office of Public Involvement will
continue to monitor, oversee and coordinate compliance of state and federal laws/regulations pertaining to
public involvement in transportation decision-making.  The Office of Public Involvement will continue
providing guidance, support and coordination activities working with our ADA, Title VI, Planning/STIP
programs. DECENTRALIZATION OF PI – RESPONSIBLITIES is generally described below:
 
Project Management

Coordinate public involvement activities including public meetings/hearings, advertising the hearings
opportunity, documenting all activities undertaken during formal (required) public involvement

 
Consultant Services

Certification of public involvement, ensuring public involvement activities are conducted in accordance
to federal regulations (per guidance provided by Office of Public Involvement), sign off on NEPA
documentation indicating completion of public involvement

 
Office of Public Involvement

Develop/facilitate PI training materials, develop resource and guidance materials including ADA and
Title VI stakeholder engagement and support services, coordinate and deliver FHWA EDC-5 Virtual
Public Innovation (VPI), complete public involvement procedures update (Spring 2020) coordinate joint
approval of procedures

 
 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT AND CONSULTANT TEAMS
 
For CE projects, a public hearing must be offered OR held; an exception to this would be for CE projects
involving a historic bridge, those require a public hearing

EA and EIS projects require mandatory public hearing
 
Most projects in the production schedule are CE level, therefore, upon release of the NEPA document,
required public involvement would fall under one of the two scenarios below:
 
Scenario #1 – Advertise public hearing opportunity
 

Publish two legal notices in the local paper to advertise the project and offer the public the opportunity
to request a public hearing
Ensure project documents are available for the public to view (at least one location within reasonable
proximity to the project) must be selected, you can have multiple locations if desired
The public must be offered a minimum of 15 days in which to submit comments or to request a public
hearing;  the 15 days are calendar days (not business days) and the 15-day comment period begins the
date the 1st of the two notices is published
At the end the 15 day comment period, all comments received must be responded to, all comments and
responses are to be documented
If hearing requests are received, the project sponsor can decide if a hearing is to be held or not
If no hearing held, then submit all public involvement materials to INDOT for review and to receive
public involvement certification
Once PI certification is received, submit PI materials to INDOT Environmental Services to initiate
request for NEPA document approval

 
Scenario #2 – Hold Public Hearing
 

Publish two legal notices in the local paper to advertise the project and offer the public the opportunity
to request a public hearing
Ensure project documents are available for the public to view (at least one location within reasonable
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proximity to the project) must be selected, you can have multiple locations if desired
Schedule date/time/location for public hearing; ensure venue is ADA compliant
Publish legal notice in local paper; two legal notices must be published
The hearing cannot take place sooner than 15 days from the date the 1st legal notice is published
Hold formal public hearing; a formal presentation should be given, public comments presented verbally
must be recorded and transcribed
Allow 2 weeks following the public hearing for public comments

The comment period actually begins once the 1st legal notice is published but it is a good practice
to allow a couple weeks after a hearing to receive comments

Prepare a public hearing’s transcript (an accounting of all public involvement activities undertaken for
the public, including the public hearing)
Submit transcript and public involvement materials to INDOT for review and to receive public
involvement certification
Once PI certification is received, submit PI materials to INDOT Environmental Services to initiate
request for NEPA document approval

 
 
As we move forward with PI decentralization, please feel free to contact me at any time with any questions
and concerns you have. 
 
Kind Regards,
 
Rickie Clark MBA

Indiana Department of Transportation

Office of Public Involvement / Communications

100 North Senate Avenue, Room N642

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

Phone: (317) 232-6601Email: rclark@indot.in.gov

 

 
 

From: Brittney Layton <BLayton@bfsengr.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, February 04, 2020 7:58 AM
Cc: Elizabet Biggio <EBiggio@bfsengr.com>
Subject: Early Coordination Des. No. 1382598, County Line Road, Lake and Porter Counties, IN
 
**** This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links from

unknown senders or unexpected email. ****

Good morning,

 

Butler, Fairman, & Seufert is conducting Early Coordination as part of the requirements for the environmental process for

the proposed construction project located on County Line Road in Lake County and Porter County, Indiana.

 

We respectfully request your review of the attached Early Coordination Packet within 30 days.  Feel free to reach out with

any questions or concerns.

 

Thank you,
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February 4, 2020 

Brittney Layton, Environmental Scientist 
Butler, Fairman, & Seufert,  
8450 Westfield VBlvd., Suite 300, 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46240 

RE: County Line Road Reconstruction 
County Line Road/ US Highway 6 to County Line Road/ Cleveland Street, L.C. & W. 700 N., P.C.  
City of Hobart, Lake County, Indiana & City of Portage, Unincorporated Porter County, Indiana 
Des. No.: 1382598 

Dear Ms. Layton, 

The Lake County Surveyor’s Office has received and reviewed the letter sent to our office on the above 
referenced project.  

It is the understanding of the Lake County Surveyor’s Office that the city of Portage, Porter County & the 
City of Hobart have plans for reconstruction of a portion of County Line Road.  Due to the project being 
within the municipality of Hobart, Portage and Porter County, they have full authority to request what is 
needed within their ordinances. There appear to be several Section Corners that are within your project. 
They are located along County Line Road, but if you do happen to encounter anything else 
(undocumented perpetuated section corners) please adheres to the following. 

 Be advised that any monumentation that is directly or indirectly impacted with the proposed project, 
must be replaced/ restored to its original condition or better by you or your contractor, and is subject to 
conditions set forth by the Lake County Surveyor’s Office or its agents.  Indiana Code 36-2-12-1 et. seq. 
and other applicable statutes and/or ordinances.  

Any Section Corner disturbed or removed must be re-established by an Indiana Registered Land 
Surveyor and/or Professional Engineer.  All witness references must be tied to the newly established 
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Section Corner, and ALL documentation immediately forwarded to the Lake County Surveyor’s Office for 
its records. 

 

Any Benchmark in danger of disturbance must be replaced with a Brass Monument and must have an 
elevation established by an Indiana Registered Land Surveyor and/or Professional Engineer.  The 
elevation must be tied to an existing USC&GS benchmark, and ALL documentation immediately 
forwarded to the Lake County Surveyor’s Office for its records. 

 

PROCEDURE: All visible stamped or tagged survey monuments found in rights-of-way that may be 
destroyed by construction or maintenance activities must be perpetuated under the supervision of a 
licensed Indiana Professional Land Surveyor. This will be achieved for each found monument by the 
following: 

 

A. Prior to the development of all construction or major maintenance contracts; 

 

(1) The Design Engineer shall request the Lake County Surveyor to verify the presence of any Survey 
Corners within the construction zone. 

  

  

(2) The Lake County Surveyor will conduct an in-house record search to determine if there are any 
Survey Corners within the right-of-way. If so, they will be verified in the field. 

 

  

(3) All found Survey Corners will be listed in the contract by the Design Engineer for perpetuation; 

 

(a) They must be perpetuated according to Indiana Code 36-2-12-1 Et. Seq. by an Indiana Licensed 
Professional Land Surveyor then tied to three (3) reference monuments.  A copy of the recorded Corner 
Record for each monument with a written report identifying the character, location, description and ties 
of the new monument and Reference Monuments shall be sent by the land surveyor to the Lake County 
Surveyor’s Office 2293 North Main Street, Crown Point, Indiana 46307. 
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(4) At the discretion of the Lake County Surveyor, any Survey Corner found in the roadway will be 
tied to three (3) Reference Monuments set by a licensed Indiana Professional Land Surveyor. A Corner 
Record will be sent to the Lake County Surveyor to be recorded. 

 

(5) The Lake County Surveyor will maintain a record of all perpetuated Survey Corners. 

 

B. Prior to staking a construction project; 

 

(1) The Engineer, under the direction of the Lake County Surveyor, will follow the provisions in 
Indiana Code 36-2-12-1 Et. Seq. and field verify the presence of all visible monuments. 

 

(2) Any Survey Corners found and which are not listed in the contract plans for perpetuation will be 
added to the contract for perpetuation as defined the Procedure (3)(a). 

 

(3) The Engineer will tie all visible stamped or tagged Survey Corners or Benchmarks that may be 
disturbed. The ties will be to three (3) existing visible Reference Monuments or three (3) set visible 
Reference Monuments, which will not be disturbed during construction activities. Instruction on 
procedures used to tie a Survey Corner or Benchmark or to construct a Reference Monument will be 
available from the Lake County Surveyor. 

 

(4) Found monuments will be noted in the as-built construction plans and written report identifying 
the character, location, description and ties of the monument and Reference Monuments will be sent to 
the Lake County Surveyor 2293 North Main Street, Crown Point, Indiana 46307. 

 

(5) After review and acceptance of the written report, monuments used to reference a Survey 
Corner or Benchmark shall be approved to be stamped by an Indiana Licensed Professional Land 
Surveyor with the registration number by memo from the Surveyor to the Lake County Surveyor. 

 

(6) INDOT will maintain a record of all tied Survey Corners or Benchmarks and a Record will be sent 
by INDOT to the Lake County Surveyor for its record.  
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From: Sharkey, Ashley
To: Brittney Layton
Subject: RE: Early Coordination Des. No. 1382598, County Line Road, Lake and Porter Counties, IN
Date: Thursday, February 6, 2020 4:44:10 PM

Brittney –

Thank you so much for sending information to La Porte district environmental team. We do not have
any comments at this moment.

If you have any questions, or need help with this project, please let us know.

Thank you,

Ashley

From: Brittney Layton [mailto:BLayton@bfsengr.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 04, 2020 6:58 AM
Cc: Elizabet Biggio <EBiggio@bfsengr.com>
Subject: Early Coordination Des. No. 1382598, County Line Road, Lake and Porter Counties, IN

**** This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or

click links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ****

Good morning,

Butler, Fairman, & Seufert is conducting Early Coordination as part of the requirements for the

environmental process for the proposed construction project located on County Line Road in Lake County

and Porter County, Indiana.

We respectfully request your review of the attached Early Coordination Packet within 30 days.  Feel free

to reach out with any questions or concerns.

Thank you,

Brittney Layton, M.A. 

Environmental Scientist

Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc.

8450 Westfield Blvd., Suite 300 | Indianapolis, IN 46240-8302 | 

p 317-713-4615 | f 317-713-4616

BLayton@bfsengr.com | www.BFSEngr.com

********************************************************************************************

C25

mailto:AsSharkey@indot.IN.gov
mailto:BLayton@bfsengr.com
mailto:BLayton@bfsengr.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/S5J6C0Rp2JuQ3EMsDdPyH?domain=bfsengr.com


From: Brittney Layton
To: "Timothy Kingsland"
Cc: Elizabet Biggio; Phillip Gralik; Jake Dammarell; Ryan Scott; Andrea Langille
Subject: RE: Early Coordination Des. No. 1382598, County Line Road, Lake and Porter Counties, IN
Date: Tuesday, February 11, 2020 8:44:56 AM

Good morning Tim,

Thank you for your response and concerns.  We appreciate your input!  I wanted to first and foremost

reassure you that this is the early coordination of the environmental process for the project, not a full

report of findings.  However, BF&S completed a full corridor study for the City of Hobart in 2015.  The

corridor has also been studied by a Professional Wetland Scientist and an environmental specialist.

There is a field confirmed wetland of approximately 58.61 acres along Duck Creek (see the Ecological

Evaluation Form in the Early Coordination Packet that includes information on vegetation, species, and

habitat). 

The project will need a 401/404 USACE/IDEM permit and a CIF permit for Duck Creek and the UNT. 

There are potential wetland impacts.  If there is wetland fill, then mitigation may be required.  Agency

recommendations for avoidance and mitigation measures for habitats and endangered species are being

incorporated into design measures.  While this is only a portion of what has been done for this project,

please be assured that we are still in progress of the environmental process of this project.  Elizabet is

looking at all angles, and compiling all the information, to get as complete and accurate a profile for the

area as possible. 

If you have any further concerns that we can address, please feel free to reach out.  Thank you, again.

Brittney Layton, M.A. 

Environmental Scientist

Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc.

8450 Westfield Blvd., Suite 300 | Indianapolis, IN 46240-8302 | 

p 317-713-4615 | f 317-713-4616

BLayton@bfsengr.com | www.BFSEngr.com

********************************************************************************************
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This Email and any attachments are confidential
and may be protected by legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient,
be aware that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of this Email or any
attachment is prohibited. If you have received this Email in error, please notify
us immediately by returning it to the sender and delete this copy from your
system. Thank you. Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc.
********************************************************************************************

From: Timothy Kingsland <tkingsland@cityofhobart.org> 
Sent: Monday, February 10, 2020 4:19 PM
To: Brittney Layton <BLayton@bfsengr.com>
Cc: Elizabet Biggio <EBiggio@bfsengr.com>; Phillip Gralik <pgralik@cityofhobart.org>; Jake
Dammarell <JDammarell@bfsengr.com>
Subject: RE: Early Coordination Des. No. 1382598, County Line Road, Lake and Porter Counties, IN
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Brittney,

Per my initial review of the area through the city GIS (April and July, 2019 aerials) and from
my field inspection of 2/10/2020, it looks like at a minimum of two culvert crossings (maybe 3
in total?) as indicated per your report, will be affected by the road construction. I have
attached two maps that indicate locations and vegetation concerns. The culvert crossing areas
indicated in the maps, have significant hydrology concerns such as vegetation and potentially,
habitat issues. Plus one crossing may be a conveyance for a water of the state which may
require a ACOE/IDEM permit? In addition, the soils information of your report indicate
potentially a wet environment?

I'm concern that I did not see these items identified in the Stream or the Wetland portion of
your early coordination letter. The NWI is at best, a guide only and per my field inspection of
today, I believe more investigation is required to determined any critical environment
concerns that may effect the construction of the road.

Tim Kingsland

HSD Coordinator

Hobart Sanitary/Storm Water District
414 Main Street, Hobart, IN.
Office# (219) 942-3619
Cell# (219) 406-7338
E-Mail: tkingsland@cityofhobart.org

This e-mail transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential and/or
exempt from disclosure under applicable law and is for the use of the addressee(s) only. If you
are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying,
distribution, reliance upon or use of the information contained herein is strictly prohibited. If
you received this transmission in error, please immediately contact the sender and destroy the
material in its entirety, whether in electronic or in hard copy format, either by deletion or
otherwise.
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Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Indiana State Office  

6013 Lakeside Boulevard
Indianapolis, IN 46278 

317-290-3200 

Helping People Help the Land. 

        
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. 

 
February 12, 2020 
 
Brittney Layton 
Butler, Fairman & Seufert
8450 Westfield Boulevard, Suite 300 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46240 

Dear Ms. Layton: 
 
The proposed project to reconstruct County Line Road in Lake and Porter County, Indiana, (Des 
No 1382598) as referred to in your letter received February 4, 2020, will cause a conversion of 
prime farmland. 

The attached packet of information is for your use competing Parts VI and VII of the AD-1006.  
After completion, the federal funding agency needs to forward one copy to NRCS for our records. 

If you need additional information, please contact John Allen at 317-295-5859. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
JERRY RAYNOR 
State Conservationist 
 
Enclosures 

Acting ForJILL REINHART
Digitally signed by JILL 
REINHART 
Date: 2020.02.13 11:14:51 -05'00'
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U.S. Department of Agriculture 

FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING 
PART I (To be completed by Federal Agency)      Date Of Land Evaluation Request      

Name of Project      Federal Agency Involved      

Proposed Land Use      County and State      

PART II (To be completed by NRCS)      Date Request Received By 
NRCS                    

Person Completing Form: 

   Does the site contain Prime, Unique, Statewide or Local Important Farmland? 

   (If no, the FPPA does not apply - do not complete additional parts of this form) 

  YES      NO 
             

Acres Irrigated 
      

Average Farm Size 

      

   Major Crop(s) 

      

Farmable Land In Govt. Jurisdiction 

Acres:                %       

Amount of Farmland As Defined in FPPA 

Acres:               %      

Name of Land Evaluation System Used 

      

Name of State or Local Site Assessment System 

      

Date Land Evaluation Returned by NRCS 

      

Alternative Site Rating PART III (To be completed by Federal Agency) 
Site A Site B Site C Site D 

   A. Total Acres To Be Converted Directly                         

   B. Total Acres To Be Converted Indirectly                         

   C. Total Acres In Site                         

PART IV (To be completed by NRCS)  Land Evaluation Information     

   A. Total Acres Prime And Unique Farmland                         

   B. Total Acres Statewide Important or Local Important Farmland                         

   C. Percentage Of Farmland in County Or Local Govt. Unit To Be Converted                         

   D. Percentage Of Farmland in Govt. Jurisdiction With Same Or Higher Relative Value                         

PART V (To be completed by NRCS)  Land Evaluation Criterion 
              Relative Value of Farmland To Be Converted (Scale of 0 to 100 Points) 

                        

PART VI (To be completed by Federal Agency)   Site Assessment Criteria 
(Criteria are explained in 7 CFR 658.5 b. For Corridor project use form NRCS-CPA-106) 

Maximum
Points 

Site A Site B Site C Site D 

   1.  Area In Non-urban Use  (15)                         

   2.  Perimeter In Non-urban Use  (10)                         

   3.  Percent Of Site Being Farmed  (20)                         

   4.  Protection Provided By State and Local Government  (20)                         

   5.  Distance From Urban Built-up Area  (15)                         

   6.  Distance To Urban Support Services  (15)                         

   7.  Size Of Present Farm Unit Compared To Average  (10)                         

   8.  Creation Of Non-farmable Farmland  (10)                         

   9.  Availability Of Farm Support Services  (5)                         

   10. On-Farm Investments  (20)                         

   11. Effects Of Conversion On Farm Support Services  (10)                         

   12. Compatibility With Existing Agricultural Use  (10)                         

   TOTAL SITE ASSESSMENT POINTS 160                         

PART VII (To be completed by Federal Agency)      

   Relative Value Of Farmland (From Part V) 100                         

   Total Site Assessment (From Part VI above or local site assessment) 160                         

   TOTAL POINTS (Total of above 2 lines) 260                         

 

Site Selected:       

 

Date Of Selection       

Was A Local Site Assessment Used? 

              YES                 NO   

Reason For Selection:      

      

      

      

Name of Federal agency representative completing this form:       Date:       
(See Instructions on reverse side) Form AD-1006 (03-02) 
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1

Brittney Layton

From: Harris, Jeneen CIV USARMY CELRC (USA) <Jeneen.Harris@usace.army.mil>
Sent: Friday, February 14, 2020 11:43 AM
To: Brittney Layton
Cc: Leffler, Paul M CIV USARMY CELRC (USA)
Subject: RE: Early Coordination Des. No. 1382598, County Line Road, Lake and Porter Counties, 

IN (UNCLASSIFIED)

Importance: High

Categories: Filed by Newforma

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

Hello Brittney, 

Your project is important, the request number LRC-2020-00116 (County Line Road, Lake and Porter Counties, Indiana), 
(please reference this number in all future correspondence) has been forwarded to the Project Manager Paul Leffler for 
care and consideration.  

Mr. Leffler will contact you soon, as possible, and if additional information is requested during the review of your 
submittal please email all documents directly to Paul.  

The Regulatory Program is committed to protecting the Nation's aquatic resources and navigation capacity, while 
allowing reasonable development through fair and balanced decisions. Thank you for working with us to successfully 
achieve this mission. I encourage you to visit our website at: 

http://www.lrc.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx 

I thank and appreciate you for all that you do. 

Jeneen Harris LRC 
Administrative Support Assistant 
U.S. Army Corp of Engineers 
Regulatory Branch (TSD-R) 
231 S. LaSalle Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 
#312-846-5526 

Be the one instead of the many….. 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Brittney Layton [mailto:BLayton@bfsengr.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, February 4, 2020 6:58 AM 
Cc: Elizabet Biggio <EBiggio@bfsengr.com> 
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Early Coordination Des. No. 1382598, County Line Road, Lake and Porter Counties, IN 

Good morning, 
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6100 Southport Road 
Portage, Indiana 46368 

(219) 763-6060
www.nirpc.org

March 3, 2020 

Brittney Layton 
Butler, Fairman & Seufert 
8450 Westfield Blvd., Suite 300 
Indianapolis, IN 46240-5920 

Re: Des. No. 1382598, Countyline Road Reconstruction, 2.7 miles south of I-80 and 4.55 miles east of the I-
65/37th Avenue Interchange - Lake County and Porter County, Indiana 

Dear Ms. Layton, 

The Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission has reviewed the early coordination letter, dated 
February 4, 2020, for the referenced project. A review of the information provided shows the project area 
draining to an unnamed tributary of Deep River which is included on the 303(d) List of Impaired Waterbodies. 
Impairments identified in this reach include impaired biotic communities and E. coli. A TMDL and watershed 
management plan were completed by IDEM and NIRPC to help identify restoration actions that would 
ultimately result in the delisting of this tributary and other waterways in the Deep River-Portage Burns 
Waterway watershed. The TMDL calls for a 49% improvement in dissolved oxygen concentrations, 9% reduction 
in total suspended solids, and 64% reduction in E. coli. NIRPC’s primary concern, as it relates to the project 
area, is the impaired biotic communities and the potential impacts associated with increased stormwater runoff 
volume and rates into the tributary system that has already been documented to have channel stability issues.  

Based on purpose of the County Line road reconstruction project and the findings and recommendations in the 
TMDL and watershed management plan, NIRPC encourages the project design incorporate post-construction 
storm water best management practices that increase storage and reduce peak flow rates, sediment and 
oxygen demanding substance loading associated with the new/improved roadway drainage infrastructure.  
Possible BMPs identified in the TMDL and watershed management plan that could be retrofitted into the ROW 
include, grassed swales, native and water quality devices. Additionally, consider utilizing/retrofitting the 
existing basins bordering Arbor Lane. There appears to be some capacity for infiltration and storage based on 
brief field visit conducted by NIRPC on March 3, 2020. Incorporation of native plantings (herbaceous, shrubs, 
trees) to enhance pollinator habitat is also strongly encouraged as part of the design. 

The Deep River-Portage Burns Waterway Watershed Management Plan is available on NIRPC’s website. The 
Deep River-Portage Burns Waterway TMDL Report is available on IDEM’s website.  Please do not hesitate to 
contact me if you should have any questions. 

 Sincerely, 

Senior Water Resource Planner 
Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission 
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United States Department of the Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service 

 
Indiana Field Office (ES) 

620 South Walker Street 
Bloomington, IN  47403-2121 

Phone:  (812) 334-4261  Fax:  (812) 334-4273 
 

March 23, 2020 
 

 
 
Ms. Brittney Layton 
Butler, Fairman, & Seufert 
8450 Westfield Boulevard, Suite 300 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46240  
 
 
Project No.:  Des. 1382598 
Project:         County Line Road Reconstruction 
Location:      Lake and Porter Counties 
 
Dear Ms. Layton: 
 
This responds to your letter received March 17, 2020, requesting our comments on the 
aforementioned project. 
 
These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination 
Act (l6 U.S.C. 661 et. seq.) and are consistent with the intent of the National Environmental 
Policy Act of l969, the Endangered Species Act of l973, and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service's 
Mitigation Policy. 
 
The proposed project consists of the reconstruction of approximately 1.03 miles of County Line 
Road between US 6 and Cleveland Avenue/CR 700 North.  The project includes widening and 
repaving the roadway plus drainage improvements.  The drainage improvements include a new 
storm sewer under the roadway and a new outlet sewer about 1,000 feet to the west along Arbor 
Lane and new right-of-way to an unnamed tributary of Deep River. About 6.16 acres of new 
right-of-way would be required, with the majority of that associated with the new storm sewer 
outlet. 
 
On November 26, 2018, we received an email inquiry from Jennifer Lozano of Butler, Fairman 
& Seufert about whether or not this project can utilize the range-wide programmatic consultation 
process for the Indiana and northern long-eared bats.  We determined that because the storm 
sewer outlet to an unnamed tributary of Deep River (not Duck Creek – Duck Creek is 
approximately 1.5 miles south of the sewer alignment) is more than 300 feet from any existing 
roadway pavement (in this case Arbor Lane), the programmatic process cannot be used since the 
sewer line is an integral part of the project. 
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It appears that several acres of woodland would be removed to install the storm sewer outlet to 
the unnamed tributary of Deep River, and wetlands may also be impacted.  Wetlands along the 
tributary may include fens, which are a special type of wetland considered rare in Indiana; Duck 
Creek and other streams tributary to Deep River in the Hobart area are known to include fens.  If 
fens are present, they should be avoided to the maximum extent possible.  If the wetlands are 
impacted by invasive plants species, enhancement through removal/control of invasives may be a 
mitigation possibility.  Mitigation for woodland losses would also be necessary.   
 
ENDANGERED SPECIES 
 
The proposed project is within the range of the Federally endangered Indiana bat (Myotis 
sodalis), piping plover (Charadrius melodus), and Karner blue butterfly (Lycaeides melissa 
samuelis), and the threatened northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis), red knot (Calidris 
canutus rufa), eastern massasauga rattlesnake (Sistrurus catenatus), Pitcher’s thistle (Cirsium 
pitcheri), and Mead's milkweed (Asclepias meadii).  There is no habitat in the project area for the 
piping plover, Karner blue butterfly, red knot, eastern massasauga, Pitcher’s thistle, and Mead’s 
milkweed.  There is potential summer nursery habitat for the 2 bats within the woodlands 
affected by the storm sewer outlet to the unnamed tributary of Deep River.  Therefore, it will be 
necessary to restrict tree clearing to the time of year when the bats would not be  present, which 
is between 1 October and 1 April.  We also request mitigation for the woodland acreage that 
would be lost to the project.  With these tree cutting time restrictions and mitigation in place, the 
USFWS agrees that the proposed project is not likely to adversely affect these endangered and 
threatened species. 
 
This precludes the need for further consultation on this project as required under Section 7 of the 
Endangered Species Act of l973, as amended.  However, should new information arise pertaining 
to project plans or a revised species list be published, it will be necessary for the Federal agency 
to reinitiate consultation. 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to comment on this proposed project.  Please keep us informed as 
project planning progresses.  For further discussion, please contact Elizabeth McCloskey at (219) 
983-9753 or elizabeth_mccloskey@fws.gov. 
 
                                                                                       Sincerely yours, 
 
                                                                                 /s/ Elizabeth S. McCloskey 
 
                                                                                 for Scott E. Pruitt 
                                                                                       Supervisor 
 
Sent via email March 23, 2020; no hard copy to follow. 
 
cc:  Christie Stanifer, Environmental Coordinator, Division of Fish and Wildlife, Indianapolis, IN 
       Marty Maupin, IDEM, Office of Water Management, Indianapolis, IN 
       Paul Leffler, USACE, Regulatory Office, Chicago, IL 
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March 20, 2020

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Indiana Ecological Services Field Office

620 South Walker Street
Bloomington, IN 47403-2121

Phone: (812) 334-4261 Fax: (812) 334-4273
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/Endangered/section7/s7process/step1.html

In Reply Refer To: 
Consultation Code: 03E12000-2019-SLI-0224 
Event Code: 03E12000-2020-E-04949  
Project Name: Des. No. 1382598, County Line Road Reconstruction

Subject: Updated list of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed 
project location, and/or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The attached species list identifies any federally threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate 
species that may occur within the boundary of your proposed project or may be affected by your 
proposed project. The list also includes designated critical habitat if present within your proposed 
project area or affected by your project. This list is provided to you as the initial step of the 
consultation process required under section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act, also referred to 
as Section 7 Consultation.

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 requires that actions authorized, funded, or 
carried out by Federal agencies not jeopardize federally threatened or endangered species or 
adversely modify designated critical habitat. To fulfill this mandate, Federal agencies (or their 
designated non-federal representative) must consult with the Service if they determine their 
project “may affect” listed species or critical habitat.

Under 50 CFR 402.12(e) (the regulations that implement Section 7 of the Endangered Species 
Act) the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be 
completed formally or informally. You may verify the list by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website 
http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/ at regular intervals during project planning and implementation and 
completing the same process you used to receive the attached list. As an alternative, you may 
contact this Ecological Services Field Office for updates.

Please use the species list provided and visit the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's Region 3 
Section 7 Technical Assistance website at - http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/section7/ 
s7process/index.html. This website contains step-by-step instructions which will help you 
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▪

determine if your project will have an adverse effect on listed species and will help lead you 
through the Section 7 process.

For all wind energy projects and projects that include installing towers that use guy wires or 
are over 200 feet in height, please contact this field office directly for assistance, even if no 
federally listed plants, animals or critical habitat are present within your proposed project or may 
be affected by your proposed project.

Although no longer protected under the Endangered Species Act, be aware that bald eagles are 
protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.) and Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act (16 U.S.C. 703 et seq), as are golden eagles. Projects affecting these species may 
require measures to avoid harming eagles or may require a permit. If your project is near an 
eagle nest or winter roost area, see our Eagle Permits website at http://www.fws.gov/midwest/ 
midwestbird/EaglePermits/index.html to help you determine if you can avoid impacting eagles or 
if a permit may be necessary.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. Please include the 
Consultation Tracking Number in the header of this letter with any request for consultation or 
correspondence about your project that you submit to our office.

Attachment(s):

Official Species List
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Official Species List
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 
action".

This species list is provided by:

Indiana Ecological Services Field Office
620 South Walker Street
Bloomington, IN 47403-2121
(812) 334-4261
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Project Summary
Consultation Code: 03E12000-2019-SLI-0224

Event Code: 03E12000-2020-E-04949

Project Name: Des. No. 1382598, County Line Road Reconstruction

Project Type: BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION / MAINTENANCE

Project Description: The City of Hobart proposes improvements to County Line Road between 
US 36 (Ridge Road, W. 37th Avenue) and Cleveland Avenue (W. County 
Road 700 North) (INDOT Des No. 11382598). The total project length is 
approximately 1.22 mile. 
 
The proposed project consists of pavement reconstruction and widening, 
sidewalk replacement and extension, and drainage improvements. The 
typical section between US 6 and Coral Drive will consist of an 11-foot 
travel lane in each direction with a 14-foot two-way-left turn lane 
(TWLTL) to help manage the volume of traffic (Appendix B, B#). The 
typical section between Coral Drive and Cleveland Avenue (CR 700 
North) will consist of an 11-foot travel lane in each direction with an 11- 
foot northbound turn lane switching to a southbound left turn lane at the 
intersection of County Line Road and Cleveland Avenue (CR 700 North). 
A 2-foot, 7-inch concrete curb and gutter will be installed on each side of 
the road. Street lighting will be installed along the corridor. 
 
The existing sidewalk on the west side of County Line Road between (CR 
700 North) and approximately 175 feet north of Coral Drive will be 
replaced and extended along the west side of County Line Road to 
Cleveland Avenue. Replacement sidewalks will be 6 feet wide between 
Cleveland Avenue (CR 700 North) and approximately 165 feet south of 
Coral Drive. The new sidewalk will be 8-10 feet and will run from 
approximately 165 feet south of Coral Drive to US 6 (Ridge Road). The 
sidewalk and curb ramps will be Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)- 
compliant. Improvements will be made to the Oak Savannah/Prairie 
Duneland Trail crossing of County Line Road, approximately 0.23 mile 
south of US 6 (Ridge Road), including a mid-crossing refuge, new 
signage and pavement markings, with consideration of a flashing warning 
light or Rectangular Rapid Flash Beacon (RRFB). The crossing will be 
ADA-compliant. 
 
The two existing CMP culverts under County Line Road will be replaced. 
An approximately 36-inch storm water drainage pipe and outlet will be 
installed along the north side of Arbor Lane extending approximately 
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1,000 feet west of County Line Road along Arbor Lane, then turning 
north for 350 and outletting into a UNT to the Deep River. A storm sewer 
system with a trunkline of a maximum 36-inch diameter will be added 
underneath County Line Road. Inlets and manholes will be installed. 
 
Approximately 3.46 acres of permanent and 0.83 acre of temporary right- 
of-way (ROW) acquisition is anticipated. Permanent ROW will consist 
largely of mowed grass, with some concrete sidewalk, adjacent to the 
current roadway. It is possible some anticipated permanent ROW may be 
converted to a utility easement. Temporary ROW will be required for 
grading and the reconstruction of private driveways. Approximately 85 
trees will be removed. Closure of County Line Road for up to 90-120 
days with the institution of a detour may be necessary for construction.

Project Location:
Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/place/41.54266971821165N87.2212168273499W

Counties: Lake, IN | Porter, IN
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1.

▪

Endangered Species Act Species
There is a total of 2 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 
list because a project could affect downstream species. Note that 1 of these species should be 
considered only under certain conditions.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA 
Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 
if you have questions.

NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 
Commerce.

Mammals
NAME STATUS

Indiana Bat Myotis sodalis
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location is outside the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949
Species survey guidelines:  

https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/guideline/survey/population/1/office/31440.pdf

Endangered

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
This species only needs to be considered under the following conditions:

Incidental take of the NLEB is not prohibited here. Federal agencies may consult using the 
4(d) rule streamlined process. Transportation projects may consult using the programmatic 
process. See www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/index.html

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

Threatened

Critical habitats
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 
JURISDICTION.

1
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Elizabet Biggio

From: Turnbow, Alisha <ATurnbow@idem.IN.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2020 7:16 PM
To: Elizabet Biggio
Subject: RE: Source Water Areas

Hi Elizabeth,  
The FHWA project located on County Line Road in Lake and Porter Counties between US 6 and Cleveland Avenue is 
inside Indiana American Water – Northwest Source Water Area. The contact for Indiana American Water – Northwest is 
Christina Gosnell and she can be reached at christina.gosnell@amwater.com and 317-885-2408. 

Since 9/11 we don’t identify specific public water supplies online, instead we have individuals submit requests directly to 
us for contact information. I am the one that responds to source water proximity requests so if you have questions 
relating to these in the future you can send them to me. Let me know what questions you have. 

Sincerely,  

Coping with COVID-19: 
•Indiana State Dept. of Health (ISDH) COVID-19 Call Center: Call 877-826-0011 (open 24/7)
•Anthem NurseLine: Call 800-337-4770 or visit the Anthem NurseLine online for a FREE symptom screening.
Available to anyone with an Anthem health plan (this includes State of IN employees)
•Anthem Employee Assistance Program (EAP): Available to ALL state employees and adults in household
regardless of health plan participation. Call 800-223-7723 or visit anthemeap.com (enter State of Indiana) for
crisis counseling, help finding child/elder care, legal/financial consultation and much more.

Alisha Turnbow 
Environmental Manager  
Office of Water Quality 
Drinking Water Branch, Groundwater Section 

(317) 233-9158 • aturnbow@idem.IN.gov 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Indiana Department of Environmental Management 

 |  |  | 
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APPENDIX D: SECTION 106 DOCUMENTATION 

CE Appendix Pages .indd   4 8/18/2016   1:35:58 PM



FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION'S 
SECTION 4(F) COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS (for historic properties) AND 

SECTION 106 FINDINGS AND DETERMINATIONS 
AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECT 
ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATIONS 

EFFECT FINDING 
COUNTY LINE ROAD PROJECT, 

CITY OF HOBART, LAKE COUNTY, INDIANA 
DES. NO.: 1382598 

AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECTS 
(Pursuant to 36 CFR Section 800.4(a)(1)) 

The project is located on County Line Road between US 6 and Cleveland Avenue/W. County Road 700 
North in the City of Hobart, Lake County, and Portage Township, Porter County, Indiana. The Area of 
Potential Effects (APE) is roughly a long rectangle with extensions for areas with larger viewshed 
(Appendix B, B4). Approximately 8.18 acres of permanent right-of-way (ROW) and 1.43 acres of 
temporary ROW acquisition is anticipated. 

ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATIONS  
(Pursuant to 36 CFR 800.4(c)(2)) 

The following property is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP): 

Kraft Farm/Indiana Historic Sites and Structures Inventory (IHSSI) #127-520-10031: 
Northeast corner of County Line Rd. and County Road (CR) 700 N.; 1901 Queen Anne 
farmhouse and farmstead, eligible under Criterion C for significance in Architecture. 

EFFECT FINDING 

Kraft Farm/IHSSI #127-520-10031 (Northeast corner of County Line Rd. and CR 700 N.): “No Adverse 
Effect”  

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), acting on the Federal Highway Administration’s 
(FHWA’s) behalf, has determined a "No Adverse Effect" finding is appropriate for this undertaking. INDOT 
respectfully requests the Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer provide written concurrence with the 
Section 106 determination of effect. 

SECTION 4(F) COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS (for historic properties) 

Kraft Farm IHSSI #127-520-10031 (Northeast corner of County Line Rd. and CR 700 N.)- This 
undertaking will not convert property from the Kraft Farm (IHSSI #127-520-10031), a Section 4(f) historic 
property, to a transportation use. INDOT, acting on FHWA’s behalf, has determined the appropriate 
Section 106 finding is "No Adverse Effect"; therefore no Section 4(f) evaluation is required for the Kraft 
Farm/IHSSI #127-520-10031.  

Anuradha V. Kumar, for FHWA 

Manager 

INDOT Cultural Resources 

Approved Date 

02/18/2020
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FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION  
DOCUMENTATION OF SECTION 106 FINDING OF  

NO ADVERSE EFFECT 
SUBMITTED TO THE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER  

PURSUANT TO 36 CFR Section 800.5(c) 
COUNTY LINE ROAD PROJECT 

CITY OF HOBART, LAKE COUNTY, INDIANA 
DES. NO.: 1382598 

1. DESCRIPTION OF THE UNDERTAKING 

The City of Hobart (Lake County), with funding from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and 
administrative oversight from the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), proposes to proceed 
with improvements to County Line Road between US 6 and Cleveland Avenue (County Road (CR) 700 
North; Des No. 1382598). Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act requires Federal agencies 
to take into account the effects of their undertakings on historic properties. The federal involvement in the 
project is funding received from the FHWA. 
 
The proposed undertaking is on County Line Road between US 6 (Ridge Road) and approximately 0.13 
mile south of Cleveland Avenue (CR 700 North). The project is located in Sections 27, 28, 33, and 34, 
Township 36 North, Range 7 West on the USGS Portage, Indiana Quadrangle (Appendix B, B2). The 
project area runs along the border between the City of Hobart, Hobart Township, Lake County and 
Portage Township, Porter County (Appendix B, B3). The total project length is approximately 1.21 miles, 
consisting of approximately 1.03 miles of road work and an additional 0.19 mile of storm water drainage 
pipe work.  
 
The need for the project arises from poor pavement and drainage conditions along County Line Road 
between US 6 and Cleveland Avenue (CR 700 North). The existing pavement had an average Pavement 
Surface Evaluation and Rating (PASER) of 2 (out of 10) as of 2013 and is estimated to have a current 
rating of approximately 4 (out of 10). County Line Road exhibits transverse cracking and rutting, as well 
as longitudinal cracking showing through a preventative maintenance overlay treatment applied in 2014. 
According to the 2015 Stormwater Assessment, the current drainage system is hindered by undersized, 
clogged ditches and corrugated metal pipes which cause standing water and backyard flooding in 
adjacent residential properties. In addition, according to the City of Hobart’s “Corridor Assessment: 
County Line Road Traffic Assessment” (TA), dated June 19, 2015, the projected traffic count on this 
segment of County Line Road is approximately 9,885 vehicles per day for 2040. The purpose of the 
project is to improve the pavement conditions on County Line Road between US 6 and Cleveland Avenue 
(CR 700 North) to a PASER rating of at least 8 (out of 10) and to increase stormwater drainage in order to 
eliminate flooding and standing water along the corridor. Other desirable outcomes include preparing 
County Line Road for future traffic projections. 
 
The proposed project consists of pavement reconstruction and widening, sidewalk replacement and 
extension, and drainage improvements. The typical section between US 6 and Coral Drive will consist of 
an 11-foot travel lane in each direction with a 14-foot two-way-left turn lane (TWLTL) to help manage the 
volume of traffic (Appendix B, B15). The typical section between Coral Drive and Cleveland Avenue (CR 
700 North) will consist of an 11-foot travel lane in each direction with an 11-foot northbound turn lane 
switching to a southbound left turn lane at the intersection of County Line Road and Cleveland Avenue 
(CR 700 North). A 2-foot, 7-inch concrete curb and gutter will be installed on each side of the road. Street 
lighting will be installed along the corridor.  
 
There is an existing sidewalk on the west side of County Line Road between Cleveland Avenue and 
approximately 175 feet north of Coral Drive. This sidewalk will be replaced and extended along the west 
side of County Line Road to Cleveland Avenue. Replacement sidewalks will be 6 feet wide between 
Cleveland Avenue and approximately 165 feet south of Coral Drive. The new sidewalk will be 8-10 feet ad 
will run from approximately 165 feet south of Coral Drive and US 6. The sidewalk and curb ramps will be 

D2



Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)-compliant. Improvements will be made to the Oak Savannah/Prairie 
Duneland Trail crossing of County Line Road, approximately 0.23 mile south of US 6, including a mid-
crossing refuge, new signage and pavement markings, with consideration of a flashing warning light or 
Rectangular Rapid Flash Beacon (RRFB). 
 
Two existing modern culverts under County Line Road will be replaced. A storm water drainage pipe and 
outlet will be installed along the north side of Arbor Lane extending approximately 1,000 feet west of 
County Line Road and 350 feet north of Arbor Lane. A storm sewer system with a 30-36 inch trunkline will 
be added underneath County Line Road. Inlets and manholes will be installed. 
 
Approximately 8.18 acres of permanent and 1.43 acres of temporary right-of-way (ROW) acquisition is 
anticipated. Permanent ROW consists largely of mowed grass, with some concrete sidewalk, adjacent to 
the current roadway. It is possible some anticipated permanent ROW may be converted to a utility 
easement. Temporary ROW will be required for grading and the reconstruction of private driveways. 
Closure of County Line Road for up to 90-120 days with the institution of a detour may be necessary for 
construction. 
 
The Area of Potential Effects (APE) is roughly a long rectangle with extensions for areas of larger 
viewshed and an extension for the storm sewer installation (Appendix B, B4). Visibility around the 
alignment is generally limited by development and dense trees, and the APE is therefore generally 
composed properties adjacent to the project area. 
 
 
2. EFFORTS TO IDENTIFY HISTORIC PROPERTIES 

The National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and the Indiana Register of Historic Sites and Structures 
(State Register) were consulted by Butler, Fairman, & Seufert, Inc. (BF&S). No listed properties are 
located within the APE. 

 
The 1996 Lake County Interim Report, 1991 Porter County Interim Report, and the Indiana State Historic 
Architectural and Archaeological Research Database (SHAARD) were checked by BF&S on July 17, 
2017. Five previously surveyed resources were located within the APE. An Indiana Division of Historic 
Preservation and Archaeology (DHPA)-qualified professional with BF&S conducted a site visit on June 1, 
2017. Information from the site visit and research regarding historic resources were compiled into a 
Historic Property Report (HPR; BF&S, August 15, 2017, Appendix C, C1-C3). The HPR recommended 
one property, Indiana Historic Sites and Structures Inventory (IHSSI) #127-520-10031 (the Kraft Farm), 
eligible for the NRHP. The HPR was approved by the Indiana Department of Transportation-Cultural 
Resources Office (INDOT-CRO) on August 29, 2017. 
 
The Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) is considered an automatic consulting party, and 
a copy of the HPR and an early coordination letter were sent to the SHPO on August 30, 2017. In 
addition, the following individuals and organizations were sent an early coordination letter via email with 
instructions on how to access the HPR in INSCOPE (http://erms.indot.in.gov/Section106Documents/) on 
August 30, 2017 (Appendix E, E1-E8): 
 

Indiana Landmarks Northwest Field Office 
Lake County Historian 
Porter County Historian 
Lake County Historical Society and Museum 
Porter County Museum 
Lake County Parks and Recreation Department 
Hobart Historic Preservation Commission 
Historic Preservation of Porter County, Inc. 
Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Commission 
Indiana Lincoln Highway Association, Inc. 
Kankakee Valley Historical Society 

D3

http://erms.indot.in.gov/Section106Documents/


Northwest Indiana Genealogical Society 
Lake County Commissioners 
Porter County Board of Commissioners 
Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 
Miami Tribe of Oklahoma 
Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma 
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians 
Forest County Potawatomi Community 

 
The Miami Tribe of Oklahoma responded on September 12, 2017, indicating they wished to be a 
consulting party. The letter stated they had no objections to the proposed project, but noted the project 
area is within the aboriginal homelands of the Miami Tribe (Appendix E, E9). 
 
The SHPO responded on September 25, 2017 stating in part, “…we agree that the Kraft Farm (or 
farmstead)… is eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C and it is 
the only historic, above-ground property within the APE,” (DHPA #21556; Appendix E, E10-E11). 
 
No other responses to the August 30, 2017 early coordination letter were received. The owner of the 
NRHP-eligible Kraft Farm was sent a consulting party invitation on April 12, 2018. No response was 
received from the property owner. 
 
In regard to archaeology, a Phase Ia archaeological reconnaissance conducted by 106 Consulting, LLC 
on March 19-20, 2018 and an additional reconnaissance on October 20, 2018 covered an extended area. 
The archaeologist located no archaeological sites within the project area. No further work was 
recommended in the resulting archaeological short report (ASR; Appendix D, D1-D2). INDOT-CRO 
approved the ASR on November 9, 2018, and the ASR was sent to consulting parties on September 12, 
2019. SHPO concurred with the ASR on October 17, 2019, stating in part, “we have not identified any 
currently known archaeological resources listed in or eligible for inclusion in the NRHP or the IRHSS 
within the excess parcel. No further archaeological work is required,” (Appendix E, E12-E13). Tribal 
consulting parties were mistakenly omitted from this notice and will be notified of the ASR concurrent with 
this finding. 
 
After the August 30, 2017 early coordination letter, significant revisions were made to the project scope. 
The APE was expanded to accommodate work on a drainage structure. A letter explaining the new 
scope, including the adjustment of the southern terminus and the addition of a stormwater drainage pipe, 
was approved by INDOT-CRO on November 22, 2019 and sent to consulting parties on the same day 
(Appendix E, E14-E22). The letter did not recommend any additional properties eligible for the NRHP.  
 
The SHPO concurred with the revised APE, and that there were no additional historic resources in the 
revised APE, on December 26, 2019 (Appendix E, E23-E24). 
 
No other comments were received from consulting parties regarding the identification of historic 
resources. 
 
 
3. DESCRIBE AFFECTED HISTORIC PROPERTIES 

IHSSI #127-520-10031/Kraft Farm (Northeast corner of County Line Road and CR 700 N.): The Kraft 
Farm is roughly bounded by the tree line on the west side of the property (parcel boundary) and the edge 
of the maintained grass area around the farmhouse and outbuildings. The property consists of a 1901 
brick Queen Anne house and outbuildings, such as an English-style barn, garage, and chicken house. 
The house is an excellent example of the style, exhibiting characteristic Queen Anne-features, such as 
asymmetry, a large gable dormer on the facade, and spindlework porches. Few Queen Anne houses 
remain extant in Porter County. The property is immediately surrounded by a line of trees on three sides. 
The Kraft Farm is eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C for significance in architecture. 
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4. DESCRIBE THE UNDERTAKING'S EFFECTS ON HISTORIC PROPERTIES

IHSSI #127-520-10031/Kraft Farm: The project will widen County Line Road in front of the Kraft Farm, 
an IHSSI “notable” property, from approximately 22 feet wide to 36 feet wide. A 2-foot, 7-inch concrete 
curb and gutter with stormwater inlets will be added to the road (Appendix B, B21). Streetlights will be 
installed on the opposite (west) side of the street. The lights will have a maximum illuminance of 
approximately 0.1 foot-candle at the Kraft house and 1.0 foot-candle at the property line (Appendix B, B33 
and Appendix E, E22). The sidewalk on the west side of County Line Road will also be widened from 3.5 
to 6 feet and the existing tree lawn will be eliminated. No permanent or temporary ROW will be acquired 
from the property. 

5. EXPLAIN APPLICATION OF CRITERIA OF ADVERSE EFFECT -- INCLUDE CONDITIONS OR
FUTURE ACTIONS TO AVOID, MINIMIZE OR MITIGATE ADVERSE EFFECTS

According to Part 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(1), “An adverse effect is found when an undertaking may alter, 
directly or indirectly, any of the characteristics of a historic property that qualify the property for inclusion 
in the National Register in a manner that would diminish the integrity of the property's location, design, 
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, or association. Consideration shall be given to all qualifying 
characteristics of a historic property, including those that may have been identified subsequent to the 
original evaluation of the property's eligibility for the National Register. Adverse effects may include 
reasonably foreseeable effects caused by the undertaking that may occur later in time, be farther 
removed in distance or be cumulative.” 

A finding of “No Adverse Effect” is appropriate for this project because the County Line Road 
Reconstruction will not alter any of the characteristics for which IHSSI #127-520-10031/Kraft Farm is 
eligible for the NRHP in a manner which would diminish their integrity. 

Part 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(2), examples of adverse effect include but are not limited to: 

(i) Physical destruction of or damage to all or part of a property;
(ii) Alteration of a property, including restoration, rehabilitation, repair, maintenance, stabilization,

hazardous material remediation, and provision of handicapped access not consistent with the 
Secretary’s Standard for the Treatment of Historic Properties (36 CFR part 68) and applicable 
guidelines; 

(iii) Removal of the property from its historic location;
(iv) Change of the character of the property’s use or physical features within the property’s setting

that contribute to its historic significance; 
(v) Introduction of visual, atmospheric, or audible elements that diminish the integrity of the

property’s significant historic features; 
(vi) Neglect of a property which causes its deterioration, except where such neglect and deterioration

are recognized qualities of a property of religious and cultural significance to an Indian tribe 
or Native Hawaiian organization; and 

(vii) Transfer, lease, or sale of a property out of Federal ownership or control without adequate and
legally enforceable restrictions or conditions to ensure long-term preservation of the 
property’s historic significance. 

Application of the criteria of adverse effect defined in 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(1), finds the proposed project’s 
potential effects are not likely to be described by the examples in 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(2)(ii), (iii), (vi), or 
(vii). The application of adverse effect, focusing on 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(2)(i), (iv), and (v) follows: 

IHSSI #127-520-10031/Kraft Farm: Application of the criteria of adverse effect, as defined per 36 CFR § 
800.5(a)(1), finds the proposed project’s potential effects upon the Kraft Farm are most similar to those 
described in 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(2)(i), (iv), and (v). 
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In regard to 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(2)(i), “Physical destruction of or damage to all or part of a property,” the 
project will not physically impact the property. No permanent or temporary ROW will be acquired from the 
property and no trees will be removed from the property. 
 
In regard to 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(2)(iv), “Change of the character of the property’s use or physical features 
within the property’s setting that contribute to its historic significance,” the project will not alter the use of 
the property and will not alter physical features within the property's setting that contribute to its historic 
significance. County Line Road is already a minor arterial with an average annual daily traffic (AADT) 
count of 9,169 vehicles per day in 2017. Mid-twentieth century development has previously altered the 
once agricultural character of the area, particularly with the construction of the residential development to 
the west and the commercialization of the agricultural operation to the south. This project will not further 
diminish the remaining agricultural area to the north and east of the property. 
 
In regard to 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(2)(v), “Introduction of visual, atmospheric or audible elements that 
diminish the integrity of the property’s significant historic features,” the project will include the installation 
of new streetlights. There is presently ambient light affecting the farm’s setting, emanating from the large 
mid-twentieth century subdivision on the west side of County Line Road. The Kraft Farm is surrounded by 
a line of trees, giving the property partial insularity from its surroundings. Therefore, the addition of 
streetlights will not further reduce the property’s integrity. 
 
The County Line Road Reconstruction will not diminish the historical associations, historically significant 
features, or architectural integrity for which IHSSI #127-520-10031/Kraft Farm is eligible for the NRHP 
under Criterion C. Therefore, the project will not introduce negative effects as defined by 36 CFR § 800.5 
and will have “No Adverse Effect” on IHSSI #127-520-10031/Kraft Farm. 
 
 
6. SUMMARY OF CONSULTING PARTIES AND PUBLIC VIEWS 
 
The Section 106 consultation process was initiated on August 30, with the distribution of an early 
coordination letter via email to the consulting parties listed above, with instructions on how to access the 
HPR in INSCOPE (http://erms.indot.in.gov/Section106Documents/) (Appendix E, E1-E8). 
 
The Miami Tribe of Oklahoma responded on September 12, 2017, indicating they wished to be a 
consulting party. The letter stated they had no objections to the proposed project, but noted the project 
area is within the aboriginal homelands of the Miami Tribe (Appendix E, E9). 
 
The SHPO responded on September 25, 2017, stating in part, “…we agree that the Kraft Farm (or 
farmstead)… is eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C and it is 
the only historic, above-ground property within the APE,” (DHPA #21556; Appendix E, E10-E11). 
 
No other responses to the August 30, 2017 early coordination letter were received. 
 
In regard to archaeology, a Phase Ia archaeological reconnaissance conducted by 106 Consulting, LLC 
on March 19-20, 2018 and an additional reconnaissance on October 20, 2018 covered an extended area. 
The archaeologist located no archaeological sites within the project area. No further work was 
recommended in the resulting ASR (Appendix D, D1-D2). INDOT-CRO approved the ASR on November 
9, 2018, and the ASR was sent to consulting parties on September 12, 2019. SHPO concurred with the 
ASR on October 17, 2019, stating in part, “we have not identified any currently known archaeological 
resources listed in or eligible for inclusion in the NRHP or the IRHSS within the excess parcel. No further 
archaeological work is required,” (Appendix E, E12-E13). Tribal consulting parties were mistakenly 
omitted from this notice and will be notified of the ASR concurrent with this finding. 
 
A letter explaining the revised project scope and assessing project effects was sent to consulting parties 
on November 22, 2019, recommending the project would have “No Adverse Effect” on the Kraft Farm due 
to the lack of ROW acquisition from the property, a lack of physical effects to the setting, and the current 
level of development in the area (Appendix E, E14-E22). 
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The SHPO responded on December 26, 2019, concurring with the “No Adverse Effect” determination, 
stating in part, “Based on the information provided, we would agree that the Kraft Farm does not appear 
to be adversely affected by the undertaking,” (Appendix E, E23-E24). No other responses to the Effects 
Letter were received. 
 

No other comments were received from consulting parties. 

A finding of “No Adverse Effect” is appropriate for this project because the project will not alter 
characteristics for which IHSSI #127-520-10031/Kraft Farm is eligible for the NRHP. 
 
A Section 106 public notice will be published in The Times of Northwest Indiana offering the public the 
opportunity to make comments on INDOT’s “No Adverse Effect” finding. A thirty (30) day comment period 
will be given. The document will be revised, if necessary, after the public notice to reflect any comments 
received. 
 
 
 

APPENDIX 

Appendix A: Invited Section 106 Consulting Parties  
Appendix B: Graphics 
Appendix C: Excerpt from the Historic Property Short Report 
Appendix D: Excerpt from the ASR 
Appendix E: Correspondence 
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County Line Road Reconstruction Abstract 

Abstract

This Historic Property Report (HPR) documents the identifi cation and evaluation efforts for properties included 

in the Area of Potential Effects (APE) for a project involving improvements to County Line Road on the border 

between Lake and Porter Counties, Indiana. Above-ground resources were identifi ed and evaluated according 

to Section 106, National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966, as amended, 36 CFR Part 800 (revised 

January 2001), the Final Rule on Revision of Current Regulations, dated December 12, 2000, and incorporating 

amendments effective August 5, 2004. As a result of the NHPA, as amended, federal agencies are required 

to take into account the impact of federal undertakings upon historic properties in the area of the undertaking. 

Historic properties include buildings, structures, sites, objects, and/or districts included in or eligible for inclusion 

in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). The project will utilize funds from the Federal Highway 

Administration (FHWA), which makes it an undertaking subject to the Section 106 process.

Of the 66 properties within the APE, 47 properties will meet the 50-year age criteria at the time of project letting. 

No properties within the APE are currently listed in the NRHP. One property is recommended eligible for listing 

in the NRHP:

Kraft Farm (County Line Road and W. 700 N): eligible under Criterion C  for architecture 
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County Line Road Reconstruction

Ream in 1874. The Reams had previously 

emigrated from Pennsylvania.11 The couple 

had seven sons and two daughters.12 

Elizabeth died in 1894 and Frederick in 1942 

at the age of 90. Several of the Kraft siblings 

ran the farm through the mid-twentieth 

century.13 The property is now owned by 

Frederick’s great-grandson Conrad.

The  Kraft farmhouse is an excellent 

example of residential Queen Anne 

architecture, exhibiting characteristic 

features such as asymmetry, the large gable 

dormer on the facade, and spindlework 

porches. There are only two other recorded 

examples of the Queen Anne style extant in 

Portage Township. There are similarly few 

farmsteads remaining intact within the township, making the Kraft Farm a notable property. The Kraft Farm 

maintains moderate to good material and design integrity. There are few alterations to the house, consisting 

of the replacement of window glazing, installation of storm windows and doors over the historic openings, and 

the replacement of porch steps and  addition of lattice handrails. The porches and porch details appear to be in 

good condition. The property largely retains its feeling, and setting, as although a row of ranch houses has been 

built to the west across County Line Road, the property remains a distinct farmstead with an extant barn and 

outbuildings. In addition, the area’s agricultural character is still evident to the east of the property. Therefore, 

this property is recommended eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criterion C as an outstanding example of the 

Queen Anne style, which is rare in Portage Township.

This property is associated with development patterns of late nineteenth-century Porter County, such as German 

immigration and the dominance of the agricultural industry in the region’s growth. Settlement of German immigrants 

in the midwest was common from the mid to late 1800s. During the same period, agriculture in northwest Indiana 

grew as prices rose, technological advances in farming were introduced, and markets became more accessible 

with the arrival of the railroads. This property demonstrates only a loose connection to these trends through 

its proximity to current and former railroad lines and date of construction in a period of relative prosperity. This 

property does not reveal any additional aspects of late-nineteenth century life. Since this property lacks suffi cient 

signifi cance, is not recommended eligible under Criterion A. Research conducted for this document was unable 

to establish a connection between this property and the lives of historically signifi cant persons. Therefore, the 

property is not recommended NRHP-eligible under Criterion B. This property has not yielded, and is not likely 

to yield, information important in prehistory or history and is not recommended NRHP-eligible under Criterion D.

The Kraft Farm is recommend eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criterion C.  

CONCLUSIONS

The APE encompasses 66 properties, 47 of which will be 50 years or older at the time of project letting. There are 

no properties within the APE currently listed in the NRHP. One property, the Kraft Farm/IHSSI #127-520-10031 

is recommended eligible for listing in the NRHP.

11 Indiana. Porter County. 1880 United States Census Population Schedule. July 18, 2017. FamilySearch.org.

12 Indiana. Porter County. 1900 United States Census Population Schedule, July 18, 2017. FamilySearch.org.

13 John Drury, This Is Porter County, (Chicago: Inland Photo Company, 1956), n.p.

Conclusions

Photo 5: Looking southeast from County Line Rd. towards the garage associated with the

Kraft Farm/IHSSI #127-520-10031
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402 West Washington Street, Room W274
Indianapolis, Indiana  46204-2739

Telephone Number: (317) 232-1646 
Fax Number: (317) 232-0693 

E-mail: dhpa@dnr.IN.gov

INDIANA ARCHAEOLOGICAL  
SHORT REPORT  
State Form 54566 (1-11)  

Where applicable, the use of this form is recommended but not required by the Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology.

Date (month, day, year): November 6, 2018

Author: Louis Bubb, MA & Emily Culver, MA

Project Title:

Archaeological Field Reconnaissance for the Reconstruction of County Line Road from US 6 to 

Cleveland Avenue in Hobart Township in Lake County, Indiana, and Union  Township in Porter 

County, Indiana (Des. No. 1382598)

PROJECT OVERVIEW

 Project Description:

The project would reconstruct and widen County Line Road between US 6 and Coral Drive 

from two lanes to three lanes and add a roundabout at the intersection of County Line Road 

and Coral Drive, which is currently a three-way intersection. 

A concrete curb and gutter would be installed throughout the project area. A 10-foot 

sidewalk meeting the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards and a 5-foot grass 

buffer would be installed on the west side of County Line Road. 

In addition, a storm water drainage pipe would be installed along the north side of Arbor 

Lane extending approximately 1,000 feet west of County Line Road.

INDOT Designation Number/ Contract Number: 1382598 Project Number:

DHPA Number: Approved DHPA Plan Number:

Prepared For:  Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc.

Contact Person: Elizabet Biggio

Address: 8450 Westfield Blvd., Suite 300

ZIP Code: 46240-8302State: INCity: Indianapolis

Telephone Number: (317) 713-4615 Email Address: EBiggio@bfsengr.com

Principal Investigator:  Louis Bubb, MA

Signature:

Company/Institution: 106 Consulting LLC

Address: 4425 Redmont Avenue

City: Deer Park ZIP Code: 45236State: OH

Telephone Number: (513) 620-6770 Email Address: louisbubb@gmail.com
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Actual Area Surveyed   hectares: 15.2 acres: 37.6

Phase Ia reconnaissance has located no archaeological resources in the project area.

Archaeological records check has determined that the project area does not have the potential to contain 

archaeological resources.

Phase Ia reconnaissance has identified landforms conducive to buried archaeological deposits.

Archaeological records check has determined that the project area has the potential to contain archaeological 

resources.

Comments:

Recommendation

The archaeological records check has determined that the project area has the potential to contain 

archaeological resources and a Phase Ia archaeological reconnaissance is recommended.

The archaeological records check has determined that the project area does not have the potential to contain 

archaeological resources and no further work is recommended before the project is allowed to proceed.

The Phase Ia archaeological reconnaissance has located no archaeological sites within the project area and it is 

recommended that the project be allowed to proceed as planned. 

The Phase Ia archaeological reconnaissance has determined that the project area includes landforms  which 

have the potential to contain buried archaeological deposits. It is recommended that Phase Ic archaeological 

subsurface reconnaissance be conducted before the project is allowed to proceed. 

The Phase Ia archaeological reconnaissance has determined that the project area is within 100 feet of a 

cemetery and a Cemetery Development Plan is required per IC-14-21-1-26.5.

Cemetery Name:

Other Recommendations/Commitments:

 Pursuant to IC-14-21-1, if any archaeological artifacts or human remains are uncovered during construction, 
demolition, or earthmoving activities, state law (Indiana Code 14-21-1-27 and 29) requires that the discovery 
must be reported to the Department of Natural Resources within two (2) business days.  In that event, please call 
(317) 232-1646.

Attachments

Figure showing project location within Indiana.

USGS topographic map showing the project area (1:24,000 scale).

Aerial photograph showing the project area, land use and survey methods.

Photographs of the project area.

Project plans (if available)

Other Attachments:

Attachment A: References Cited 

Attachment B: Project Mapping 

Attachment C: Field Photographs

References Cited: See Attachment A: References Cited

Comments:

Curation

Curation Facility for Project Documentation:
106 Consulting LLC &

Indiana Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology
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www.in.gov/dot/ 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 

100 North Senate Avenue 
Room N642 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

PHONE: (317) 234-5168 

 
Eric Holcomb, Governor 
Joe McGuinness,  Commissioner 
 

 

 

August 29, 2017 
 
 
This letter was sent to the listed parties. 
 
 RE:  County Line Road Reconstruction, Des No. 1382598  
 
 
Dear Consulting Party, 
 
The City of Hobart, with funding from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and administrative 
oversight from the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), proposes improvements to County Line 
Road between US 6 and approximately 2,000 feet south of Cleveland Avenue (Des No. 1382598). Butler, 
Fairman, & Seufert, Inc. is under contract to advance the environmental documentation for the referenced 
project. 
 
This letter is part of the early coordination phase of the environmental review process requesting comments 
associated with this project. We are requesting comments in your area of expertise regarding any possible 
environmental effects associated with this project. Please use the above DES Number and project description in 
your reply and your comments will be incorporated into the formal environmental study. 
 
The project is located on the border between Lake and Porter Counties, approximately 1.75 miles east of 
downtown Hobart. The project is in Sections 27, 28, 33, and 34, Township 36 North, Range 7 West on the 
USGS Portage, Indiana Quadrangle. The project area runs along the border between Hobart Township, Lake 
County and Portage Township, Porter County. 
 
The purpose of the project is to address traffic capacity along County Line Road in accordance with ongoing 
plans to improve important travel corridors designated in the City of Hobart’s Master Plan (2003). The need for 
the project derives from the increases in traffic predicted by the 20-year traffic horizon. County Line Road is a 
minor arterial with an average annual daily traffic count (AADT) of 9,087 vehicles (2016). Cleveland Avenue is 
a major collector with an AADT of 5,081 vehicles (2016). Hobart designated the intersection of County Line 
Road and Cleveland Avenue a priority “2” in their 2003 Thoroughfare Plan. 
 
The project would reconstruct and widen County Line Road between US 6 and Coral Drive from two lanes to 
three lanes. The lanes would consist of an 11-foot travel lane in each direction and a 14-foot two-way left turn 
lane. The road would taper back to two lanes south of Coral Drive. A concrete curb and gutter would be 
installed throughout the project area. A 10-foot sidewalk meeting the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
standards and a 5-foot grass buffer would be installed on the west side of County Line Road. A single lane 
roundabout would be constructed at the intersection of County Line Road and Cleveland Avenue/County Road 
700 N., to the southeast of the existing intersection. Pending further study, the roundabout may be designed to 
accommodate a future increase to multiple lanes. Lighting would be installed for the roundabout. Drainage 
would be routed to the existing storm sewer. 
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Improvements would be made to the Prairie Duneland Trail crossing of County Line Road, including a mid-
crossing refuge, new signage and pavement markings, and a flashing warning light or Rectangular Rapid Flash 
Beacons (RRFB). Additional work may include reconstruction of the water main, the construction of stub-lines 
to the sanitary sewer system, and reconstructing storm outlets. 

The project termini are the south side of the intersection between County Line Road and US 6 and 
approximately 2,000 feet south of the intersection of County Line Road and Cleveland Avenue/County Road 
700 N. The total project length would be approximately 1.8 mile. Approximately 12.5 acres of permanent right-
of-way (ROW) and 0.5 acre of temporary ROW acquisition is anticipated to accommodate the widened road. 
Land use in the project area is mixed residential, commercial, and agricultural. 

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act requires Federal agencies to take into account the effects 
of their undertakings on historic and archaeological properties. In accordance with 36 CFR 800.2 (c), you are 
hereby invited to be a consulting party and participate in the Section 106 process. Entities that have been invited 
to participate in the Section 106 consultation process for this project are identified in the attached list. Per 36 
CFR 800.3(f), we hereby request that the Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) notify this office if 
the SHPO staff is aware of any other parties that may be entitled to be consulting parties or should be contacted 
as potential consulting parties for the project. 

The Section 106 process involves efforts to identify historic properties potentially affected by the undertaking, 
assess its effects and seek ways to avoid, minimize or mitigate any adverse effects on historic properties. For 
more information regarding the protection of historic resources, please see the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation’s guide: Protecting Historic Properties: A Citizen’s Guide to Section 106 Review available online 
at http://www.achp.gov/citizensguide.pdf. 

The Area of Potential Effects (APE) is the area in which the proposed project may cause alterations in the 
character or use of historic resources. A historian who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional 
Qualification Standards prepared a historic property report, which identified and evaluated above-ground 
resources within the APE for potential eligibility for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).  As a 
result of the historic property identification and evaluation efforts, the Kraft Farm (IHSSI #217-520-10031) is 
recommended as eligible for listing in the NRHP. 

The Historic Property Report is available for review in IN SCOPE at 
http://erms.indot.in.gov/Section106Documents/; (the Des No. is the most efficient search term, once in IN 
SCOPE). You are invited to review these documents and respond with comments on any historic resource 
impacts incurred as a result of this project so that an environmental report can be completed. We also welcome 
your related opinions and other input to be considered in the preparation of the environmental document. If you 
prefer a hard copy of this material, please respond to this email with your request within seven (7) days. 

Please review the information and comment within thirty (30) calendar days of receipt. If you indicate that you 
do not desire to be a consulting party, or if you do not respond, you will not be included on the list of consulting 
parties for this project. If we do not receive your response in the time allotted, the project will proceed 
consistent with the proposed design and you will not receive further information about the project unless the 
design changes. 

For questions concerning specific project details, you may contact Elizabet Biggio of Butler, Fairman, & 
Seufert, Inc. at 317-713-4615 or ebiggio@bfsengr.com. All future responses regarding the proposed project 
should be forwarded to Butler, Fairman, & Seufert at the following address: 
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Elizabet Biggio 
Architectural Historian 
Butler, Fairman, & Seufert, Inc. 
8450 Westfield Boulevard, Suite 300 
Indianapolis, IN 46240 
ebiggio@bfsengr.com 

Tribal contacts may contact Shaun Miller at smiller@indot.in.gov or 317- 233-6795 or Michelle Allen at 
FHWA at michelle.allen@dot.gov or 317-226-7344. 

Sincerely, 

Anuradha V. Kumar, Manager 
Cultural Resources Office 
Environmental Services 

Enclosures: 
State Map 
Aerial Map 
Area of Potential Effects Map  

Distribution List:  

Chad Slider 
Assistant Director for Environmental Review  
Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources 
402 W. Washington St., Room W274 
Indianapolis, IN  46204-2739 

Brad Miller, Director 
Indiana Landmarks 
Northwest Field Office 
541 South Lake Street 
Gary, IN 46403 

Bruce L. Woods 
Lake County Historian 
President, Lake County Historical Society and 
Museum 
Courthouse Square Suite 205 
Crown Point, IN 46307 

Jim Basala 
Chief Operating Officer 
Lake County Parks and Recreation Department 
8411 East Lincoln Highway 
Crown Point, IN 46307 

Rita McBride, President  
Hobart Historical Society 
P.O. Box 24 
Hobart, IN 46342-0024 

Tom Ehrhardt, Chair 
Hobart Historic Preservation Commission 
c/o City of Hobart 
414 Main St. 
Hobart, IN 46342 
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Ty Warner, Executive Director  
Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning 
Commission 
6100 Southport Road  
Portage, IN  46368-6409 

Porter County Historian 
Kevin Matthew Pazour 
153 S. Franklin Street 
Valparaiso, IN 46383 

Historic Preservation of Porter County, Inc. 
Jeff Jacobs, President 
236 Haas Street 
Valparaiso, IN 46383 

Porter County Museum  
Kevin M. Pazour, Executive Director 
153 Franklin St. 
Valparaiso, IN 46383-5631 

Indiana Lincoln Highway Association, Inc. 
Jeff Blair, President 
402 W. Washington Street 
South Bend, IN 46601 

Kankakee Valley Historical Society 
John Hodson, President 
22 West 1050 S. 
Kouts, IN 46347 

Northwest Indiana Genealogical Society 
Sally Phillips, President 
PO Box 595 
Griffith, IN 46319 

Lake County Commissioners 
Building 'A', 3rd Floor 
2293 N. Main Street 
Crown Point, IN 46307 

Porter County Board of Commissioners 
155 Indiana Ave. 
Suite 205 
Valparaiso, IN 46383 

Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 

Miami Tribe of Oklahoma 

Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma 

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians 

Forest County Potawatomi Community 
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Elizabet Biggio

From: Ross, Anthony <ARoss3@indot.IN.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 2:28 PM
To: Elizabet Biggio
Cc: Kennedy, Mary; Kumar, Anuradha; pgralik@cityofhobart.org
Subject: RE: Des 1382598 - County Line Rd - Historic Property Report

Elizabet, 
 
Thank you for submittal of the revised documents. We have reviewed them and have no additional comments. You may 
now upload them to IN‐SCOPE. Once they are released, you can email the ECL to consulting parties (except tribes) and 
send a hard copy to SHPO. Once you do that, I’ll send the ECL to tribes. 
 
Let me know if you have any questions. 
 
Best, 
Anthony 
 
Anthony Ross, Ph.D. 
Historian 
Cultural Resources Office 
Environmental Services 
100 N. Senate Ave., Room N642 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
Office: (317) 234‐0142 
Email: aross3@indot.in.gov 

 

 
 

From: Elizabet Biggio [mailto:EBiggio@bfsengr.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 15, 2017 3:47 PM 
To: Ross, Anthony <ARoss3@indot.IN.gov> 
Cc: Kennedy, Mary <MKENNEDY@indot.IN.gov>; Kumar, Anuradha <akumar@indot.IN.gov> 
Subject: RE: Des 1382598 ‐ County Line Rd ‐ Historic Property Report 
 

**** This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links from 
unknown senders or unexpected email. ****  

Anthony, 
 
Please find the link below to the revised documents: 
 
https://bfsengr.sharefile.com/d‐s29f4e5509a04ce79 
 
In regard to the barn, the most recent field visit was conducted by a colleague of mine who has subsequently resigned. 
The rear wing is not visible from the photos, and I would conclude it still damaged. I was there around 2.5 years ago and 
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Elizabet Biggio

From: Elizabet Biggio
Sent: Wednesday, August 30, 2017 8:22 AM
To: 'Brad Miller'; 'bwoods_mhs@yahoo.com'; 'kevin@pocomuse.com'; 

'info@pocomuse.org'; 'cityplanner@cityofhobart.org'; 'nirpc@nirpc.org'; 
'256haas@designorg.com'; 'lincolnhighwayassoc.office@yahoo.com'; 
'jophod@jorsm.com'; 'president@nwigs.org'

Cc: Ross, Anthony; 'Kennedy, Mary'; Anuradha Kumar; Miller, Shaun (INDOT)
Subject: FHWA Project: Des. No. 1382598; County Line Road; Lake and Porter Counties
Attachments: CountyLineRd_Des1382598_ECL_2017-08-29.pdf

Categories: Filed by Newforma

Des. No.: 1382598  
Project Description: County Line Road Project 
Location: Hobart Township, Lake County, and Portage Township, Porter County   

The City of Hobart, with funding from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and administrative oversight from 
the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), proposes to proceed with improvements to County Line Road 
between US 6 and Cleveland Avenue/County Road 700 N. (Des No. 1382598).  

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act requires Federal agencies to take into account the effects of their 
undertakings on historic properties.  The following agencies/individuals are being invited to become consulting parties:  

    Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer 
Indiana Landmarks Northwest Field Office 
Lake County Historian 
Porter County Historian 
Lake County Historical Society and Museum 
Porter County Museum 
Lake County Parks and Recreation Department 
Hobart Historic Preservation Commission 
Historic Preservation of Porter County, Inc. 
Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Commission 
Indiana Lincoln Highway Association, Inc. 
Kankakee Valley Historical Society 
Northwest Indiana Genealogical Society 
Lake County Commissioners 
Porter County Board of Commissioners 
Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 
Miami Tribe of Oklahoma 
Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma 
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians 
Forest County Potawatomi Community 

This letter is part of the early coordination phase of the environmental review process requesting comments associated 
with this project. We are requesting comments from your area of expertise regarding any possible environmental effects 
associated with this project. Please use the above DES Number and project description in your reply and your comments 
will be incorporated into the formal environmental study. 
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Please  review  the  Historic  Property  Report  (HPR)  located  in  IN‐SCOPE  at 
http://erms.indot.in.gov/Section106Documents/ (the Des No. is the most efficient search term, once in IN‐SCOPE), and 
respond  with  your  comments  on  any  historic  resource  impacts  incurred  as  a  result  of  this  project  so  that  an 
environmental report can be completed.  We also welcome your related opinions and other  input to be considered  in
the preparation of the environmental document.  If a hard copy of the materials is needed, please respond to this email
with your request within seven (7) days.  

Consulting parties have thirty (30 days) from receipt of this information to review and provide comment.  If we do not 
receive a response from an invited consulting party in the time allotted, the project will proceed consistent with the 
proposed design.  Therefore, if we do not receive a response within thirty (30) days, your agency or organization will 
not receive any further information on the project unless the scope of work changes.   

Tribal contacts may contact Shaun Miller at smiller@indot.in.gov or 317‐ 233‐6795 or Michelle Allen at FHWA at 
michelle.allen@dot.gov or 317‐226‐7344. 
Thank you in advance for your input, 

Elizabet Biggio  
Architectural Historian I

Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc. 
8450 Westfield Blvd., Suite 300 | Indianapolis, IN 46240-8302 
p (317) 713-4615 | f (317) 713-4616 
EBiggio@bfsengr.com| www.BFSEngr.com 

******************************************************************************************** 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This Email and any attachments are confidential 
and may be protected by legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient, 
be aware that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of this Email or any 
attachment is prohibited. If you have received this Email in error, please notify 
us immediately by returning it to the sender and delete this copy from your 
system. Thank you. Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc. 
********************************************************************************************
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Elizabet Biggio

From: Ross, Anthony <ARoss3@indot.IN.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, August 30, 2017 8:30 AM
To: dhunter@miamination.com; kglass@estoo.net; lpappenfort@peoriatribe.com; 

Jason.wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov; Michael LaRonge
Cc: Elizabet Biggio; Kumar, Anuradha; Kennedy, Mary; Miller, Shaun (INDOT); 

michelle.allen@dot.gov; pgralik@cityofhobart.org
Subject: FHWA Project: Des. No. 1382598; County Line Road; Lake and Porter Counties, Indiana
Attachments: CountyLineRd_Des1382598_ECL_2017-08-29.pdf

Des. No.: 1382598  
Project Description: County Line Road Project 
Location: Hobart Township, Lake County, and Portage Township, Porter County   

The City of Hobart, with funding from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and administrative oversight from 
the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), proposes to proceed with improvements to County Line Road 
between US 6 and Cleveland Avenue/County Road 700 N. (Des No. 1382598).  

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act requires Federal agencies to take into account the effects of their 
undertakings on historic properties.  The following agencies/individuals are being invited to become consulting parties:  

    Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer 
Indiana Landmarks Northwest Field Office 
Lake County Historian 
Porter County Historian 
Lake County Historical Society and Museum 
Porter County Museum 
Lake County Parks and Recreation Department 
Hobart Historic Preservation Commission 
Historic Preservation of Porter County, Inc. 
Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Commission 
Indiana Lincoln Highway Association, Inc. 
Kankakee Valley Historical Society 
Northwest Indiana Genealogical Society 
Lake County Commissioners 
Porter County Board of Commissioners 
Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 
Miami Tribe of Oklahoma 
Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma 
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians 
Forest County Potawatomi Community 

This letter is part of the early coordination phase of the environmental review process requesting comments associated 
with this project. We are requesting comments from your area of expertise regarding any possible environmental effects 
associated with this project. Please use the above DES Number and project description in your reply and your comments 
will be incorporated into the formal environmental study. 

Please  review  the  Historic  Property  Report  (HPR)  located  in  IN‐SCOPE  at 
http://erms.indot.in.gov/Section106Documents/ (the Des No. is the most efficient search term, once in IN‐SCOPE), and 
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respond  with  your  comments  on  any  historic  resource  impacts  incurred  as  a  result  of  this  project  so  that  an 
environmental report can be completed.  We also welcome your related opinions and other  input to be considered  in
the preparation of the environmental document.  If a hard copy of the materials is needed, please respond to this email
with your request within seven (7) days.  

Consulting parties have thirty (30 days) from receipt of this information to review and provide comment.  If we do not 
receive a response from an invited consulting party in the time allotted, the project will proceed consistent with the 
proposed design.  Therefore, if we do not receive a response within thirty (30) days, your agency or organization will 
not receive any further information on the project unless the scope of work changes.   

Tribal contacts may contact Shaun Miller at smiller@indot.in.gov or 317‐ 233‐6795 or Michelle Allen at FHWA at 
michelle.allen@dot.gov or 317‐226‐7344. 
Thank you in advance for your input, 

Anthony Ross, Ph.D. 
Historian 
Cultural Resources Office 
Environmental Services 
100 N. Senate Ave., Room N642 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
Office: (317) 234‐0142 
Email: aross3@indot.in.gov 
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Miami Tribe of Oklahoma 
3410 P St. NW, Miami, OK 74354 ● P.O. Box 1326, Miami, OK 74355 

Ph: (918) 541-1300 ● Fax: (918) 542-7260 
www.miamination.com 

September 12, 2017 

Shaun Miller  
Archaeological Team Lead  
Cultural Resources Office  
Indiana DOT  
575 North Pennsylvania Street  
Indianapolis, IN 46204 

Re: Des. No. 1382598; County Line Road; Lake and Porter Counties, Indiana – Comments of the 
Miami Tribe of Oklahoma 

Dear Mr. Miller: 

Aya, kikwehsitoole – I show you respect.  My name is Diane Hunter, and I am the Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officer for the Federally Recognized Miami Tribe of Oklahoma.  In this 
capacity, I am the Miami Tribe’s point of contact for all Section 106 issues. 

The Miami Tribe offers no objection to the above-mentioned project at this time, as we are not 
currently aware of existing documentation directly linking a specific Miami cultural or historic 
site to the project site.  However, as this site is within the aboriginal homelands of the Miami 
Tribe, if any human remains or Native American cultural items falling under the Native 
American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) or archaeological evidence is 
discovered during any phase of this project, the Miami Tribe requests immediate consultation 
with the entity of jurisdiction for the location of discovery. In such a case, please contact me at 
918-541-8966 or by email at dhunter@miamination.com to initiate consultation.

The Miami Tribe accepts the invitation to serve as a consulting party to the proposed project. In 
my capacity as Tribal Historic Preservation Officer I am the point of contact for consultation. 

Respectfully, 

Diane Hunter 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Miami Tribe of Oklahoma 
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Elizabet Biggio

From: Miller, Shaun (INDOT) <smiller@indot.IN.gov>
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2018 1:44 PM
To: Elizabet Biggio; Ross, Anthony
Cc: louis bubb
Subject: RE: Des 1382598 - County Line Rd - Additional Information and Archaeology

Hi Elizabet, 

Thank you for submitting the revised archaeological report, which has been reviewed by INDOT Cultural Resources 
personnel who meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards as per 36 CFR Part 61. It is our 
opinion that the report is acceptable, and we concur with recommendations made by Bubb and Culver (November 6, 
2018). Once the Additional Information Packet is ready, please submit it and one hard copy of the report to SHPO for 
review and also post a copy of the report to IN SCOPE for tribal review. In addition, we ask that a copy of the DHPA 
review request be sent to INDOT CRO care of Shaun Miller at smiller@indot.in.gov during the time of submission. If 
there are any questions or concerns regarding this matter, please don’t hesitate to ask. 

Anthony,   

I looked at the Additional Information Packet and made one minor edit.  Once you approve, it and the ASR can be sent 
to SHPO for concurrent review. 

CountyLineRd_Des1382598_AdditionalInformationPacket_2018‐11‐02_INDOTcomments.pdf 

Thank you, 

Shaun Miller 
Archaeological Team Lead 
INDOT, Cultural Resources Office 
smiller@indot.in.gov 
(317) 233‐6795
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www.in.gov/dot/ 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 

100 North Senate Avenue 
Room N642 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

PHONE: (317) 234-5168 Eric Holcomb, Governor 
Joe McGuinness,  Commissioner 

November 22, 2019 

This letter was sent to the listed parties. 

RE: County Line Road Reconstruction, Des No. 1382598/DHPA #21556 

Dear Consulting Party, 

The City of Hobart (Lake County), with funding from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and 

administrative oversight from the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), proposes to proceed with 

improvements to County Line Road between US 6 and Cleveland Avenue (County Road 700 North; Des No. 

1382598). This letter is part of the early coordination phase of the environmental review process requesting 

comments associated with this project. Please use the above Des. Number and project description in your reply 

and your comments will be incorporated into the formal environmental study. The Section 106 Early 

Coordination Letter for this project was originally distributed on August 30, 2017.  

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act requires federal agencies to take into account the effects 

of their undertakings on historic and archaeological properties. The Miami Tribe of Oklahoma accepted 

consulting party status on September 12, 2017 and the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) accepted 

consulting party status on September 25, 2017. 

Please note significant changes have been made to the project scope. The project area has been somewhat 

reduced on the south end, but an extension of the original Area of Potential Effect (APE) is necessary for a 

storm water drainage pipe along the north side of Arbor Lane extending approximately 1,000 feet west of 

County Line Road and 350 feet north of Arbor Lane (see attached map and photos). The expansion of the APE 

added additional resources which are part of the c. 1995-2003 subdivision to the south of Arbor Lane. This 

property (Property 24) was included as non-contributing in the Historic Property Report. 

The need for the project comes from poor pavement and drainage conditions along County Line Road between 

US 6 and Cleveland Avenue (County Road 700 North). The existing pavement had an average Pavement 

Surface Evaluation and Rating (PASER) of 2 (out of 10) as of 2013, and is estimated to have a current rating of 

approximately 4 (out of 10). County Line Road exhibits transverse cracking and rutting, as well as longitudinal 

cracking showing through a preventative maintenance overlay treatment applied in 2014. According to the 2015 

Stormwater Assessment, the current drainage system is hindered by undersized and clogged ditches and 

corrugated metal pipes which cause standing water and backyard flooding in adjacent residential properties. In 

addition, the City of Hobart’s Corridor Assessment: County Line Road Traffic Assessment (TA) dated June 19, 

2015, projected traffic counts on this segment of County Line Road to be approximately 9,885 vehicles per day 

for 2040. The purpose of the project is to improve the pavement conditions on County Line Road between US 6 

and Cleveland Avenue (CR 700 North) to a PASER rating of at least 8 (out of 10) and to increase stormwater 
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drainage in order to eliminate flooding and standing water. Other desirable outcomes include preparing County 

Line Road for future traffic projections.  

The proposed undertaking is on County Line Road between US 6 (Ridge Road) and approximately 0.13 mile 

south of Cleveland Avenue (County Road W. 700 North). The project is located in Sections 27, 28, 33, and 34, 

Township 36 North, Range 7 West on the USGS Portage, Indiana Quadrangle. The project area runs along the 

border between the City of Hobart, Hobart Township, Lake County and Portage Township, Porter County. 

The proposed project consists of pavement reconstruction and widening, as well as drainage improvements. 

County Line Road from Cleveland Avenue to US 6 would consist of an 11 foot travel lane in each direction 

with a 14 foot two-way-left turn lane to help manage the volume of traffic. A 2-foot, 7-inch concrete curb and 

gutter would be installed. Street lighting would be added along the corridor.  

There is an existing sidewalk on the west side of County Line Road between Cleveland Avenue and 

approximately 175 feet north of Coral Drive. The sidewalk would be replaced and extended along the west side 

of County Line Road through the project area. The new concrete sidewalk would be 6 feet wide between 

Cleveland Avenue and approximately 165 feet south of Coral Drive and 8-10 feet wide between approximately 

165 feet south of Coral Drive and US 6. The sidewalk and curb ramps would be Americans with Disabilities 

Act (ADA)-compliant. Improvements would be made to the Oak Savannah/Prairie Duneland Trail crossing of 

County Line Road, approximately 0.23 mile south of US 6, including a mid-crossing refuge, new signage and 

pavement markings, with consideration of a flashing warning light or Rectangular Rapid Flash Beacon (RRFB). 

Two existing modern culverts under County Line Road would be replaced. A storm water drainage pipe and 

outlet would be installed along the north side of Arbor Lane extending approximately 1,000 feet west of County 

Line Road and 350 feet north of Arbor Lane. A storm sewer system with a 30-36 inch trunkline would be added 

underneath County Line Road and inlets and manholes would be installed.  

The total project length is approximately 1.227 mile, consisting of approximately 1.08 mile of road work and 

0.19 mile of storm water drainage pipe work. Approximately 8.18 acres of permanent and 1.43 acres of 

temporary right-of-way (ROW) acquisition is anticipated. No permanent or temporary ROW would be acquired 

from the Kraft Farm (IHSSI #127-520-10031). Permanent ROW would consist largely of mowed grass, with 

some concrete sidewalk, adjacent to the current roadway. It is possible some anticipated permanent ROW may 

be converted to a utility easement. Temporary ROW would be required for grading and the reconstruction of 

private driveways. Closure of County Line Road for up to 90-120 days with the institution of a detour may be 

necessary for construction.  

In regard to archaeology, field investigations were conducted by Section 106 Consulting, LLC on March 19-20, 

2018 and October 20, 2018. The resulting Archaeological Short Report stated no archaeological resources were 

found in the project area and recommended the project be allowed to continue as planned. No further work is 

recommended. The SHPO concurred with the opinion of the archaeologist on October 17, 2019. 

The Historic Property Report (HPR) found the APE contains NRHP-eligible property, the Kraft Farm (IHSSI 

#127-520-10031). The Kraft Farm is eligible under Criterion C for Architecture. The SHPO concurred with the 

results of the HPR on September 25, 2017. The Miami Tribe of Oklahoma responded on September 12, 2017 

and offered no objection to the project. The owner of the NRHP-eligible Kraft Farm was sent a consulting party 

invitation on April 12, 2018. No response was received from the property owner. 

According to 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(1), an adverse effect is found in the Section 106 process “when an undertaking 

may alter, directly or indirectly, any of the characteristics of a historic property that qualify the property for 
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inclusion in the National Register in a manner that would diminish the integrity of the property's location, 

design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, or association. Adverse effects may include reasonably 

foreseeable effects caused by the undertaking that may occur later in time, be farther removed in distance or be 

cumulative.” Per 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(2), examples of adverse effect include but are not limited to: 

(i) Physical destruction of or damage to all or part of a property;

(ii) Alteration of a property, including restoration, rehabilitation, repair, maintenance, stabilization,

hazardous material remediation, and provision of handicapped access not consistent with the 

Secretary’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties (36 CFR part 68) and 

applicable guidelines; 

(iii)Removal of the property from its historic location;

(iv) Change of the character of the property’s use or physical features within the property’s setting

that contribute to its historic significance; 

(v) Introduction of visual, atmospheric, or audible elements that diminish the integrity of the

property’s significant historic features; 

(vi) Neglect of a property which causes its deterioration, except where such neglect and deterioration

are recognized qualities of a property of religious and cultural significance to an Indian tribe 

or Native Hawaiian organization; and 

(vii) Transfer, lease, or sale of a property out of Federal ownership or control without adequate

and legally enforceable restrictions or conditions to ensure long-term preservation of the

property’s historic significance.

The project would widen County Line Road from approximately 22 feet wide to 36 feet wide, as well as add a 

concrete curb and gutter with stormwater inlets in front of the Kraft Farm. Street lights would be installed on the 

opposite (west) side of the street. The lights would have a maximum illuminance of approximately 0.1 foot-

candle at the Kraft house and 1.0 foot-candle at the property line (see attachment). The sidewalk on the west 

side of the street would also be widened from 3.5 to 6 feet and the tree lawn eliminated. 

No physical changes to the Kraft Farm would be made. No trees would be removed. No permanent or 

temporary ROW would be acquired. Mid-twentieth century development has previously altered the once 

agricultural character of the area, particularly with the residential development to the west and the 

commercialization of the agricultural operation to the south. There is also presently ambient light affecting the 

farm’s setting, emanating from the large mid-twentieth century subdivision on the west side of County Line 

Road. The Kraft Farm is surrounded by a line of trees, giving the property partial insularity from its 

surroundings. The property is eligible for the NRHP under criterion C for architecture, and none of the project 

activities would interfere with the house’s ability to convey its architectural significance. Given the scope of 

work and the site design of the property, this project would have no adverse effect on the Kraft Farm (IHSSI 

#127-520-10031).  

Please review the documentation located in IN SCOPE at http://erms.indot.in.gov/Section106Documents/ (the 

Des. No. is the most efficient search term, once in IN SCOPE), and respond with any comments that you may 

have. If a hard copy of the materials is needed, please respond with your request within seven (7) days. Please 

review the information and comment within thirty (30) calendar days of receipt. If we do not receive your 

response in the time allotted, the project will proceed consistent with the proposed design. 

All future responses regarding the proposed project should be forwarded to BF&S at the following address: 
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Elizabet Biggio 

Architectural Historian II 

Butler, Fairman, & Seufert, Inc. 

8450 Westfield Boulevard, Suite 300 

Indianapolis, IN 46240 

ebiggio@bfsengr.com 

Tribal contacts may contact Shaun Miller at smiller@indot.in.gov or 317-233-6795 or Michelle Allen at FHWA 

at michelle.allen@dot.gov or 317-226-7344. 

Sincerely, 

Anuradha V. Kumar, Manager 

Cultural Resources Office 

Environmental Services 

Enclosures (INSCOPE): 

APE Map 

Additional APE Photos 

Lighting plan 

Preliminary Project Plans 

Distribution List:   

Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer 

Miami Tribe of Oklahoma  
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County Line Road Reconstruction

Des. No. 1382598January 20 and June 1, 2017

Looking west along Arbor Lane from County Line Road.

Looking west at the Arbor Lane Subdivision from County Line Road.
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January 20 and June 1, 2017 Des. No. 1382598

County Line Road Reconstruction

Looking southwest at the Arbor Lane Subdivision from south of Arbor Lane (Calumet Park 
Funeral Chapel parking lot).

Looking west along Arbor Lane from County Line Road.

D35



App. ⅊
App. ⅊

App. ⅊App. Section Line
App. Section Line

App. Section LineApp. Section Line

App. Ex. R/W

App. Ex. R/W

App. Ex. R/W

1.0

1.
0

1.
0

1.0

1.0

1.0
1.01.0

1.0

1.0
1.0

1.0

1.0
1.0 1.0

1.0

1.
0

1.
0

1.0

1.0
1.01.0

1.0

1.0

1.0
1.0

1.0

1.0
1.0 1.0

1.0
1.0

1.0

1.0

1.0
1.0

1.0

1.0
1.0

1.0

1.
0

1.
0

1.0

1.0

1.0
1.0

1.0

1.0

1.0
1.0

1.0

1.0
1.0 1.0

0.50.5
0.50.5

0.5
0.5

0.5
0.5

0.5

0.5
0.5

0.5 0.50.5
0.5

0.5

0.
5

0.
5

0.
5

0.
5

0.
5

0.50.50.50.5
0.50.5

0.5
0.5

0.5
0.5

0.5

0.5
0.5

0.5 0.5
0.5

0.5

0.
5

0.
5

0.
5

0.
5

0.
5

0.50.5
0.5

0.50.5
0.5

0.5

0.5
0.5

0.5
0.5

0.5

0.5
0.5 0.5 0.5

0.5
0.5

0.
5

0.
5

0.
5

0.
5

0.
5

0.
5

0.5
0.50.50.5

0.50.5

0.5
0.5

0.5
0.5

0.5 0.5
0.2

5

0.
25

0.
25

0.
25

0.
25

0.
25

0.
25

0.
25

0.
25

0.25

0.25
0.25

0.25

0.25
0.25

0.25

0.25

0.25
0.25 0.25 0.25 0.25

0.25

0.2
5

0.
25

0.2
5

0.2
5

0.
25

0.
25

0.
25

0.
25

0.250.250.250.25

0.25

0.25
0.25

0.25
0.25

0.25

0.25

0.25

0.25
0.25 0.25 0.25 0.25

0.25 0.25

0.2
5

0.2
5

0.
25

0.
25

0.
25

0.
25

0.
25

0.
25

0.25
0.250.25

0.25
0.25 0.25 0.25 0.25 0.25 0.25

0.25

0.25

0.25
0.25

0.25

0.25

0.25

0.25

0.25

0.25 0.25 0.25 0.25

0.1
0.10.1

0.1
0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1

0.1
0.1 0.1

0.1
0.1

0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1
0.1

0.1 0.1 0.1
0.1

0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1
0.1

0.1 0.1 0.1
0.1

0.1
0.1 0.1 0.1

CHECKED:

DESIGN ENGINEER

CHECKED:

DESIGNED:

FOR APPROVAL:

DRAWN:

RECOMMENDED

DATE

CONTRACT

VERTICAL SCALE

SURVEY BOOK

PROJECT

SHEET

DESIGNATION

OF

HORIZONTAL SCALE BRIDGE FILE

BF
S 

N
O

.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
INDIANA

####

######

#####

####
####
####
####

####
####
####

######

######

##

#

#

#

# #####

#

#
#

#
########

0.XX

0.XX
0.XX0.XX

0.XX

0.XX

= Illuminance Contour (fc) = Lighting, Luminaire, 40' EMH

LEGEND

D36

AutoCAD SHX Text
\\bfsnt241\Jobs4\5707\ProjDevelopment\Design\Drawings\Exhibits\Kraft Farm Display - 2019.10.22 Update.dwg   Troy D. Williard Plot:10/22/2019 10:51 AM  Save:10/22/2019 10:51 AM   Troy D. Williard Plot:10/22/2019 10:51 AM  Save:10/22/2019 10:51 AMTroy D. Williard Plot:10/22/2019 10:51 AM  Save:10/22/2019 10:51 AM Plot:10/22/2019 10:51 AM  Save:10/22/2019 10:51 AM10/22/2019 10:51 AM  Save:10/22/2019 10:51 AM  Save:10/22/2019 10:51 AM10/22/2019 10:51 AM

ebiggio
Line

ebiggio
Text Box
Approx. National Register Boundary

ebiggio
Text Box
Kraft Farm

ebiggio
Polygonal Line



Elizabet Biggio

From: Elizabet Biggio
Sent: Friday, November 22, 2019 9:20 AM
To: 'Carr, John'; 'McCord, Beth K'
Cc: Ross, Anthony
Subject: FHWA Project: Des. No. 1382598; County Line Road; Lake and Porter Counties

Categories: Filed by Newforma

Des. No.: 1382598  
Project Description: County Line Road Project 
Location: Hobart Township, Lake County, and Portage Township, Porter County   

The City of Hobart, with funding from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and administrative oversight from 
the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), proposes to proceed with improvements to County Line Road (Des 
No. 1382598). The Section 106 Early Coordination Letter for this project was originally distributed on August 30, 2017. 

As part of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, an Effects Letter has been prepared and is ready for 
review and comment by consulting parties.  

Please review this documentation located in IN SCOPE at http://erms.indot.in.gov/Section106Documents/ (the Des. No. 
is the most efficient search term, once in IN SCOPE), and respond with any comments that you may have. If a hard copy 
of the materials is needed, please respond to this email with your request within seven (7) days. 

Consulting parties have thirty (30) calendar days from receipt of this information to review and provide comment.  Tribal 
contacts may contact Shaun Miller at smiller@indot.in.gov or 317‐233‐6795 or Michelle Allen at FHWA at 
michelle.allen@dot.gov or 317‐226‐7344. 

Thank you in advance for your input, 

Elizabet Biggio  
Architectural Historian II

Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc. 
8450 Westfield Blvd., Suite 300 | Indianapolis, IN 46240-8302 
p (317) 713-4615 | f (317) 713-4616 
EBiggio@bfsengr.com| www.BFSEngr.com 

******************************************************************************************** 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This Email and any attachments are confidential 
and may be protected by legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient, 
be aware that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of this Email or any 
attachment is prohibited. If you have received this Email in error, please notify 
us immediately by returning it to the sender and delete this copy from your 
system. Thank you. Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc. 
********************************************************************************************
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Elizabet Biggio

From: Ross, Anthony <ARoss3@indot.IN.gov>
Sent: Friday, November 22, 2019 3:29 PM
To: 'dhunter@miamination.com'
Cc: Miller, Shaun (INDOT); Allen, Michelle (FHWA); Elizabet Biggio; Spiess, Jessica J; 

Branigin, Susan; Kumar, Anuradha
Subject: FHWA Project: Des. No. 1382598; County Line Road; Lake and Porter Counties

Des. No.: 1382598  
Project Description: County Line Road Project 
Location: Hobart Township, Lake County, and Portage Township, Porter County   

The City of Hobart, with funding from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and administrative oversight from 
the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), proposes to proceed with improvements to County Line Road (Des 
No. 1382598). The Section 106 Early Coordination Letter for this project was originally distributed on August 30, 2017. 

As part of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, an Effects Letter has been prepared and is ready for 
review and comment by consulting parties.  

Please review this documentation located in IN SCOPE at http://erms.indot.in.gov/Section106Documents/ (the Des. No. 
is the most efficient search term, once in IN SCOPE), and respond with any comments that you may have. If a hard copy 
of the materials is needed, please respond to this email with your request within seven (7) days. 

Consulting parties have thirty (30) calendar days from receipt of this information to review and provide comment.  Tribal 
contacts may contact Shaun Miller at smiller@indot.in.gov or 317‐233‐6795 or Michelle Allen at FHWA at 
michelle.allen@dot.gov or 317‐226‐7344. 

Thank you in advance for your input, 

Anthony Ross, Ph.D. 
LPA Program Administrator 
Cultural Resources Office 
Environmental Services 
100 N. Senate Ave., Room N642‐ES 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
Office: (317) 234‐0142 
Email: aross3@indot.in.gov 

** Historic Property Report (HPR) guidelines can be found here 
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Elizabet Biggio

From: Ross, Anthony <ARoss3@indot.IN.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, February 18, 2020 3:02 PM
To: Elizabet Biggio
Cc: Kumar, Anuradha; Branigin, Susan; Andrea Langille; Spiess, Jessica J; pgralik@cityofhobart.org
Subject: RE: File Transfer: Des 1382598 - County Line Rd LPA project - 800.11(e) Finding - COUNTY LINE 

ROAD CORRIDOR ASSESSMENT
Attachments: Pages from CountyLineRd_Des1382598_800.11doc_2020-02-18signed.pdf

Elizabet, 

Thank you for the submittal of the revised document. We have no further comments. The signed finding is attached. The 
800.11 documentation has been removed in order to reduce file size for email.  

You may now upload the document to IN SCOPE. Once it is released you may send a hardcopy to SHPO and email the 
non‐tribal consulting parties. When we receive that email, we will notify the tribal consulting parties. 

Don’t hesitate to let us know if you have any questions. 

Best, 
Anthony 

Anthony Ross, Ph.D. 
LPA Program Administrator 
Cultural Resources Office 
Environmental Services 
100 N. Senate Ave., Room N642‐ES 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
Office: (317) 234‐0142 
Email: aross3@indot.in.gov 

From: Elizabet Biggio [mailto:EBiggio@bfsengr.com]  
Sent: Friday, February 14, 2020 7:52 AM 
To: Ross, Anthony <ARoss3@indot.IN.gov> 
Cc: Kumar, Anuradha <akumar@indot.IN.gov>; Branigin, Susan <SBranigin@indot.IN.gov>; Andrea Langille 
<ALangille@bfsengr.com>; Spiess, Jessica J <JSpiess@indot.IN.gov>; pgralik@cityofhobart.org 
Subject: RE: File Transfer: Des 1382598 ‐ County Line Rd LPA project ‐ 800.11(e) Finding ‐ COUNTY LINE ROAD CORRIDOR 
ASSESSMENT 

**** This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links from 
unknown senders or unexpected email. ****  

Anthony, 

Thank you. A link to the revised finding is below. 

D41



1

Elizabet Biggio

From: Elizabet Biggio
Sent: Tuesday, February 18, 2020 4:02 PM
To: 'Carr, John'; Slider, Chad (DNR); 'McCord, Beth K'
Cc: Ross, Anthony; Branigin, Susan; Anuradha Kumar; Andrea Langille; Jessica Spiess
Subject: FHWA Project: Des. No. 1382598; County Line Road; Lake and Porter Counties

Des. No.: 1382598  
Project Description: County Line Road Project 
Location: Hobart Township, Lake County, and Portage Township, Porter County   

The City of Hobart, with funding from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and administrative oversight from 
the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), proposes to proceed with improvements to County Line Road (Des 
No. 1382598). The Section 106 Early Coordination Letter for this project was originally distributed on August 30, 2017. 

INDOT, on  behalf of  FHWA, has  signed  a determination of  “No Adverse  Effect”  for  this  Section  106 undertaking.  In
accordance with 36 CFR 800.4(d), you and the other consulting parties that responded to the early coordination letter are
being provided the documentation for this finding.  In addition, some consulting parties were omitted from the notification
for the completion of the archaeological short report (ASR). You can view the determination of “No Adverse Effect” and
the  ASR  (Tribes  only)  electronically  by  accessing  INDOT’s  Section  106  document  posting  website  IN  SCOPE  at
http://erms.indot.in.gov/Section106Documents/ (the Des. No. is the most efficient search term, once in IN SCOPE). If a 
hard copy of the materials is needed, please respond to this email with your request within seven (7) days. 

Consulting parties have thirty (30) calendar days from receipt of this information to review and provide comment.  Tribal 
contacts may contact Shaun Miller at smiller@indot.in.gov or 317‐233‐6795 or Michelle Allen at FHWA at 
michelle.allen@dot.gov or 317‐226‐7344. 

Thank you in advance for your input, 

Elizabet Biggio  
Architectural Historian 

Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc. 
8450 Westfield Blvd., Suite 300 | Indianapolis, IN 46240-8302 |  
p 317-713-4615 | f 317-713-4616 
EBiggio@bfsengr.com | www.BFSEngr.com 

******************************************************************************************** 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This Email and any attachments are confidential 
and may be protected by legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient, 
be aware that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of this Email or any 
attachment is prohibited. If you have received this Email in error, please notify 
us immediately by returning it to the sender and delete this copy from your 
system. Thank you. Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc. 
******************************************************************************************** 
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Elizabet Biggio

From: Ross, Anthony <ARoss3@indot.IN.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, February 19, 2020 7:36 AM
To: 'dhunter@miamination.com'
Cc: Miller, Shaun (INDOT); Allen, Michelle (FHWA); Branigin, Susan; Elizabet Biggio
Subject: FHWA Project: Des. No. 1382598; County Line Road; Lake and Porter Counties

Des. No.: 1382598  
Project Description: County Line Road Project 
Location: Hobart Township, Lake County, and Portage Township, Porter County   

The City of Hobart, with funding from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and administrative oversight from 
the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), proposes to proceed with improvements to County Line Road (Des 
No. 1382598). The Section 106 Early Coordination Letter for this project was originally distributed on August 30, 2017. 

INDOT, on  behalf of  FHWA, has  signed  a determination of  “No Adverse  Effect”  for  this  Section  106 undertaking.  In
accordance with 36 CFR 800.4(d), you and the other consulting parties that responded to the early coordination letter are
being provided the documentation for this finding.  In addition, some consulting parties were omitted from the notification
for the completion of the archaeological short report (ASR). You can view the determination of “No Adverse Effect” and
the  ASR  (Tribes  only)  electronically  by  accessing  INDOT’s  Section  106  document  posting  website  IN  SCOPE  at
http://erms.indot.in.gov/Section106Documents/ (the Des. No. is the most efficient search term, once in IN SCOPE). If a
hard copy of the materials is needed, please respond to this email with your request within seven (7) days. 

Consulting parties have thirty (30) calendar days from receipt of this information to review and provide comment.  Tribal 
contacts may contact Shaun Miller at smiller@indot.in.gov or 317‐233‐6795 or Michelle Allen at FHWA at 
michelle.allen@dot.gov or 317‐226‐7344. 

Thank you in advance for your input, 

Anthony Ross, Ph.D. 
LPA Program Administrator 
Cultural Resources Office 
Environmental Services 
100 N. Senate Ave., Room N642‐ES 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
Office: (317) 234‐0142 
Email: aross3@indot.in.gov 
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VALPARAISO - 87 N. Woodview Ct
Feb. 21, 22 9AM-4PM Feb. 23rd 9AM-

Noon Garage FULL of tools!!! Hand
tools, power tools, generator, air

compressor, welder, and MUCH more!
Furniture, china, clothing, crystal,

antiques, records, cookware. Stand up
freezer, dryer, coffee makers, cast
iron, canning jars, quilting supplies,
mobility scooter, books, televisions,

jewelry, cedar chest, paintings.

Valparaiso

HIGHLAND: 3125 - 45th STREET
Sat. Feb. 22 & Sun. Feb. 23; 9a-4p

HUGE SALE EVERYTHING MUST GO!
Office Furniture, Machines & Supplies.

Highland

DYER- 1423 Rokosz Ln. Sat. 2/22
8am-1pm & Sun. 2/23 8am-12pm

Everything must go. Couch, Lamps,
Kitchenware, Bedroom set, Holiday

decor, Christmas Tree, shoes,
Lawnmowers, Snowblowers, Dog cage

YOUR
CLASSIFIEDS

 Local IN 
(219) -

 Toll Free 
(800) 589-3222

Billing
(219) 933-3293

 Main Fax 
(219) 933-3307

Dyer

to place your ad call (219) 93  or (800) 589-3222
fi nd us online at nwi.com

garage 
estate sale

&

  directory
GARAGE

& ESTATE
SALE

45D04-1912-PL-000771
Lake Superior Court, Civil Division

4

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF LAKE SS:
IN THE LAKE CIRCUIT/SUPERIOR

COURT
THE BANK OF NEW YORK
MELLON TRUST COMPANY, N.A.
AS SUCCESSOR IN INTEREST
TO ALL PERMITTED SUCCES-
SORS AND ASSIGNS OF THE
JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, AS
TRUSTEE FOR SPECIALTY UN-
DERWRITING AND RESIDENTIAL

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF
HEARING ON PROPOSED

CUMULATIVE CAPITAL
DEVELOPMENT FUND

Notice is hereby given to the
taxpayers of the Town of St. John,
Lake County, Indiana, that the
Town Council will consider at the
St. John Town Hall, 10955 W 93rd
Avenue, St. John, Indiana 46373 at
7:00 pm on February 26, 2020, the
reestablishment of a Cumulative
Capital Development Fund under
the provisions of Indiana Code
36-9-15.5 for all uses as set out in
IC 36-9-15.5.

The tax will be levied on all
taxable real and personal property
within the taxing district and will not
exceed:

$0.0500 per $100 of assessed
valuation beginning with taxes

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Town of Dyer, One Town
Square Dyer, IN 46311, is submit-
ting Notice of Intent to the Indiana
Department of Environmental Man-
agement of its intent to comply with
the requirements under 327 IAC
15-5 to discharge stormwater from
construction activities for the Cen-
tral Park Additional Ballfield and
Multi-Use Path Improvement.
Stormwater run-off will be dis-
charged via a proposed detention
pond located in the northeast
corner using the same outfall as the
pre-construction condition, ultimate-
ly discharging into Hart Ditch )Plum
Creek)-Dyer Ditch. Questions or
comments should be directed to
Michael O’Shea, Director, Dyer
Parks and Recreation or Ronald J
Wiedeman, Project Manager at the
above address.

2/21, 26 -37085 -hspaxlp

WANTED: I BUY ANTIQUES! Toys,
Military, Trains, Guns, Sports Cards,

Tools & More! CALL MATT 219-794-6500

ORDINANCE No. 20-03

PORTER COUNTY BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS AN

ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A
NON REVERTING FUND #8500
FOR DEPOSIT OF PROCEEDS

FROM AN INDIANA LAKE
MICHIGAN COASTAL GRANT TO

PORTER COUNTY PARK
DEPARTMENT

WHEREAS, the Porter County
Board of Commissioners adopted
the Porter County Municipal Code
on Tuesday, December 2, 1997
pursuant to Ordinance No. 97-38;
and

WHEREAS, the Porter County
Board of Commissioners has
deemed it necessary to pass a new
ordinance for inclusion in the Porter
County Municipal Code; and

WHEREAS, IC 36-1-3-2 grants
the Board of County Commission-
ers all the powers that they need for
the effective operation of govern-
ment as to local affairs; and

WHEREAS, IC 36-1-3-6 states
that if there is no constitutional or
statutory provision requiring a spe-
cific manner for exercising power,
the Board of County Commission-
ers may adopt an ordinance
prescribing a specific manner for
exercising a power; and

WHEREAS, the Porter County
Board of Commissioners has
deemed it necessary to establish a
fund entitled "Fund for Deposit of
Proceeds from an Indiana Lake
Michigan Coastal Grant to Porter
County Park Department" for the
deposit of proceeds from an Indiana
Lake Michigan Coastal Grant se-
cured by the Porter County Park
Department to partially fund acquis-
ition of approximately 35 acres
(Smith property) of additional prop-
erty expanding the current Brincka
Cross facility.

NOW WHEREFORE BE IT AND
IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED THAT:

1. Title 3, Revenue and Finance
of the Porter County Municipal
Code is hereby amended through
the addition of Chapter 3.040
entitled "Ordinance Establishing a
Fund for Deposit of an Indiana Lake
Michigan Coastal Grant II to Porter
County Park Department" for the

WANTED: Radio/tv tubes, cb/ham radios,
70's high-power stereos, tube testers, old

radios, misc. electronics, (No TV's).
2 1 9 - 9 2 4 - 0 9 4 5.

WANTED FREON R12. We pay CA$H.
R12 R500 R11. Convenient. Certified

professionals. 312-291-9169
www.refrigerantfinders.com/ad

Wanted Merchandise

LOST CAT: Orange Tabby, Male.
"Spencer" went missing Dec. 10

near Lakeside in Highland.
Very friendly male 219-742-8823.

REWARD IF FOUND.

Lost and Found

discuss.

change.

learn.

hear.

see.

go.

OPEN HOUSE Sun 1/26 1:00-3:00 One
owner Custom built brick 1 and 1/2 story
4 br, 4ba, with main floor master br with

ensuite and finished basement. Over
4100 sq ft. new roof. Asking 419,900.

2244 Divac Dr. Schererville. Off of 77th
East of Rt 41 For additional info

773-646-0810 419,900.

Open Houses

CHAPEL LAWN CEMETERY Garden of
Inspiration. 2 Lots side-by-side. Valued
$4490 Asking $4000. 219-718-7110.

Cemetery Plots
NOTICE OF OFFER OF FARM

LEASE

The East Porter County School
Corporation gives notice that it
intends to offer a farm lease on
three (3) parcels of tillable land on
approximately 26 acres more or
less. Land is located in Washington
Township, Porter County Indiana,
and includes three (3) parcels
adjacent to Washington Township
High School located at 383 East
State Road, Valparaiso, Indiana,
46383. The Parcels are described
as:

Parcel (2) is 9.4 acres described
as parcel S663.75 W619.30 Ne.
Parcel No. 641016251002.000020
Duplicate No. 930048

Parcel (3) is 13.1 acres described
as parcel N929.11 W624.65 Se.
Parcel No. 641016400001.000020
Duplicate No. 930047

Parcel (4) is 7.71 acres described
as parcel SE W of Hwy 2. Parcel
No. 641016400002.000020

Duplicate No. 930046
Questions concerning the property

may be directed to Wendy Kulczyk,
Director of Business Affairs, East
Porter County School Corporation.
The lease shall be for a term of not
less than one (1) year, with an
option to renew for successive
terms not to exceed a total of three
(3) years. The minimum bid shall be
not less than Two hundred dollars
($200.00) per tillable acre. The
property will not be leased to a
party who is ineligible under IC
36-1-11-16. An offer to lease the
property submitted by a trust (as
determined by IC 30-4-1-1(a) must
identify each beneficiary of the trust
and the name of the seller
empowered to revoke or modify the
trust. Sealed bids to lease the
property may be submitted to the
attention of Dr. Aaron Case,
Superintendent of East Porter
Counter School Corporation, 502
East College Ave, Kouts Indiana
46347 and must be received no
later than 3:00 p.m. local time on
Thursday, March 5th, 2020. The
East Porter County School Corpo-
ration will award the lease to the
successful bidder at its meeting at
7:00 pm on Monday, March 9th,
2020.

2/14, 2/21 -36533 -hspaxlp

Legal - Porter County
Public Notice

Des. No. 1382598

The City of Hobart is planning to
undertake a road reconstruction
and drainage project funded in part
by the Federal Highway Administra-
tion (FHWA). The project is located
on County Line Road between US 6
(Ridge Road) and approximately
0.13 mile south of Cleveland
Avenue (CR W. 700 North), on the
county line between Lake and
Porter Counties.

Under the preferred alternative,
County Line Road would be wid-
ened and a two-way-left turn lane
added to the corridor. The project
also includes the installation of a
new stormwater system and side-
walk replacement and extension.
The total project length is approxi-
mately 1.21 miles, consisting of
approximately 1.03 miles of road
work and an additional 0.19 mile of
stormwater drainage pipe work.
Approximately 8.18 acres of perma-
nent and 1.43 acres of temporary
right-of-way acquisition is anticipa-
ted.

Properties listed in or eligible for
the National Register of Historic
Places (NRHP) located within the
Area of Potential Effects (APE)
include the Kraft Farm (northeast
corner of County Line Road and CR
700 N.). The proposed action
impacts properties listed in or
eligible for the NRHP. The Indiana
Department of Transportation (IN-
DOT), on behalf of the FHWA, has
issued a “No Adverse Effect” finding
for the project because the project
will not diminish the integrity of the
characteristics that qualify the his-
toric properties within the APE for
inclusion in the NRHP. In accord-
ance with the National Historic
Preservation Act, the views of the
public are being sought regarding
the effect of the proposed project
on the historic elements as per 36
CFR 800.2(d), 800.3(e) and
800.6(a)(4). Pursuant to 36 CFR
800.4(d)(2), the documentation
specified in 36 CFR 800.11(e) is
available for inspection in the office
of Butler, Fairman, & Seufert, Inc.
Additionally, this documentation can
be viewed electronically by access-
ing INDOT’s Section 106 document
posting website IN SCOPE at http:/
/erms.indot.in.gov
/Section106Documents. This docu-
mentation serves as the basis for
the “No Adverse Effect” finding. The
views of the public on this effect
finding are being sought. Please
reply with any comments to Elizabet
Biggio, Butler, Fairman, & Seufert,
Inc., 9450 Westfield Blvd. Suite
300, Indianapolis, IN 46240,
3 1 7 - 7 1 3 - 4 6 1 5 ,  e b i g g i o
@bfsengr.com no later than March
22, 2020.

In accordance with the “Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act”, if you
have a disability for which the City
of Hobart needs to provide accessi-
bility to the document(s) such as
interpreters or readers, please
contact the ADA Coordinator, Mike
Hannigan, at 219-947-3407 or
mhannigan@cityofhobart.org.

2/21 -37083 -hspaxlp

Hammond - 10,250 sf warehouse
with Office. Overhead Door & Loading

Dock. Call 219.922.9174

Dyer - 7,200 sf warehouse
with office. Overhead door.

Call 219.922.9174

45D02-2002-CT-000163

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF LAKE SS:
IN THE LAKE SUPERIOR COURT

3711 Main St., East Chicago, IN
46312

ROBERT V. LITTLE, as Trustee of
The Faith S. Little Irrevocable Trust
For the benefit of Robert V. Little
Dated December 27, 2012,
Plaintiff,
VS.

FAITH S. LITTLE, individually and
as Trustee of the Verle E. Little
Irrevocable Trust No. 23, UA, as
amended, dated 11/7/1991 , JO-
SEPH M. LITTLE, LINDA S.
EBERT, THOMAS R. LITTLE,
JACK LITTLE, TERRY LITTLE,
PEG BUSHORE, and KATHY LIT-
TLE,
Defendants.

CAUSE NO.:
45D02-2002-CT-000163

NOTICE OF PENDENCY OF
QUIET TITLE PROCEEDING

NOTICE IS GIVEN that the
above-entitled action was com-
menced on February 11, 2020, in
the above-named court by the
Plaintiff, Robert V. Little, as trustee
of the Faith S. Little Irrevocable
Trust for the Benefit of Robert V.
Little dated December 27, 2012.
The Plaintiff in this proceeding is
alleging that the Faith S. Little
Irrevocable Trust for the Benefit of
Robert V.

Little dated December 27, 2012, is
the owner of the fee simple title to
the following described real estate
located in Lake County, Indiana,
and legally described as follows:

Parcel 1: The South one hundred
one (101) acres of the Northwest
Quarter of Section 28, Township 33
North, Range 7 West of the rd
Principal Meridian in Lake County,
Indiana, EXCEPTING the parcel
described as: A part of the
Northwest Quarter of Section 28,
Township 33 North, Range 7 West
of the rd Principal Meridian descri-
bed as follows: The South 208.71
feet of the East 208.71 feet
containing 1.000 acres, more or
less, in Lake County, Indiana.

Parcel 2: Twenty-five (25) acres
located in the Northwest Quarter of
Section 28, Township 33 North,
Range 7 West, Eagle Creek
Township, in Lake County, Indiana,
further known as Parcel Number
45-21-28-100-005.000-012, and
more particularly described as
follows:

The East 1,327.15 feet of the
West 2,211.52 feet of the North
983.05 feet, EXCEPT the North
378.05 feet of the East 683.47 feet
of the West 2,221.52 feet of the
Northwest Quarter of Section 28,
Township 33 North, Range 7 West
of the 2nd Principal Meridian, Lake
County, Indiana. Containing 24
acres, more or less. Subject to legal
highway rights of State Road #2
along the North line.

The Plaintiff in this proceeding is
seeking to have the Court quiet the
title against all persons as defend-
ants who may have a claim to or
any interest in the above-described
real. estate. The object of Plaintiff's
action is to establish Plaintiff s title
as against all the world, and to
determine all adverse claims and
interests to the above-described
real estate.

Any person having a claim to or
interest in the above-described real
estate must file an answer or other
response in writing asserting such
claim or interest on or before April
10 , 2020, and if you fail to do so,
judgment may be rendered in favor
of the Plaintiff quieting the Plaintiff's
title to the above-described real
estate against all defendants and
the world.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have
hereunto set my hand and the seal
of this Court on 2-11-2020
45D02-2002-CT-000163.

/s/ Lorenzo Arredondo
Clerk, Lake Superior Court 2
Beers Mailers Backs & Salin LLP
By: Daniel K. Leininger
2174 North Pointe Dr.
Warsaw, Indiana 46582
Telephone: (574) 267-4300
Facsimile: (574) 267-4343
Attorneys for Plaintiff
2/14, 21, 28 -36525 -hspaxlp

ORDINANCE No. 20-04

PORTER COUNTY BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS AN

ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A
NON REVERTING FUND# 9206
FOR DEPOSIT OF PROCEEDS

FROM A CONSERVATION FUND
GRANT TO PORTER COUNTY

PARK DEPARTMENT

WHEREAS, the Porter County
Board of Commissioners adopted
the Porter County Municipal Code
on Tuesday, December 2, 1997
pursuant to Ordinance No. 97-38;
and

WHEREAS, the Porter County
Board of Commissioners has
deemed it necessary to pass a new
ordinance for inclusion in the Porter
County Municipal Code; and

WHEREAS, IC 36-1-3-2 grants
the Board of County Commission-
ers all the powers that they need for
the effective operation of govern-
ment as to local affairs; and

WHEREAS, IC 36-1-3-6 states
that if there is no constitutional or
statutory provision requiring a spe-
cific manner for exercising power,
the Board of County Commission-
ers may adopt an ordinance
prescribing a specific manner for
exercising a power; and

WHEREAS, the Porter County
Board of Commissioners has
deemed it necessary to establish a
fund entitled "Fund for Deposit of
Proceeds from a Conservation
Fund Grant to Porter County Park
Department" for the deposit of
proceeds from a Conservation Fund
Grant secured by the Porter County
Park Department to partially fund
acquisition of approximately 35
acres (Smith property) of additional
property expanding the current
Brincka Cross facility.

NOW WHEREFORE BE IT AND
IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED THAT:

1. Title 3, Revenue and Finance
of the Porter County Municipal
Code is hereby amended through
the addition of Chapter 3.041
entitled Ordinance Establishing a
Fund for Deposit of a Conservation
Fund Grant to Porter County Park
Department" for the deposit of
proceeds from a Conservation Fund
Grant secured by the Porter County
Park Department for partial funding
for acquisition of approximately 35
acres (Smith property) of additional
property expanding the current
Brincka Cross facility

2. That Section 3.041 is added to
the Porter County Municipal Code
to read as follows:

3.041.10 1. Fund Established.
The Board of County Commission-
ers has determined that a need
exists for creation of a fund to serve
as the depository of the proceeds
from a Conservation Fund Grant
secured by the Porter County Park
Department for partial funding for
acquisition of approximately 35
acres (Smith property) of additional
property expanding the current
Brincka Cross facility.

3.041.20 2. Use of Revenues. The
funds received from a Conservation
Fund Grant secured by the Porter
County Park Department and de-
posited into this fund will be used
for partial funding for acquisition of
approximately 35 acres (Smith
property) of additional property
expanding the current Brincka
Cross facility.

3.041.30 3. Termination of Fund.
This fund having been created to
provide a depository for the pro-
ceeds of a Conservation Fund
Grant secured by the Porter County
Park Department for partial funding
for acquisition of approximately 35
acres (Smith property) of additional
property expanding the current
Brincka Cross facility shall remain
in existence and remain perpetual
in its term until amended or
terminated by subsequent ordi-
nance enacted by the Porter
County Board of Commissioners. If
and when a subsequent ordinance
is passed to terminate this fund, the
balance remaining, if not otherwise
provided for by ordinance shall
revert to the Park Maintenance
Fund.

This ordinance passed and adop-
ted this 28th day of January, 2020.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
PORTER COUNTY, INDIANA

/s/ Jeff Good
/s/ Laura Shurr BLaney

/s/ Jim Biggs
ATTEST: /s/ Vicki Urbanik, Auditor

I affirm under the penalties for
perjury that I have taken reasonable
care to redact each social security
number in this document unless
required by law.
/s/ Walter Lenckos, Superintendent

Porter County Park Department
2/14, 21 -36516 -hspaxlp

Warehouse-Storage Rent

Griffith- 640 sf office
Available in mid-April - $640/month

Call 219.922.9174

Office Space

VALPARAISO 2 & 3 bedroom
townhomes available starting at $895.
Call M.J.F. Rentals at 219-477-4555

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF Porter SS:

IN THE Porter COURT
IN RE THE NAME CHANGE OF:
Sharon Grace Woods
Petitioner

CAUSE NO.:
64D05-2002-MI-1320

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR
CHANGE OF NAME

Sharon Grace Woods of Porter
County, Indiana, hereby gives no-
tice that Sharon Grace Woods has
filed a petition in the Porter Court
requesting that her name be
changed to Sharon Grace Woods
Anderson.

Notice is further given that the
hearing will be held on said Petition
on July 20, 2020 at 1:00pm.
Date: 2/11/2020

/s/ Jessica A. Bailey, Clerk
2/14, 21, 28 -36376 -hspaxlp

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF LAKE SS:

IN THE LAKE CIRCUIT COURT
LORI SHARVA PETERSON
Petitioner

CAUSE NO:
45C01-1908-MI-000696

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR
CHANGE OF NAME

LORI SHARVA PETERSON of
Lake County, Indiana, hereby gives
notice that LORI SHARVA PETER-
SON has filed a petition in the
LAKE Court requesting that her
name be changed to Tanjanquie
Cierra Peterson.

Notice is further given that the
hearing will be held on said Petition
on April 30, 2020 at 9:30 am 2293
North Main Street, Crown Point, IN
Circuit Court.

Dated 1/8/2020
/s/ Lorenzo Arredondo

CLERK LAKE SUPERIOR COURT
2/7, 14, 21 -35767 -hspaxlp

CHESTERTON: New Construction, quiet
area, 1 story, 1330sqft., 3 bdrm, 2 full
baths, W— hookups, 2-car attached

garage, granite counters, stainless appl.
$1475/mo.+ Dep.NO PETS 219-926-8533

discuss.

change.

learn.

hear.

see.

go.

Condo-Duplex-Townhou
se Rent

VALPARAISO: 2 bdrm $850/mo.1 bdrm
$750/mo. Includes heat, water, garbage,

laundry room on premise, students
welcome.Lease-references.219-393-0232

SCHERERVILLE: 2 bedroom, Intercom
Security, Heat Paid, No Pets

219-322-3470

SCHERERVILLE: SPOTLESS -
MODERN - Well-cared for 2 bedroom,

air, appliances, laundry, garage, no pets.
$895 - $950/mo + dep. 219-922-9404.

Schererville: 2029 Meadow Lane Drive
1 Bedroom Apt. Includes major

appliances, window coverings, water
/garbage/sewer, laundry onsite,

controlled entrance, close to shopping.
Call for an appt. 219-926-3823.

SCHERERVILLE: 1 and 2 bedroom
apartments, pool, club house

starting at $749. 219-769-1880

MERRILLVILLE: 1 and 2 bedroom
Starting at $670. Heat, water and gas.

219-980-8555 Place your ad
over the phone

(800) 589-3222

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF
HEARING ON CUMULATIVE

CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT FUND

Notice is hereby given to the
taxpayers of the Town of Merrillville,
Lake County, Indiana, that the
Town Council will consider at 7820
Broadway, Merrillville, Indiana
46410 at 6:30 p.m., February 25,
2020, the reestablishment of a
Cumulative Capital Development
Fund under the provisions of I.C.
§36-9-15.5 for the following purpo-
ses: For all uses set out in I.C.
§36-9-15.5-2.

The tax will be levied on all
taxable real and personal property
within the taxing district, and will not
exceed $0.0500 per $100 of
assessed valuation. The proposed
fund will be levied beginning with
taxes due and payable in the year
2021. Taxpayers appearing at such
hearing shall have the right to be
heard thereon. The proposal for the
reestablishment of the Cumulative
Capital Development Fund is sub-
ject to approval by the Department
of Local Development Finance.

Within 30 days after the adoption
of the cumulative fund by the Town
of Merrillville, the Town Council will
publish a Notice of Adoption. Upon
adoption, fifty (50) or more taxpay-
ers in the taxing district may file a
petition with the Lake County
Auditor not later than noon 30 days
after the publication of the Notice of
Adoption setting forth their objec-
tions to the proposed fund.

Dated this 14th, day of February,
2020

Town Council, Merrillville, Lake
County, Indiana

2/14, 2/21 -36537 -hspaxlp

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given that the

Plan Commission of the City of
Portage will hold a Public Hearing
at 6:30 p.m. on March 2, 2020, in
the Sycamore Hall of Woodland
Park, 2100 Willowcreek Road, to
consider the following: A Change of
Zoning from BP (Business Park) to
LI (Light Industrial) The legal
description is as follows: Willow
Creek Acres Lot 11, 12 & 13
ExS110 & Parc In NW NW Desc
D#2013-006178 11-36-7 Common-
ly known as: 5500 Melton Road
On application of: Eli Pecoski
5180 E. 107th Place Crown Point,
Indiana 46307. Written suggestions
and/or objections to the proposed
amendment may be filed in the
office of the City of Portage Plan
Commission at or before such
Public Hearing and will be heard by
said Commission at the time and
place specified. Interested persons
desiring to present their view upon
this proposed amendment, in writ-
ing or verbally, will be given the
opportunity to be heard at the
above mentioned time and place.

Kurt Knutsen
Executive Secretary
2/21 -37029 -hspaxlp

MERRILLVILLE: 1 & 2 bedroom
apartments starting from $799-Age 55 +.
1st month's rent $200 off!! 219-650-5000

LANSING: Hickory Oaks Apts.
1 & 2 bedrooms, heat included.

708-895-1411 bogsmanagement.com

HOBART- Near Hospital and schools.
1 Bedroom $750/mo. and

2 Bedroom $825/mo., both include water
1 Year Lease + Security Deposit.

219-962-1774

2017 BMW X5 xDrive35i
garage kept since new

26k miles, 1 owner.
$22800.

Call or Text 219-533-5946

CROWN POINT: ATTRACTIVE
2 bedroom, 1.5 bath includes central air,
balcony located on a quiet cul-de-sac.

2 1 9 - 7 1 2 - 6 0 4 1.

Automobiles
CHESTERTON: $199 RENT SPECIAL!

2 Bedroom Apts. 801 Carla Drive.
(1) Pet OK. (708) 8 9 5 - 14 1 1.
www.bogsmanagement.com

Bristol Court / Woodview Apts. Newly
Remodeled in quiet residential area.

Spacious 1-2 bedrooms starting $695.
PETS WELCOME 219-838-5130.

www.bristolcourtapartmenthomes.com

payable in 2021 and thereafter,
continuing until reduced or rescin-
ded.

Ten (10) or more taxpayers in the
taxing unit who will be affected by
the tax rate and corresponding levy
may file a petition with the Lake
County Auditor not later than noon
30 days after the publication of this
Notice setting forth their objections
to the proposed cumulative fund.
Upon the filing of the petition, the
County Auditor shall immediately
certify the same to the Department
of Local Government Finance, at
which point the Department will fix a
date for and conduct a public
hearing on the proposed cumulative
fund before issuing its approval,
disapproval, or modification thereof.

Dated this 28th, day of February,
2020

Town Council, Merrillville, Lake
County, Indiana

2/14, 2/21 -36538 -hspaxlp

FINANCE TRUST MORTGAGE
LOAN ASSET-BACKED CERTIFI-
CATES, SERIES 2003-BC1,
Plaintiff,
v.
MLSG, INC.; UNKNOWN CLAIM-
ANTS; AND ALL THE WORLD,
Defendants.

Cause No.
45D04-1912-PL-000771

NOTICE OF SUIT

From the State of Indiana to the
Defendants above named, and any
other person who may be con-
cerned: You are hereby notified that
you have been sued in the Court
above named. The nature of the
suit against you is: COMPLAINT
FOR DECLARATORY JUDGMENT
(“Complaint”) concerning a mort-
gage lien encumbering real proper-
ty commonly known as 2773 W
19th Ave. Gary, Indiana 46404, and
legally described as follows:

LOTS 17, 18, 19, AND 20 IN
BLOCK 1 IN GERMANIA NO. 1
ADDITION TO TOLLESTON, IN
THE CITY OF GARY, AS PER
PLAT THEREOF RECORDED IN
PLAT BOOK 2, PAGE 67 IN THE
OFFICE OF THE RECORDER OF
LAKE COUNTY, INDIANA.

Parcel ID Number: 43-360-19
This summons by publication is

specifically directed to the following
named Defendants whose where-
abouts are unknown: MLSG, INC.;
UNKNOWN CLAIMANTS; AND
ALL THE WORLD If you have a
claim for relief against the plaintiff
arising from an interest in the real
property described above, you must
assert it in your written answer to
Plaintiff’s Complaint for Declaratory
Judgment. You or your attorney
must answer the Complaint in
writing, within thirty (30) days after
the last notice of the action is
published, and in case you fail to do
so, judgment by default may be
entered against you for what the
plaintiff has demanded.

Respectfully submitted,
HINSHAW & CULBERTSON LLP
By: /s/ Jennifer L. Fisher
jfisher@hinshawlaw.com
Attorneys for Plaintiff
322 Indianapolis Blvd. Suite 201
Schererville, IN 46375
219-864-5051
2/7, 14, 21 -36060 -hspaxlp

payable in 2021 and thereafter,
continuing until reduced or rescin-
ded.

Taxpayers appearing at such
hearing shall have the right to be
heard thereon. The proposal for
reestablishment of the Cumulative
Capital Development Fund is sub-
ject to approval by the Department
of Local Government Finance.

Within 30 days after the date of
the adoption of the cumulative fund
by the Town Council, the Town of
St. John will publish a Notice of
Adoption. Upon publication of the
Notice of Adoption, 50 or more
taxpayers in the taxing district may
file a petition with the County
Auditor not later than noon 30 days
after the publication of the Notice of
Adoption setting forth their objec-
tions to the proposed fund.

Dated this 10th day of February,
2020

Beth Hernandez,
St. John Clerk-Treasurer
2/14, 2/21 -36507 -hspaxlp

deposit of proceeds from an Indiana
Lake Michigan Coastal Grant se-
cured by the Porter County Park
Department for partial funding for
acquisition of approximately 35
acres (Smith property) of additional
property expanding the current
Brincka Cross facility

2. That Section 3.040 is added to
the Porter County Municipal Code
to read as follows:

3.040.10 1. Fund Established.
The Board of County Commission-
ers has determined that a need
exists for creation of a fund to serve
as the depository of the proceeds
from an Indiana Lake Michigan
Coastal Grant secured by the
Porter County Park Department for
partial funding for acquisition of
approximately 35 acres (Smith
property) of additional property
expanding the current Brincka
Cross facility.

3.040.20 2. Use of Revenues. The
funds received from an Indiana
Lake

Michigan Coastal Grant secured
by the Porter County Park Depart-
ment and deposited into this fund
will be used for partial funding for
acquisition of approximately 35
acres (Smith property) of additional
property expanding the current
Brincka Cross facility.

3.040.30 3. Termination of Fund.
This fund having been created to
provide a depository for the pro-
ceeds of an Indiana Lake Michigan
Coastal Grant secured by the
Porter County Park Department for
partial funding for acquisition of
approximately 35 acres (Smith
property) of additional property
expanding the current Brincka
Cross facility shall remain in
existence and remain perpetual in
its term until amended or termina-
ted by subsequent ordinance enac-
ted by the Porter County Board of
Commissioners. If and when a
subsequent ordinance is passed to
terminate this fund, the balance
remaining, if not otherwise provided
for by ordinance shall revert to the
Park Maintenance Fund.

This ordinance passed and adop-
ted this 28th day of January, 2020.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
PORTER COUNTY, INDIANA

/s/ Jeff Good
/s/ Laura Shurr BLaney

/s/ Jim Biggs
ATTEST: /s/ Vicki Urbanik, Auditor

I affirm under the penalties for
perjury that I have taken reasonable
care to redact each social security
number in this document unless
required by law.
/s/ Walter Lenckos, Superintendent

Porter County Park Department
2/14, 21 -36514 -hspaxlp
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Bridge and/or Culvert Project: Yes ☒     No ☐     Structure  # Two  (2)  culverts  are being 
replaced;  however,  the  culverts  do  not  have  any  identifying  structure  numbers.    The 
culverts are located at Station 100+48 line A,  approximately 1470 feet  south of US 6; and 
at Station 95+11 Line A, approximately 2000 feet south of US 6. 

If this is a bridge project, is the bridge Historical?  

Yes ☐   No ☐ , Select ☐ Non‐Select ☐ 
(Note:  If  the  project  involves  a  historical  bridge,  please  include  the  bridge 
information in the Recommendations Section of the report).  

Proposed  right of way:   Temporary ☒   # Acres _1.43_ __         Permanent ☒   # Acres _ 
8.18___   
Type  of  excavation:    Excavation  would  be  to  a  depth  of  approximately  10‐15  feet 

throughout the project area. 
Maintenance of traffic:   The project may require a road closure of 60‐90 days. A detour 
route would be used. 

Work in waterway:  Yes  ☒   No ☐  Above ordinary high water mark:  Yes ☐ No ☒ 

State Project:  ☐     LPA: ☒ 
Any  other  factors  influencing  recommendations:  The  project  description  is  subject  to 
additional details as design progresses. 
 
 
INFRASTRUCTURE TABLE AND SUMMARY  
 

Infrastructure  
Indicate the number of items of concern found within the 0.5 mile search radius. If there 
are no items, please indicate N/A: 

Religious Facilities  3*  Recreational Facilities 2 

Airports1  1  Pipelines  N/A 

Cemeteries  N/A  Railroads  2 

Hospitals  N/A  Trails  2 

Schools  N/A  Managed Lands  1 
1
In order to complete the required airport review, a review of public airports within 3.8 miles (20,000 feet) is required.  

 

Explanation:  
 
Religious Facilities:   There are  two  (2)  religious  facilities mapped within 0.5 mile of  the 
project area. One (1) additional religious facility was observed on aerial maps. The Inland 
Manor Baptist Church  (630 N. County  Line Road)  is adjacent  to  the project area on  the 
west side. This project may require temporary closure of County Line Road. Coordination 
with the Inland Manor Baptist Church will occur. 
 
Recreational Facilities:  There are two (2) recreational facilities mapped within 0.5 mile of 
the project area. The nearest recreational facility is McAfee Park (2630 Drexel Drive) and is 
mapped approximately 0.36 mile west of the project area. No impact is expected. 
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Airports:   Although not  located within  the 0.5 mile search  radius, one  (1) public airport, 
Hobart Sky Ranch, is located within 3.8 miles (20,000 feet) of the project area. Therefore, 
early coordination with INDOT aviation will occur.   
 
Railroads:    There  are  two  (2)  railroad  segments mapped within  0.5 mile of  the project 
area. One (1) railroad segment, marked abandoned, associated with the Elgin, Joliet, and 
Eastern Railway, overlaps the project area. However, this railroad is no  longer extant and 
the alignment is now in use as a recreational trail (see below). No impacts are expected.  
 
Trails: There are two (2) trail segments mapped within 0.5 mile of the project area. One (1) 
trail segment, the Prairie Duneland Trail, overlaps the project area. Coordination with the 
Portage Department of Parks and Recreation will occur. Additionally, one (1) trail segment, 
Oak Savanah Trail  is adjacent to the project area and connects with the Prairie Duneland 
trail  on  the west  side  of  County  Line  Road.    Coordination with  Lake  County  Parks  and 
Recreation  Department  will  occur.  This  trail  is  a  probable  Section  4(f)  recreational 
resource. 
 
Managed Lands:   There  is one  (1) managed  land mapped within 0.5 mile of  the project 
area. McAfee Park is mapped approximately 0.36 mile west of the project area. No impact 
is expected. 
 
WATER RESOURCES TABLE AND SUMMARY 
 

Water Resources 
Indicate the number of items of concern found within the 0.5 mile search radius. If there 
are no items, please indicate N/A: 

NWI ‐ Points  N/A  Canal Routes ‐ Historic  N/A 

Karst Springs  N/A  NWI ‐ Wetlands  16 

Canal Structures – Historic  N/A  Lakes  4 

NPS NRI Listed  N/A  Floodplain ‐ DFIRM  1 

NWI‐Lines  8  Cave Entrance Density  N/A 

IDEM 303d Listed Streams 
and Lakes (Impaired) 

N/A  Sinkhole Areas  N/A 

Rivers and Streams  6  Sinking‐Stream Basins  N/A 

 
Explanation:  
 
NWI – Wetlands:  There are 16 wetlands mapped within 0.5 mile of the project area.  The 
nearest wetland polygon is mapped approximately 0.01 mile east of the project area. Road 
widening and sidewalk installation will occur on the west side of the existing alignment. No 
impact is expected. 
 
Lakes: There are four (4) lakes mapped within 0.5 mile of the project area. The closest lake 
polygon  is  mapped  approximately  0.03  mile  east  of  the  project  area.  No  impact  is 
expected. 
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Floodplain – DFIRM: There is one (1) floodplain‐DFIRM mapped within the 0.5 mile search 
radius. The floodplain  is mapped approximately 0.49 miles southeast of the project area.  
No impact is expected.  
 
NWI – Lines:   There are eight  (8) NWI Lines mapped within 0.5 mile of the project area. 
One  (1)  NWI‐line  is  mapped  within  the  project  area.  A  Waters  of  the  US  Report  is 
recommended and coordination with the appropriate agency, if applicable, will occur.  
 
Rivers and Streams:   There are six  (6) rivers and streams mapped within 0.5 mile of  the 
project area. One  (1)  stream, an unnamed  tributary  to Duck Creek,  is within  the project 
area. A culvert carrying County Line Road over this unnamed tributary to Duck Creek will 
be  replaced  as  a  part  of  this  project. A Waters  of  the US Report  is  recommended  and 
coordination with the appropriate agency, if applicable, will occur.  
 
 
URBANIZED AREA BOUNDARY SUMMARY  
 
Urbanized  Area  Boundary  (UAB):    The  project  is within  the  Chicago‐Northwest  Indiana 
urbanized  area. Post  construction  Storm  Water  Quality  Best  Management  Practices 
(BMPs) may  need  to  be  considered.  An  early  coordination  letter with  topographic  and 
aerial maps  showing  the  project  area  should  be  sent  to  the  Stormwater District  / MS4 
Coordinator  at  the,  City  of Hobart,  414 Main  St., Hobart,  IN  46342,  the  Porter  County 
Stormwater Department at 155 Indiana Ave., Suite 311 Valparaiso, IN 46383, and the City 
of Portage MS4 Coordinator at 2301 Hamstrom Road, Portage, IN 46368. 
  
 
MINING AND MINERAL EXPLORATION TABLE AND SUMMARY 
 

Mining/Mineral Exploration 
Indicate the number of items of concern found within the 0.5 mile search radius. If there 
are no items, please indicate N/A: 

Petroleum Wells  N/A  Mineral Resources  N/A 

Mines – Surface  N/A  Mines – Underground  N/A 

 
Explanation:  
 
No mining  or mineral  exploration  resources were  identified within  the  0.5 mile  search 
radius. 
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HAZARDOUS MATERIAL CONCERNS TABLE AND SUMMARY 
 

Hazardous Material Concerns 
Indicate the number of items of concern found within the 0.5 mile search radius. If there 
are no items, please indicate N/A: 

Superfund   N/A  Manufactured Gas Plant Sites N/A 

RCRA Generator/ TSD  N/A  Open Dump Waste Sites  N/A 

RCRA Corrective Action Sites  N/A  Restricted Waste Sites  N/A 

State Cleanup Sites  N/A  Waste Transfer Stations  N/A 

Septage Waste Sites  N/A  Tire Waste Sites  N/A 

Underground Storage Tank 
(UST) Sites 

1 
Confined Feeding Operations 

(CFO) 
N/A 

Voluntary Remediation 
Program  

N/A  Brownfields  N/A 

Construction Demolition 
Waste 

N/A  Institutional Controls   N/A 

Solid Waste Landfill  N/A  NPDES Facilities  1 

Infectious/Medical Waste Sites  N/A  NPDES Pipe Locations  N/A 

Leaking Underground Storage 
(LUST) Sites 

N/A  Notice of Contamination Sites N/A 

 

Explanation:  
 
UST Sites: There  is one  (1) Underground Storage Tank  site mapped within 0.5 mile. The 
Family Express site, 9521 E 37th Avenue, Hobart,  IN 46342, AI# 20867,  is adjacent  to  the 
project area on the west side of County Line Road at the northern project terminus. IDEM 
conducted an Underground Storage Tank Inspection on December 3, 2018, and the facility 
was found to be in compliance with equipment, operating, and maintenance requirements 
set forth in Indiana’s UST Rule 329 IAC 9.  No impact is expected. 
 
NPDES Facilities: There is One (1) NPDES facility mapped within the 0.5 mile search radius.  
The Twin Creeks Conservancy District MS4  facility  is mapped approximately  adjacent  to 
the project area. However,  this  facility  is mapped  incorrectly. This  facility  is  located near 
the  intersection of Portage Avenue and Willow Creek Road, which  is outside the 0.5 mile 
search radius. No impact is expected.    
 
ECOLOGICAL INFORMATION SUMMARY 
 

The Lake County and Porter County  listings of  the  Indiana Natural Heritage Data Center 
information  on  endangered,  threatened,  or  rare  (ETR)  species  and  high  quality  natural 
communities  are  attached  with  ETR  species  highlighted.  A  preliminary  review  of  the 
Indiana Natural Heritage Database by  INDOT Environmental Services did not  indicate the 
presence of ETR species within  the 0.5 mile search  radius. Coordination with  the United 
State Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and IDNR will occur.  
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A review of the USFWS database did not indicate the presence of endangered bat species 
in or within 0.5 mile of the project area. The range‐wide programmatic consultation for the 
Indiana  Bat  and  Northern  Long‐eared  Bat  will  be  completed  according  to  “Using  the 
USFWS’s IPaC System for Listed Bat Consultation for INDOT Projects”. 
 
An  inquiry using the USFWS Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) website did 
not indicate the presence of the federally endangered species, the Rusty Patched Bumble 
Bee, in or within 0.5 mile of the project area.  No impact is expected. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS SECTION 
 

INFRASTRUCTURE:  
 
Religious Facilities: One (1) religious facility, Inland Manor Baptist Church, is located 
adjacent to the project area.  Coordination with the Inland Manor Baptist Church will 
occur.   
 
Airports: One (1) public airport, Hobart Sky Ranch, is located within 3.8 miles (20,000 feet) 
of the project area.  Therefore, early coordination with INDOT aviation will occur.   
 
Trails: One (1) trail segment, The Prairie Duneland Trail, overlaps the project area. 
Coordination with the Portage Department of Parks and Recreation will occur.  
Additionally, one (1) trail segment, Oak Savanah Trail is adjacent to the project area.  
Coordination with Lake County Parks and Recreation Department will occur. 
 
WATER RESOURCES:  
 
A Waters of the US Report is recommended and coordination with the appropriate agency, 
if applicable, will occur for the following features: 
 
One (1) NWI‐line overlaps the project area.  
 
One (1) river and stream segment associated with an unnamed tributary to Duck Creek 
overlaps the project area.  
 
URBANIZED AREA BOUNDARY:  
 
Urbanized Area Boundary (UAB):  The project is within the Chicago‐Northwest Indiana 
urbanized area. Post construction Storm Water Quality Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) may need to be considered. An early coordination letter with topographic and 
aerial maps showing the project area should be sent to the Stormwater District / MS4 
Coordinator at the, City of Hobart, 414 Main St., Hobart, IN 46342, the Porter County 
Stormwater Department at 155 Indiana Ave., Suite 311 Valparaiso, IN 46383, and the City 
of Portage MS4 Coordinator at 2301 Hamstrom Road, Portage, IN 46368. 
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MINING /MINERAL EXPLORATION: N/A 
 
HAZMAT CONCERNS: N/A 
 
ECOLOGICAL INFORMATION: 
 
Coordination with USFWS and IDNR will occur. The range‐wide programmatic consultation 
for the Indiana Bat and Northern Long‐eared Bat will be completed according to “Using 
the USFWS’s IPaC System for Listed Bat Consultation for INDOT Projects”. 
 
 
INDOT Environmental Services concurrence:    
 
 
          (Signature) 
 
 
Prepared by: 
Elizabet Biggio  
Architectural Historian II  
Butler, Fairman and Seufert, Inc. 
 
 
 
 
Graphics: 
 
A map  for  each  report  section with  a  0.5 mile  search  radius  buffer  around  all  project 
area(s) showing all items identified as possible items of concern is attached.  If there is not 
a section map included, please change the YES to N/A: 
 
SITE LOCATION: YES 
 
INFRASTRUCTURE: YES 
 
WATER RESOURCES:  YES 
 
URBANIZED AREA BOUNDARY:  YES 
 
MINING/MINERAL EXPLORATION:  N/A 
 
HAZMAT CONCERNS: YES 
 

Nicole Fohey-
Breting

Digitally signed by Nicole Fohey-Breting 
DN: cn=Nicole Fohey-Breting, o=INDOT, 
ou=Environmental Services, HazMat, 
email=NFoheyBreting@indot.in.gov, c=US 
Date: 2019.02.11 13:38:47 -05'00'
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County Line Road

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Standards and Support Team,
wetlands_team@fws.gov

Wetlands
Estuarine and Marine Deepwater

Estuarine and Marine Wetland

Freshwater Emergent Wetland

Freshwater Forested/Shrub Wetland

Freshwater Pond

Lake

Other

Riverine

August 22, 2017

0 0.5 10.25 mi

0 0.8 1.60.4 km

1:29,585

This page was produced by the NWI mapper
National Wetlands Inventory (NWI)

This map is for general reference only. The US Fish and Wildlife 
Service is not responsible for the accuracy or currentness of the 
base data shown on this map. All wetlands related data should 
be used in accordance with the layer metadata found on the 
Wetlands Mapper web site.
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November 20, 2014 

NOTICE OF SURVEY 

«Name» 
«Address» 
«City» 

RE: Phase 1 of the County Line Road Corridor Assessment, U.S. 
Highway 6 to U.S. Highway 130, Hobart, Lake County, Indiana 

Dear Property Owner(s): 

The City of Hobart has selected Butler, Fairman and Seufert, Inc., to survey and 
prepare the Corridor Assessment for the referenced project.  Courthouse records 
show that you are a property owner within the limits of the area where data will be 
collected for the project survey. 

Our survey crews will commence the survey in the near future.  In the process, they 
will be walking on your land to take measurements to locate features such as 
houses, trees, drives, along with drainage and utility features.  We appreciate your 
cooperation in this effort.  Unless we are notified to the contrary, we will assume 
your permission to walk on your property. 

Please forward this information to any tenants that may be occupying your 
property. 

Should you have questions concerning the survey, please contact the undersigned 
in this office at 800-553-0863. 

Very truly yours, 

BUTLER, FAIRMAN and SEUFERT, INC. 

Mark W. Neal, P.S. 
mneal@bfsengr.com 

MWN:lm 

c: Jake Dammarell 

G1
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   September 14, 2017 
 
 

NOTICE OF SURVEY 
CERTIFIED MAIL 
 
Luke Land, LLC 
P. O. Box 96 
Hobart, IN  46342-0096 
 
 RE: Ecological/Archeological Survey for the County Line Road Project 
 
Dear Property Owner: 
 
The City of Hobart has selected Butler, Fairman and Seufert, Inc., to design the 
above-referenced project. GIS records indicate you are a property owner within the 
limits of the area where data will be collected for environmental investigations. 
 
Our environmental team will commence field observations in the near future. In the 
process, they will be taking photographs and walking transects to collect 
information regarding historic properties, topography, ground elevations, drainage 
patterns, vegetation, and soil conditions. Shovel probes may be collected to survey 
for possible archaeological resources, in which case all land would subsequently be 
returned to its original condition. This information is necessary to complete the 
environmental document for the road project. We appreciate your cooperation in 
this effort. Unless we are notified to the contrary, we will assume your permission to 
walk on your property. Please forward this information to any tenants that may be 
occupying your property. 
 
Should you have questions concerning the survey, please contact the undersigned 
in this office at 317-713-4615. 
 
   Sincerely, 
 
   BUTLER, FAIRMAN & SEUFERT, INC. 

 
 
 Elizabet Biggio, Architectural Historian 
 ebiggio@bfsengr.com 
 
EB:lm 
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 2020-2024 Transportation Improvement Program Group 1 projects

Fund 

source

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 informational Total cost

Total Federal Match Total Federal Match Total Federal Match federal amount programmed only

NotesDes # Project type LPA /         

Transit 

operator

Project 

description

Final 

score PE ROW CN or Transit

Need DES 
number

Stormwater 
management / 
control / prevention

Hammond Stormwater 
improvements on 
Nevada St, south of 
109th. Includes 
roadway drainage 
and stormwater 
system.

45 TA  $    -    $    -   $    -   $    -   $    -   $     400,000  $    200,000  $    200,000  $            200,000  $            400,000 

 $            446,480  $ - $              21,000  $            280,000  $ -    5-year sum  $ 747,480 

1500221 Roadway 
expansion

Hammond Chicago Ave; from 
IN/IL State Line to 
Marble St

2018-
2021 
TIP 
project

STBG  $    11,750,000  $     9,400,000  $    2,350,000  $         9,400,000  $       11,750,000 

1172007 Roadway 
expansion

Lake County 45th Ave. from 
Whitcomb to Chase 
(Ph 2B)

2018-
2021 
TIP 
project

STBG  $    2,190,000  $     1,752,000  $    438,000  $         1,752,000  $         2,190,000 

1006787 Roadway 
expansion

Merrillville Mississippi St.; 
93rd Ave to 101st 
Ave

2018-
2021 
TIP 
project

STBG  $    4,515,000  $     3,612,000  $    903,000  $         3,612,000  $         4,515,000 

1173760 Roadway 
expansion

Schererville Kennedy Ave at 
Junction St. South 
to 67th St. and then 
South to US 30 
(Phase 1)

2018-
2021 
TIP 
project

STBG  $    5,258,090  $     4,206,472  $    1,051,618  $         4,206,472  $         5,258,090 

9980080 Roadway 
expansion

Lake County 45th Ave; Colfax to 
Whitcomb St.

2018-
2021 
TIP 
project

STBG  $    9,582,000  $     7,665,600  $    1,916,400  $         7,665,600  $         9,582,000 

1500222 Roadway 
expansion

Hammond Chicago Ave; from 
Marble St to 
Baltimore 
Ave(Phase 2)

2018-
2021 
TIP 
project

STBG  $    6,187,500  $     4,950,000  $    1,237,500  $         4,950,000  $         6,187,500 

1382603 Roadway 
expansion

Schererville Kennedy Ave; Oak 
St to Junction St

2018-
2021 
TIP 
project

STBG  $    75,000  $    60,000  $    15,000  $    10,248,384  $     8,198,707  $    2,049,677  $ 60,000  $         8,198,707  $       10,323,384 

Need DES 
#

Roadway 
expansion

Schererville Kennedy Ave 
Corridor 
Improvement

66 STBG  $    -    $    -   $    430,500  $    344,400  $    86,100  $    5,740,000  $     4,592,000  $    1,148,000  $            344,400  $         6,170,500 CN in NWI 2050 Plan, 2025-2030 
time band

 $       11,152,000  $         7,818,472  $         7,725,600  $         5,294,400  $         8,198,707  5-year sum  $ 40,189,179 

1601165 Roadway safety Gary Regulatory & 
Warning Sign 
Replacement; City 
Wide

2018-
2021 
TIP 
project

HSIP  $    -    $    -    $    -   $    -   $    -   $    -   $     500,000  $    450,000  $    50,000  $ -    $            500,000 In August Amendment to be 
eliminated

1802975 Pavement 
rehabilitation, or 
reconstruction

Gary Airport Road 3R/4R 
Reconstruction: 
Cline Ave to EJ&E 
RR Bridge Phase 
IV

2018-
2021 
TIP 
project

STBG  $    -    $    -    $    -   $    200,000  $    160,000  $    40,000  $     896,000  $    716,800  $    179,200  $            160,000  $            716,800  $         1,096,000 

900075 Pavement 
rehabilitation, or 
reconstruction

Valparaiso Silhavy Rd; Evans 
Ave to LaPorte Ave

2018-
2021 
TIP 
project

STBG  $    -    $    -    $    -   $    -   $    -   $    -   $    4,448,450  $     3,558,760  $    889,690  $         3,558,760  $         4,448,450 

1601157 Roadway safety Crown Point 109th Ave, 
Delaware Pkwy to 
SR 53, includes 
median 
construction

2018-
2021 
TIP 
project

HSIP  $    -    $    -    $    -   $    -   $    -   $    -   $    1,220,000  $     1,098,000  $    122,000  $         1,098,000  $         1,220,000 

900080 Intersection 
congestion 
improvements

Portage Willowcreek Rd 
Intersection 
Improvements at 
Central Ave.

2018-
2021 
TIP 
project

CMAQ  $    -    $    -    $    -   $    -   $    -   $    -   $    1,375,000  $     1,100,000  $    275,000  $         1,100,000  $         1,375,000 

1382598 Pavement 
rehabilitation, or 
reconstruction

Hobart County Line Rd; 
from US 6 to 
Cleveland Ave

2018-
2021 
TIP 
project

STBG  $    -    $    -    $    -   $    250,000  $    200,000  $    50,000  $    8,596,250  $     6,877,000  $    1,719,250  $            200,000  $         6,877,000  $         8,846,250 

Environment summary

Roadway improvement

Quality of place

Roadway expansion summary

63

Excerpt from the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Committee (NIRPC) FY 2020-2024 Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP)
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State Preservation and Local Initiated Projects FY 2020 - 2024
Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT)

SPONSOR CONTR

ACT # / 

LEAD 

DES

ROUTE WORK TYPE LOCATION DISTRICT MILES FEDERAL 

CATEGORY

PROGRAM PHASE FEDERAL MATCHEstimated 

Cost left to 

Complete

Project*

 2020  2021  2022  2023  2024STIP

NAME

Lake County ST 1000 Other Type Project (Mi
scellaneous)

45th Ave from Colfax to 
Whitcomb (earmark) (PH3)

LaPorte 1.5 STPBG Local Funds CN $0.00 $1,916,400.00 $1,916,400.00Init.31949 / 
9980080

Lake County ST 1000 Other Type Project (Mi
scellaneous)

45th Ave from Colfax to 
Whitcomb (earmark) (PH3)

LaPorte 1.5 STBG Local Funds CN $0.00 $0.00 $1,916,400.00($1,916,400.00)M 02 $9,582,000.0031949 / 
9980080

Northwest Indiana 
MPO

CN $0.00 $0.00 $7,665,600.00($7,665,600.00)

Comments:Per NIRPC Amendment 18-21 Moving Construction funds from FY21 to FY22

East Chicago ST 1001 Other Intersection 
Improvement

Intersection Improvement on 
129th St. at Dickey Road & 
Broad St.

LaPorte 0 STPBG Route Transfer/rel
inquishment

CN $1,000,000.00 $0.00 $1,000,000.00Init.32571 / 
0901321

Local Funds CN $0.00 $1,250,000.00 $1,250,000.00

East Chicago ST 1001 Other Intersection 
Improvement

Intersection Improvement on 
129th St. at Dickey Road & 
Broad St.

LaPorte 0 STBG Toll Lease 
Amendment 
Proceeds

CN $0.00 $0.00 ($1,000,000.00) $1,000,000.00M 01 $2,250,000.0032571 / 
0901321

Local Funds CN $0.00 $0.00 ($1,250,000.00) $1,250,000.00

Comments:No MPO- Moving CN funds from FY20 to FY21

East Chicago ST 1001 Road Rehabilitation (3
R/4R Standards)

Indianapolis Blvd from 
McShane Dr to Michigan St.

LaPorte 2.3 STPBG Route Transfer/rel
inquishment

CN $4,948,785.57 $0.00 $4,948,785.57Init.33678 / 
0900064

East Chicago ST 1001 Road Rehabilitation (3
R/4R Standards)

Indianapolis Blvd from 
McShane Dr to Michigan St.

LaPorte 2.3 DEM Toll Lease 
Amendment 
Proceeds

CN $0.00 $0.00 ($4,948,785.57) $4,948,785.57M 01 $4,948,785.5733678 / 
0900064

Comments:No MPO- Moving CN funds from FY20 to FY21

Munster IR 1025 Bike/Pedestrian 
Facilities

Bike/Ped Trail Connector:at 
Cady ditch and Marsh Ditch

LaPorte .15 STPBG Northwest Indiana 
MPO

CN $784,080.00 $0.00 $784,080.00Init.34603 / 
1173597

Local Funds CN $0.00 $196,020.00 $196,020.00

Lake County ST 1038 Road Reconstruction 
(3R/4R Standards)

45th Ave. from Whitcomb to 
Chase (Ph 2B)

LaPorte 1.5 STPBG Northwest Indiana 
MPO

CN $1,752,000.00 $0.00 $1,752,000.00Init.34640 / 
1172007

Local Funds CN $0.00 $438,000.00 $438,000.00

Munster ST 1033 Bike/Pedestrian 
Facilities

Pennsy Greenway Trail from 
Fisher St south to Calumet 
Avenue on abandoned RR RW

LaPorte .96 STPBG Northwest Indiana 
MPO

CN $555,040.00 $0.00 $555,040.00Init.35935 / 
1173707

Local Funds CN $0.00 $138,760.00 $138,760.00

Hobart ST 1001 Road Reconstruction 
(3R/4R Standards)

County Line Road - US 6 to E. 
Cleveland Ave

LaPorte 1 STPBG Northwest Indiana 
MPO

CN $6,877,000.00 $0.00 $6,877,000.00Init.35978 / 
1382598

Northwest Indiana 
MPO

RW $200,000.00 $0.00 $200,000.00

*Estimated Costs left to Complete Project column is for costs that may extend beyond the four years of a STIP.  This column is not fiscally constrained and is for information purposes.

Page 181 of 401 Report Created:2/14/2020  2:33:59PM
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State Preservation and Local Initiated Projects FY 2020 - 2024
Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT)

SPONSOR CONTR

ACT # / 

LEAD 

DES

ROUTE WORK TYPE LOCATION DISTRICT MILES FEDERAL 

CATEGORY

PROGRAM PHASE FEDERAL MATCHEstimated 

Cost left to 

Complete

Project*

 2020  2021  2022  2023  2024STIP

NAME

Hobart ST 1001 Road Reconstruction 
(3R/4R Standards)

County Line Road - US 6 to E. 
Cleveland Ave

LaPorte 1 STPBG Local Funds CN $0.00 $1,719,250.00 $1,719,250.00Init.35978 / 
1382598

Local Funds RW $0.00 $50,000.00 $50,000.00

Hobart ST 1001 Road Reconstruction 
(3R/4R Standards)

County Line Road - US 6 to E. 
Cleveland Ave

LaPorte 1 STBG Northwest Indiana 
MPO

CN $0.00 $0.00 $6,877,000.00($6,877,000.00)M 02 $8,596,250.0035978 / 
1382598

Local Funds CN $0.00 $0.00 $1,719,250.00($1,719,250.00)

Comments:Per NIRPC Amendment 18-21 moving Construction funds from FY21 to FY22

Schererville ST 1001 Added Travel Lanes Kennedy Ave added travel 
lanes from Junction St. to Oak 
Ave

LaPorte .93 STPBG Northwest Indiana 
MPO

CN $8,198,707.00 $0.00 $8,198,707.00Init.35981 / 
1382603

Local Funds CN $0.00 $2,049,677.00 $2,049,677.00

Merrillville ST 1001 Added Travel Lanes Mississippi Street from 93rd 
Avenue to 101st Avenue

LaPorte .7 STPBG Northwest Indiana 
MPO

CN $3,612,000.00 $0.00 $3,612,000.00Init.36230 / 
1006787

Local Funds CN $0.00 $903,000.00 $903,000.00

Schererville ST 1001 New Road 
Construction

Kennedy Ave at Junction St S 
to 67th St and then S to US 30

LaPorte .83 STPBG Northwest Indiana 
MPO

CN $4,206,472.00 $0.00 $4,206,472.00Init.36259 / 
1173760

Northwest Indiana 
MPO

RW $200,000.00 $0.00 $200,000.00

Local Funds CN $0.00 $1,051,618.00 $1,051,618.00

Local Funds RW $0.00 $50,000.00 $50,000.00

Schererville ST 1001 New Road 
Construction

Kennedy Ave at Junction St S 
to 67th St and then S to US 30

LaPorte .83 STBG Northwest Indiana 
MPO

CN $0.00 $0.00 ($4,206,472.00) $4,206,472.00A 14 $5,000,000.0036259 / 
1173760

Local Funds CN $0.00 $0.00 ($1,051,618.00) $1,051,618.00

Comments:MPO Initial TIP.

Indiana Department 
of Transportation

US 12 New Bridge, Other Pedestrian walkway over US-1
2, 0.83 mi W of SR 912

LaPorte 0 Multiple Toll Lease 
Amendment 
Proceeds

CN $345,307.20 $86,326.80 $431,634.00A 15 $4,000,000.0036677 / 
1298398

Local Funds CN $2,519,737.11 $629,934.27 $3,149,671.39

Bridge 
Construction

CN $1,051,705.60 $262,926.40 $1,314,632.00

Comments:ICG on 6-26-19. The project had AQC on 7-25-19.  The project was in NIRPC FY 2020-2024 TIP that was incorporated by reference on 8-22-19.

*Estimated Costs left to Complete Project column is for costs that may extend beyond the four years of a STIP.  This column is not fiscally constrained and is for information purposes.
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ProjectNumber SubProjectCode County Property

1800005 1800005 Lake Dowling Park

1800011 1800011 Lake Tolleston Park

1800012 1800012 Lake Washington Park

1800040 1800040 Lake Homestead Park

1800055 1800055 Lake Sheppard Memorial Park

1800059 1800059 Lake Cheever Park

1800062 1800062 Lake Leroy Township Park

1800063 1800063 Lake  Markley Memorial ParkEllendale Park

1800071 1800071 Lake Cheever Park

1800087 1800087 Lake Sheppard Memorial Park

1800102 1800102 Lake Grand Boulevard Lake Recreation Area

1800108 1800108 Lake Riverview Park

1800137 1800137 Lake Northgate Park

1800150 1800150 Lake Meadows Park

1800168 1800168 Lake Sunnyside Park

1800170 1800170 Lake Howe Park

1800189 1800189 Lake Dowling Park

1800193 1800193 Lake Harrison Park

1800194 1800194 Lake Martin Luther King Jr. Park (Formerly Maywood Park

1800199 1800199 Lake Ridgeway Park

1800202 1800202 Lake Hatcher Park

1800206 1800206 Lake Meadows Park

1800226 1800226 Lake Hoosier Prairie Nature Preserve

1800227 1800227 Lake Liberty Park

1800231 1800231 Lake Pheasant Hills Community Park & Cherry Hill Tot-Lo

1800237 1800237 Lake Wolf Lake Park (N & S)

1800239 1800239 Lake Bluebird Park

1800253 1800253 Lake Centennial Park

1800272 1800272 Lake Wolf Lake Park (N & S)

1800273 1800273 Lake Grand Kankakee Marsh County Park

1800302 1800302 Lake Munster Community Park

1800311 1800311 Lake 25th Ave Park

1800329 1800329 Lake Jackson Park

1800369 1800369H Lake Harrison Park

1800369 1800369D Lake Lemon Lake County Park

1800377 1800377 Lake Main Square Park

1800386 1800386 Lake Gibson Woods Nature Preserve/ Tolleston Ridges Nature Preserve

1800405 1800405G Lake Clark and Pine Dune Swale Nature Preserve

1800414 1800414 Lake Wolf Lake Park (N & S)

1800417 1800417 Lake Centennial (Dan Rabin) Plaza & Trail

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) County Property List for Indiana (Last Updated December 

2019)

Lake County

I1



1800424 1800424 Lake Lake Etta County Park

1800455 1800455 Lake Deep River - Woods Mill County Park

1800464 1800464 Lake  Festival Park & Lakefront Park

1800473 1800473 Lake Oak Ridge Prairie Co. Park

1800488 1800488 Lake Marquette Park

1800489 1800489 Lake  Festival Park & Lakefront Park

1800522 1800522 Lake Pavese Park

1800523 1800523 Lake Lakewood Park

1800523.5 1800523.5 Lake River Drive Park

1800528 1800528 Lake Lowell Sports Park

1800533 1800533 Lake Hobart City Ball Park

1800555 1800555 Lake Scherwood Golf Course

1800580 1800580 Lake Oak Ridge Park

1800586 1800586 Lake Teibel Nature Park

1800586.1 1800586.1 Lake Teibel Nature Park

1800590 1800590 Lake Deep River County Park

1800622 1800622 Lake Fireman's Park

1800636 1800636 Lake Parrish Avenue Park

I2



ProjectNumber SubProjectCode County Property

1800037 1800037 Porter Woodland Park

1800050 1800050 Porter Forest Park Golf Course

1800065 1800065 Porter Woodland Park

1800080 1800080 Porter Woodland Park

1800127 1800127 Porter Indiana Dunes State Park, Dunes Nature Preserve

1800130 1800130 Porter Bicentennial Park, Northside Park

1800171 1800171E Porter Indiana Dunes State Park

1800173 1800173 Porter Indiana Dunes State Park, Dunes Nature Preserve

1800270 1800270 Porter Harold Rogers Lakewood Park

1800276 1800276 Porter Imagination Glen Park

1800284 1800284 Porter Dogwood Park

1800304 1800304B Porter Moraine Nature Preserve

1800312 1800312E Porter Indiana Dunes State Park

1800327 1800327D Porter Indiana Dunes

1800349 1800349 Porter  Thomas Drazer Memorial ParkPleasant Twp. Pool

1800363 1800363M Porter Indiana Dunes State Park

1800378 1800378B Porter Indiana Dunes State Park

1800405 1800405Q Porter Moraine Nature Preserve

1800407 1800407 Porter Imagination Glen Park

1800413 1800413L Porter Indiana Dunes State Park

1800429 1800429 Porter Indiana Dunes State Park, Dunes Nature Preserve

1800443 1800443 Porter Haven Hollow Park

1800452 1800452 Porter Sunset Hill Farm County Park

1800460 1800460 Porter Indiana Dunes State Park, Dunes Nature Preserve

1800484 1800484 Porter Prairie Duneland Trail

1800495 1800495 Porter Prairie Duneland Trail

1800498 1800498 Porter Prairie Duneland Trail

1800539 1800539 Porter Imagination Glen Park

1800591 1800591 Porter Sunset Hill Farm Park

1800624 1800624 Porter Imagination Glen Park

Porter County

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) County Property List for Indiana (Last Updated December 

2019)
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Headquarters: 
8450 Westfield Blvd., Suite 300 
Indianapolis, IN 46240-5920 
T    317.713.4615 
F    317.713.4616 
E  bfs@BFSEngr.com 
www.BFSEngr.com 

Branch Locations: 
Ft. Wayne 
Lafayette 
Merrillville 
Plainfield 
South Bend 
Louisville

 

August 11, 2017 
 
This letter is being sent to the following utility contacts: 

1. Comcast – Larry Smith 
2. Frontier – Joseph Sarll 
3. Hobart, City – Philip Gralik 
4. Indiana American Water – Mike Seals 
5. NIPSCO – Michelle Voss 
6. Portage Utilities Field Division – Courtney Castle 

 
 
Subject: Initial Notice of Proposed Improvement Project: County Line Road Phase 1 (Des 1382598) 
 

Our firm has been assigned the task of utility coordination for the project referenced above by the 
Indiana Department of Transportation.  In accordance with 105 IAC 13-3-1(c), this letter serves as your initial 
notice of the proposed improvement project: County Line Road Phase 1 (Des 1382598) in Lake County, 
Indiana. 
 

In accordance with 105 IAC 13-3-1(c), the following information is provided.  The dates listed in items 
(4) and (5) below are the currently scheduled dates. 
 

(1) Name or route number: County Line Road 
(2) Geographical limits: Along County Line Road from E 37th Ave going South to US 

130. 
(3) General description of work: Road Reconstruction 
(4) Date approved work plan will 
be needed: 

October, 2019 

(5) Letting Date: July 8, 2020 
(6) Name of designer and 
contact information: 

Andrea Langille, P.E. – Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc., 
E: ALangille@BFSEngr.com, P: 317-713-4615 

(7) Major or minor project: Minor 
 

In accordance with 105 IAC 13-3-1(d), within 30 days after receiving the initial notice, the utility shall 
respond in writing with a: 

(1) description of the type and location of its facilities within the geographical limits of the proposed 
improvement project (facility maps are helpful); or 
(2) statement that the utility has no facilities within the geographical limits of the improvement project. 
(3) documentation of any reimbursable property interest your utility has within the geographical limits 
of the improvement project 

 
Additionally, please provide us the name, telephone number, postal address and email address of the 

person selected as your designated contact for this project to expedite future communications.  We will contact 
Indiana 811 and request locates for this project prior to our survey.  If you would prefer to provide us location 
information by some other means please contact this office to discuss. 
 

If at any time throughout the duration of Utility Coordination to the end of Construction on this project 
your utility modifies, upgrades, relocates, abandons, or installs new or existing facilities please notify the Utility 
Coordinator at the contact information below. 
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Please send your response to Kevin A. Hintz, P.E., Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc., 8450 Westfield 
Blvd. Suite 300, Indianapolis, Indiana, 46240, P: (317) 713-4615, F: (317) 713-4616, UC@BFSEngr.com.  
Thank you for your attention to these matters. 
 
Sincerely; 
 
 
 
Kevin A. Hintz, P.E. 
Utility Coordinator 
 
Enclosure: Location Map 
Cc:  Melissa French, BF&S 
  Andrea Langille, BF&S 
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153 N. Emerson Ave. 

Greenwood, IN 46143 

P 317-504-9419 

F 317-743-9184 

To:  Kevin Hintz, P.E.    

From:  Ellen Dado  

Date:  January 2, 2020  
Re:  County Line Rd – Lake County – Conflict Analysis - Des No. 1382598 

Indiana-American Water has reviewed the current project plans and the meeting notes from 
December 17, 2019.  

Our existing main from the south end of the project to Cleveland Avenue was installed in 2009, 
Indiana American Water Co. would like to avoid relocating this section of main if possible.  

From North of Cleveland Avenue to the Northern end of the project limits, INAW plans to retire 
the existing 8-inch cast iron water main (from the 1960s) and install a 12-inch PVC main 
approximately 3 feet back from all proposed storm structures along County Line Road. This is 
depicted on the attached mark-ups. This should address the first two bullet points in the 
Meeting Agenda for INAW’s section.  

INAW requests that our water main be added to the final plans North of STA 99, as stated in 
the third bullet point of the Meeting Agenda for INAW. 

I will be your primary contact for this work going forward, see my contact information below. 

Thank You, 

Ellen Dado 
Engineer 
153 N. Emerson Avenue  
Greenwood, IN 46143 
C: (317)504-9419 
O: (317)743-9184 
Ellen.dado@amwater.com 
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Environmental Justice Data Analysis

Des. No. 11382598: County Line Road

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2018 ACS 5-year Estimates

COC1 AC1 COC2 AC2

Hobart Township, 

Lake County, 

Indiana

Census Tract 419, Lake 

County, Indiana

Portage Township, 

Porter County, 

Indiana

Census Tract 505.9, 

Porter County, Indiana

LOW-INCOME

Population for whom poverty status is determined: Total 38,039                    4,706 46,882 4,782
Income in the past 12 months below poverty level 7,086                      489 7,450 671

Percent Low-income 18.6% 10.4% 15.9% 14.0%

125 Percent of COC 23.3% AC < 125% COC 19.9% AC < 125% COC

Potential Population of EJ Concern? No No

MINORITY

Total population: Total 38,391 4,778 47,222 4,858
Total population: Not Hispanic or Latino 30,660 4,232 39,378 4,138
Total population: Not Hispanic or Latino; White alone 27,433 3,744 34,185 3,437
Total population: Not Hispanic or Latino; Black or African American alone 1,634 232 3,459 465
Total population: Not Hispanic or Latino; American Indian and Alaska Native alone 200 5 127 15
Total population: Not Hispanic or Latino; Asian alone 459 71 639 0
Total population: Not Hispanic or Latino; Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone 8 0 0 0
Total population: Not Hispanic or Latino; Some other race alone 10 0 0 0
Total population: Not Hispanic or Latino; Two or more races 916 180 968 221
Total population: Hispanic or Latino 7,731 556 7,844 720
Total population: Hispanic or Latino; White alone 4,040 449 5,992 608
Total population: Hispanic or Latino; Black or African American alone 159 0 447 28
Total population: Hispanic or Latino; American Indian and Alaska Native alone 64 0 2 0
Total population: Hispanic or Latino; Asian alone 0 0 0 0
Total population: Hispanic or Latino; Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone 0 0 29 0
Total population: Hispanic or Latino; Some other race alone 2,835 61 1,065 84
Total population: Hispanic or Latino; Two or more races 663 46 309 0

Number Non-white/minority 10,958                    1,034                             13,037                     1,421                             

Percent Non-white/Minority 28.5% 21.6% 27.6% 29.3%

125 Percent of COC 35.7% AC <125% COC 34.5% AC < 125% COC

Potential Population of EJ Concern? No No

B03002

B17001
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Environmental Justice

County Line Road Project
Lake and Porter Counties, Indiana

Des. No. 1382598

Project Area
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I11



����������	
������������	�����	���	� �����������	
��������������	�����	���	� ��	
�
��������������������	�����	���	� ��	
�
���������� ��������������	�����	���	�!
��"��� #����	��$�!���� !
��"��� #����	��$�!���� !
��"��� #����	��$�!���� !
��"��� #����	��$�!����%&'()*+ ,-.,/0 1230/4 45.666 123,7 4.5-- 1236-, 4.-8- 123,/79&'�:;<=(>;?�&@�A(';>&*+ ,B.77B 12385- ,/.,5- 1234,8 4.6,6 1236-, 4.0,- 123,/-CD;'E�()&>E 65.4,, 12377B ,4.0-8 12377/ ,.544 123,,B ,.4,5 12348,F)(?G�&@�HI@;?(>�HJE@;?(>� 0.7,4 1238B5 ,.48/ 12340- 6,6 1236B4 478 1236/0HJE@;?(>�K>L;(>�(>L�H)(<G 6BB 123064 065 1235B 8 123/ 08 12368H<;(>�()&>E 48/ 123600 7,/ 12367/ 50 123-/ B 123009(';ME�:(N(;;(>�(>L�O'DE@ - 12304 B 12364 B 12300 B 12300P&JE�&'DE@�@(?E�()&>E 0B 12305 B 12364 B 12300 B 12300%N&�&@�J&@E�@(?E<*+ /07 123,6B /7- 12365- 0-B 1230,/ 660 12304/%N&�@(?E<�;>?)QL;>R�P&J 76 1237, 0/ 123,6 80 12370 B 12300%N&�@(?E<�ES?)QL;>R�P&J -84 123,08 /4/ 123654 06/ 1230B0 660 12304/:;<=(>;?�&@�A(';>&*+ 5.5,0 12387, 5.-44 1234,7 887 1230B/ 56B 123086CD;'E�()&>E 4.B4B 123784 8.//6 12384, 44/ 123067 7B- 123074F)(?G�&@�HI@;?(>�HJE@;?(>� 08/ 1230/8 445 12360B B 12300 6- 123,0HJE@;?(>�K>L;(>�(>L�H)(<G 74 12358 6 1234 B 12300 B 12300H<;(>�()&>E B 12364 B 12364 B 12300 B 123009(';ME�:(N(;;(>�(>L�O'DE@ B 12364 6/ 12345 B 12300 B 12300P&JE�&'DE@�@(?E�()&>E 6.-,8 12378- 0.B78 123,8/ 70 1234/ -4 123//%N&�&@�J&@E�@(?E<*+ 7,, 12364B ,B/ 123085 47 12345 B 12300%N&�@(?E<�;>?)QL;>R�P&J 44- 1236BB 645 123048 ,B 123,5 B 12300%N&�@(?E<�ES?)QL;>R�P&J 0-8 1230,- 76 12354 07 1230/ B 12300

I12



Corridor Assessment 
County Line Road (US 30 to US 6) 

Stormwater Assessment 
Porter and Lake Counties, Indiana 

 
SEH No. BUFAS 131454  4.00 

   
 

August 7, 2015

I13



Executive Summary 
Introduction 
County Line Road (Rd) is located on the boundary between Porter and Lake County in the northwestern 
corner of Indiana.  The purpose of this County Line Road Corridor Study is to review the drainage patterns 
and storm sewer systems in conjunction with the future reconstruction of County Line Rd from US 6 (Highway 
6) to US 30.   The overall study area is split into two sections named Phase 1 and Phase 2 which are 
discussed below along with their individual goals. 

The Phase 1 study area is a 1.7 mile (mi) section of County Line Rd from US 6 to State Road 130 (SR 130) 
and is shown in Figure SA-1.  Phase 1 is proposed to be reconstructed in the immediate future and requires 
a detailed drainage review.  The goals of this detailed drainage review are as follows: 

• Delineation of existing drainage areas as well as the identification of key stormwater conveyance 
systems. 

• Computation of hydrologic parameters for the delineated drainage areas. 
• Review and organize applicable design standards from the two counties (Lake and Porter), two cites 

(Hobart and Portage) and the Indiana Department of Transportation (InDOT) 
• Preliminary design of a proposed storm sewer system with sizing of potential water quality Best 

Management Practices (BMPs) and detention ponds to mitigate any increased runoff due to adding 
driving/turning lanes and trails. 

• Discuss alternative conveyance and water quality design options to give the stakeholders flexibility. 
The project is located in two counties, two cities and is part of an Indiana DOT funded project.  Each of these 
agencies have their own stormwater design standards which are summarized in Appendix SA-2.  The study 
provides project recommendations, but they are based on assumptions and interpolation of the requirements 
of each of the five agencies that are part of the project.  The final project will require that each of the 
stakeholders review the study and confirm that it meets their requirements.  A stakeholder meeting will be 
critical part of the project after the study is reviewed so a consensus on the final project design criteria can be 
determined. 

The Phase 2 area for this study is a 3.4 mile section of County Line Rd that extends from SR 130 to about 
2,000 feet (ft) north of US 30 (see Figure SA-2).  Phase 2 will not be reconstructed in the immediate future, 
however, a drainage review is required to aid future design work by city planners and engineers.  The goals 
for this portion of the study area are: 

• Delineate existing drainage areas and identify key drainage patterns surrounding and draining to 
County Line Rd. 

• Compute hydrologic parameters for delineated drainage areas for future hydrologic modeling of the 
study area. 

• Label high and low points along this stretch of County Line Rd for future roadway design purposes. 
• Locate contributing drainage areas for the key drainage crossings along County Line Rd for use in 

future bridge/culvert sizing. 
Phase 1 Recommendations 
The primary deliverable for the project is the preliminary design proposed drainage recommendations for the 
Phase 1 area of the project.  The sections of storm sewer along County Line Rd are divided based on the 
proposed outlet point and the recommendations are discussed in terms of the proposed storm sewer system, 
peak flow mitigation, water quality and alternatives considered.  The proposed storm layout is shown in 
Figures SA-7 and SA-10. 
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2.0 Current Conditions 
2.1 Watershed Overview 

The entire area of this study flows west into the City of Hobart and Lake County.  Phase 1 
and Phase 2 belong to the Deep River-Portage Burns Waterway watershed (HUC 10; Basin 
Code 0404000105) which drains west to the Deep River and then northeast to Lake 
Michigan.  Water reaches Deep River via county ditches, Duck Creek or tributaries of Duck 
Creek or Deep River, of which there are several that cross County Line Rd.  At a smaller 
scale, County Line Rd acts as an east-west drainage divide for the area immediately 
surrounding it since the roadway is primarily a rural section.  The areas that drain east from 
County Line Rd eventually reach a drainage crossing and flow west toward Deep River.   

The entire study area has very low relief with natural and manmade surface storage 
depressions and seasonal wet spots based on aerial imagery and elevation data.  The soils 
in the area are primarily poorly-drained to somewhat poorly-drained and the dominant land 
use is agricultural indicating that there is most likely tile drainage beneath these cultivated 
fields.  Visibly, there are larger agricultural ditch systems that collect water from the farm 
fields and convey the agricultural runoff to the natural streams leading to Deep River. 

2.2 Field Reconnaissance 
The Phase 1 area of the project required a field visit to better understand the site.  A field visit 
of the area was completed on March 16, 2015, for the area between US 6 and SR 130.  As 
part of the visit, several photographs, which are georeferenced, were taken of the existing 
drainage systems as well as field notes.  Additionally, a detailed survey was completed by 
Butler, Fairman & Seufert Civil Engineers (BF&S), which included structure and invert 
surveys. 

The Phase 2 study area was primarily examined via GoogleMaps and the other data 
discussed in Section 3.2 since the level of detail for the required analysis was less than 
Phase 1.  However, on May 6, 2015, a field visit was performed by SEH to confirm the sizes 
of the key drainage crossings of County Line Rd. 

2.3 Phase 1 Known Drainage Issues 
There are several known drainage issues along the project area from the previous 700N 
study as well as from the investigation performed in this study.  The drainage issues 
mentioned here are only for the Phase I area because the proposed design aims to alleviate 
these issues.  There may be problem areas in Phase 2 but they are outside the scope of this 
project since that portion of County Line Rd is not being reconstructed in the immediate 
future. 

Figure SA-3 displays the drainage issues along Phase 1 and labels whether they are from 
the 700N study or the current study.  Table 1 summarizes the issues shown in Figure SA-3: 
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Table 1 
Phase 1 Known Drainage Issues 

Issue Station Source
1 

Description 

A. 25+00 to 
31+00 

Current 
Study 

On the west side of County Line Rd there is no outlet for this 
cultivated field drainage area.   

B.  27+00 to 
30+00 

Current 
Study Standing water until there is enough depth to flow east. 

C. 43+00 Current 
Study 

There is a 15” CMP culvert flowing from west to east that has 
negligible slope, is clogged and likely undersized causing 

standing water in the area. 

D. 62+50 700N Study 
There is an undersized 24” CMP flowing south to north under 
700N.  The previous study recommended it be upsized to a 

dual 30” CMP culverts. 

E. 62+50 to 
83+60 700N Study 

The ditch between 700N and Exeter Ave has limited capacity 
and is filled with debris and sediment.  There is flooding of the 
backyards due to this ditch and the two culverts surrounding it. 

The previous study recommended that the ditch be cleaned 
and re-graded. 

F. 77+40 700N Study 
There is an undersized 21” CMP flowing south to north under 
Ingram Ave.  The previous study recommended it be upsized 

to dual 30” CMP culverts. 

G 83+60 700N Study 
There is an undersized 36” CMP flowing south to north under 

Exeter Ave.  The previous study recommended that an 
additional 36” CMP be added. 

H. 83+60 to 
95+00 

Current 
Study 

This ditch is overgrown and does not have adequate 
conveyance causing flooding in backyards of Camelot Manor. 

I. 95+00 Current 
Study 

The 36” CMP crossing is potentially undersized, backing up 
water into the insufficient 700N ditch. 

1Refer to the 700N study for additional information on those issues referenced from that report. 
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1

Elizabet Biggio

From: Bronson, Bob <bbronson@dnr.IN.gov>
Sent: Friday, May 8, 2020 9:02 AM
To: Elizabet Biggio
Cc: Spiess, Jessica J; Miller, Brandon; Fair, Terri; Andrea Langille
Subject: RE: Outdoor Rec Coordination 1382598

All, If the outdoor recreation utility of the Prairie Duneland trail is maintained  and there is no permanent taking of 
park/trail land after construction then there is no negative impact on the LWCF 6(f)3 boundary. 
Sincerely 
 
Bob Bronson 
Grants Section Chief 
Division of Outdoor Recreation 
Department of Natural Resources  
402 W. Washington St.  W271 
Indianapolis, IN   46204 
317-232-4075 
www.dnr.IN.gov 
 
Please let us know about the quality of our service by taking this brief customer survey. 
 
 
 

From: Elizabet Biggio [mailto:EBiggio@bfsengr.com]  
Sent: Friday, May 08, 2020 8:21 AM 
To: Bronson, Bob <bbronson@dnr.IN.gov> 
Cc: Spiess, Jessica J <JSpiess@indot.IN.gov>; Miller, Brandon <BraMiller1@indot.IN.gov>; Fair, Terri 
<TFair@indot.IN.gov>; Andrea Langille <alangille@bfsengr.com> 
Subject: FW: Outdoor Rec Coordination 1382598 
 
**** This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links from 
unknown senders or unexpected email. ****  

Bob, 
  
I am writing to coordinate concerning a road reconstruction project sponsored by the City of Hobart on County Line Road 
in Lake and Porter Counties (Des. 16382598). As part of the project, Improvements will be made to the Oak 
Savannah/Prairie Duneland Trail crossing of County Line Road, approximately 0.23 mile south of US 6 (Ridge Road), 
including a mid-crossing refuge, new signage and pavement markings, and a Rectangular Rapid Flash Beacon (RRFB). 
Prairie Duneland Trail is a Section 6(f) property. 
  
The overall project consists of pavement reconstruction and widening, sidewalk replacement and extension, and drainage 
improvements between US 36 (Ridge Road, W. 37th Avenue) and approximately 400 feet south of Cleveland Avenue (W. 
County Road 700 North). Approximately 0.13 acre of temporary ROW acquisition and a 0.08-acre drainage and utility 
easement are anticipated from the Prairie Duneland Trail. No permanent ROW will be acquired from the trail. The 
temporary ROW will be used to reconstruct the trailhead and crossing of County Line Road and to replace a gas main. No 
part of the trail will be converted to non-recreational use.  
  
Please see the enclosed plan sheet. 
  
Thank you for your help, 

I19



APPENDIX J: SECTION 4(f) 

CE Appendix Pages .indd  9 8/18/2016  1:35:58 PM



April 16, 2020 

Lori Wilkie  
Superintendent 
City of Portage Parks and Recreation Department 
2100 Willowcreek Road  
Portage, Indiana 46368 

RE: Section 4(f) Temporary Occupancy: Des. No.: 1382598, County Line Road 
Reconstruction, 2.7 miles south of I-80 and 4.55 miles east of the I-65/37th Avenue 
Interchange, Lake County and Porter County, Indiana 

Dear Superintendent Wilkie, 

The City of Hobart, with funding from the Federal Highway Administration and 
administrative oversight from the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), proposes 
to proceed with the above referenced project, a reconstruction of County Line Road 
between US 6 (Ridge Road, 37th Avenue) and Cleveland Avenue (County Road 700 North), 
Des. No. 1382598. The project will consist of approximately 1.03 miles of road 
reconstruction with the addition of two-way-left-turn lanes as well as drainage improvements 
and sidewalk construction. The proposed undertaking will include the reconstruction of the 
Oak Savannah/Prairie Duneland Trail crossing of County Line Road, approximately 0.23 
mile south of US 6. Improvements to the crossing will consist of the addition of a mid-
crossing refuge, new signage and pavement markings, and a Rectangular Rapid Flash 
Beacon (RRFB). The crossing will have Americans with Disabilities Act-compliant curb 
ramps. Approximately 3.46 acres of additional, permanent right-of-way (ROW) will be 
acquired, none of which will be acquired from the publicly owned Oak Savannah Trail/Prairie 
Duneland Trail. 

Section 4(f): 
Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation Act of 1966 prohibits the use of certain 
public and historic lands for federally funded transportation facilities unless there is no 
feasible and prudent alternative. The law applies to significant publicly owned parks, 
recreation areas, wildlife/waterfowl refuges, and properties eligible or listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places. Lands subject to this law are considered Section 4(f) resources. 

The Oak Savannah/Prairie Duneland Trail, which travels through the proposed project area, 
is a Section 4(f) resource. There is 0.13 acre of temporary ROW acquisition and a 0.08-
acre drainage and utility easement anticipated from the Prairie Duneland Trail. There is 
0.15 acre of temporary ROW acquisition and a 0.07-acre drainage and utility easement 
anticipated from the Oak Savannah Trail. The temporary ROW will be used to reconstruct 
the trail crossing. The existing gas main will be relocated from underneath County Line 
Road to the utility easement on the east side of the trail. The existing communications and 
electric lines will be replaced within the easement on the west side. The project will replace 
the trail crossing of County Line Road and tie into the existing trail but will not convert any 
section of the Oak Savannah/Prairie Duneland Trail to transportation use. A detour or 
temporary path will be instituted during construction of the trail crossing and utility 
relocation. The detour will last no more than 90 days. 

Section 4(f) Temporary Occupancy: 
Pursuant to 23 CFR 774.13(d), temporary occupancy results when a Section 4(f) property, 
in whole or in part, is required for project construction related activities. Temporary 
occupancies are so minimal as to not constitute a use within the meaning of Section 4(f). 
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April 16, 2020 
 
  

Craig Zandstra 
Superintendent of Planning and Natural Resources                    
Lake County Parks and Recreation 
8411 East Lincoln Highway 
Crown Point, Indiana 46307 

 
 

RE: Section 4(f) Temporary Occupancy: Des. No.: 1382598, County Line Road 
Reconstruction, 2.7 miles south of I-80 and 4.55 miles east of the I-65/37th Avenue 
Interchange, Lake County and Porter County, Indiana 

 
 
Dear Superintendent Zandstra, 
 

The City of Hobart, with funding from the Federal Highway Administration and 
administrative oversight from the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), proposes 
to proceed with the above referenced project, a reconstruction of County Line Road 
between US 6 (Ridge Road, 37th Avenue) and Cleveland Avenue (County Road 700 North), 
Des. No. 1382598. The project will consist of approximately 1.03 miles of road 
reconstruction with the addition of two-way-left-turn lanes as well as drainage improvements 
and sidewalk construction. The proposed undertaking will include the reconstruction of the 
Oak Savannah/Prairie Duneland Trail crossing of County Line Road, approximately 0.23 
mile south of US 6. Improvements to the crossing will consist of the addition of a mid-
crossing refuge, new signage and pavement markings, and a Rectangular Rapid Flash 
Beacon (RRFB). The crossing will have Americans with Disabilities Act-compliant curb 
ramps. Approximately 3.46 acres of additional, permanent right-of-way (ROW) will be 
acquired, none of which will be acquired from the publicly owned Oak Savannah Trail/Prairie 
Duneland Trail. 

 
Section 4(f): 
Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation Act of 1966 prohibits the use of certain 
public and historic lands for federally funded transportation facilities unless there is no 
feasible and prudent alternative. The law applies to significant publicly owned parks, 
recreation areas, wildlife/waterfowl refuges, and properties eligible or listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places. Lands subject to this law are considered Section 4(f) resources. 
 
The Oak Savannah/Prairie Duneland Trail, which travels through the proposed project area, 
is a Section 4(f) resource. There is 0.15 acre of temporary ROW acquisition and a 0.07-
acre drainage and utility easement anticipated from the Oak Savannah Trail. There is 0.12 
acre of temporary ROW acquisition and a 0.08-acre drainage and utility easement 
anticipated from the Prairie Duneland Trail. The temporary ROW will be used to reconstruct 
the trail crossing. The existing gas main will be relocated from underneath County Line 
Road to the utility easement on the east side of the trail. The existing communications and 
electric lines will be replaced within the easement on the west side. The project will replace 
the trail crossing of County Line Road and tie into the existing trail but will not convert any 
section of the Oak Savannah/Prairie Duneland Trail to transportation use. A detour or 
temporary path will be instituted during construction of the trail crossing and utility 
relocation. The detour will last no more than 90 days. 

 
Section 4(f) Temporary Occupancy: 
Pursuant to 23 CFR 774.13(d), temporary occupancy results when a Section 4(f) property, 
in whole or in part, is required for project construction related activities. Temporary 
occupancies are so minimal as to not constitute a use within the meaning of Section 4(f). 
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10' Drainage & Utility Easement

All R/W on this Sheet to be as shown.
All R/W described from Line "A" unless
otherwise noted.

D.U.E. = DRAINAGE AND UTILITY EASEMENT
S.D.U.E. = SIDEWALK, DRAINAGE AND UTILITY EASEMENT

Wetland Impact 0.059 Acres

Wetland Impact 0.053 Acres

Wetland Impact 0.01 Acres

J5

EBiggio
Callout
Area of Impact

EBiggio
Callout
Area of Impact


	Appendix ToC
	Appendix A
	Appendix B
	Appendix C
	Appendix D
	Appendix E
	Appendix F
	Appendix G
	Appendix H
	Appendix I
	Appendix J



